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	1. Living The Good Life

**_Chapter 1: Living The Good Life_**

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III was in a great mood, as he had just finished a flight with Toothless across his home, the Isle of Berk. It had been five years since they had defeated the Red Death, yet Hiccup still couldn't believe how much his life had changed. He had not only approval and respect from his father, Stoick the Vast, but from the entire Hairy Hooligan tribe. Dragons have become pets and companions in the village. Hiccup now has a best friend, which happens to be the most rare and intelligent dragon, the Night Fury.

What's more, Hiccup also now has a girlfriend: Astrid Hofferson, the girl that Hiccup has had a crush on since he was eight years old. Ever since she had kissed him after he woke up, it had been awkward between them, and they didn't know what to say to each other, until one day, Hiccup invited Astrid for a ride on Toothless, and she gladly accepted. This time, the flight was more relaxing and comfortable, and it didn't have Toothless doing any spins or twists and turns like on the first flight they had. Of course, Astrid had her arms around Hiccup's waist, which always sent chills up his spine and butterflies in his stomach, but still, he enjoyed the feeling.

After the flight which included seeing the pink clouds and the northern lights, they landed in the cove, which was the same place where Hiccup had started his friendship with Toothless, and where Astrid kissed Hiccup on the cheek after their first flight. After landing, they sat down near the lake, and after a few minutes, Hiccup suddenly asked about what happened after he went unconscious. They began talking, and soon, they had revealed their feelings for each other. Hiccup and Astrid became a couple ever since, going out for many dates together. They either went on their own dragons, (Hiccup with Toothless, and Astrid with her Deadly Nadder, Stormfly), so they can race each other around the island while they're up high in the sky, or Astrid can simply hop on Toothless, and then she and Hiccup can have another romantic flight.

They also went together to go stargazing at the cove, or watch the sunset on the beach. Hiccup feels his life became much better than it has been in the past. Before, he was referred to as "Hiccup The Useless", but now, he's known as a hero to everyone in the village. A huge party was recently held for him at the Meade Hall, to celebrate the end of the war between vikings and dragons.

Finally, Hiccup is also getting used to his prosthetic leg. At first, it had been giving him unbearable pain, especially at night time. It had been hard for Hiccup to sleep at night, not only from the pain of his leg, but because he had been having nightmares about the battle with the Red Death. Now, his leg is free of pain and he gets a good night's sleep every night. Hiccup was on his way to see Astrid when he heard the voice of Stoick's best friend and battle brother, Gobber the Belch.

"Hey Hiccup!", Gobber shouted, "Could you come here?"

Hiccup quietly groaned, but he still went over to Gobber's house, which was where he was.

"Hey Gobber, is something wrong?" Hiccup asked. "Oh no, nothing's wrong." Gobber said.

"Well then, why did you call me?" Hiccup asked.

"Your dad wanted me to find you", Gobber said, "He said he had something very important to discuss with you."

"Okay, where is my dad?" Hiccup asked. "He's over at your house." Gobber said.

"I'll go over there now, thanks for letting me know." Hiccup said.

He then walked toward his home on the hill, and after a while, he finally got to the door. When he came in, he saw his dad sitting at the table near the fireplace.

"Hey Dad", Hiccup said as he closed the door. "Gobber told me you wanted to see me?"

"Yes, son, please have a seat," Stoick said. "What I want to talk to you about is very important."


	2. Stoick's Big Surprise

**_Chapter 2: Stoick's Big Surprise_**

Hiccup felt nervous as he and his father sat at the dining room table, so he decided to break the silence between them.

"Hey dad, what is it you wanted to talk to me about?" Hiccup asked.

"Since the dragons have been great for us here in Berk for five years now, I thought it would be great if other villages knew that dragons are good now, so I hope you wouldn't mind going on a trip to another village, and staying there for a while?" Stoick asked.

"Sure, but dad, exactly how long would i be in this village?" Hiccup asked.

"Oh not long, son, just a year." Stoick said.

Hiccup's jaw suddenly dropped and his eyes looked like they were about to pop about.

"A year? As in twelve months?" Hiccup asked while shocked.

"Come on, Hiccup, it's not that long, besides, there's a lot of thing you can do there. I mean, you can enjoy the scenery and the culture, learn new activities, and best of all, you'll get to meet the princess who lives there." Stoick said.

"Princess? Dad, what kind of village is it?" Hiccup asked.

"Well, Hiccup, it's actually a kingdom. You know, a place that's ruled by a king and queen. I have to say, the place is magnificent." Stoick said.

"Hey, dad, how do you know all of this?" Hiccup asked.

"Hiccup, do you remember that fishing trip I took last month?" Stoick asked, which Hiccup nodded.

"Well, it wasn't actually a fishing trip. It was actually a trip over to what they call 'The Kingdom Of Corona.' Of course, I decided to get there by boat." Stoick said.

"So, do I have to use a boat to get there myself?" Hiccup asked.

"Oh no, you can get there with your dragon of you want to." Stoick said.

"Well, I'm glad I can bring Toothless with me, I'm not so sure Astrid will be very happy with me being away for a year." Hiccup said.

"Oh it's good you brought up Astrid, because I've wanted to talk to you about your relationship with her." Stoick said.

Hiccup suddenly became more worried, wondering if his dad would tell him that they should break up.

"What did you do for Astrid's birthday when it came?" Stoick asked, and Hiccup was surprised at first, but still went ahead, and gave an answer for his dad's question.

"First, me and Astrid went racing with our dragons around the island, and then we landed on a deserted beach, where we watched the sunset, until the sky was dark. After that, we flew over to the cove, and I managed to set up a table there, so that we could share a private dinner, before the big party back in the Meade Hall." Hiccup explained.

"Sounds like you two had a great time." Stoick replied. "Yes, we did, and so was that what you wanted to know?" Hiccup asked, and his father shook his head.

"You and Astrid seem to be pretty serious, and so I was wondering, when do you intend on proposing to Astrid?" Stoick asked.

Hiccup now felt like he was going to choke from hearing what his father just asked him, but instead he cleared his throat and decided to tell him what he was planning for Astrid.

"Well, dad, Astrid's birthday is coming up, and I had been planning on inviting her for a 'hunting trip', but it would actually be a trip for us to go camping. The plan would be for us to fly to a secluded island that's off the coast of Berk, and during the days, we would do the things she likes to do, like fishing and sparring, and during the nights, we would the spend our time in the campsite I have secretly built. What do you think?" Hiccup asked.

"Wow, that does sound great, except, when I visited the King and Queen of Corona, I told them you would be coming very soon." Stoick said.

"Dad, when you say very soon like that, you mean I'll be coming to Corona when, exactly?" Hiccup asked.

"I mean, son, you'll be coming to Corona tomorrow."

Hiccup's eyes widened again. "Tomorrow? What about Astrid's birthday? Especially since it's coming very soon?" Hiccup asked.

"I'm sorry, Hiccup, but...hey, aren't you planning to meet up with Astrid later?" Stoick asked.

"Yes, dad." Hiccup said while he nodded.

"Well then, why don't you celebrate her birthday early tonight, and this time, have her present be an engagement ring!" Stoick said.

"Dad, I'm not so sure, but I know that we've been dating for a few years now. I do love her, but I never even considered marriage. I mean, it's a big step and also a big commitment. How about I propose to her after I return from my trip?" Hiccup asked.

"Are you sure, son?" Stoick asked.

Hiccup nodded. "Yes dad, tonight seems too soon, and I'm sure Astrid can wait that long for a engagement ring." Hiccup said.

"Okay, son, if that's your decision, then I'll respect it. I promise." Stoick said.

"Thanks Dad." Hiccup and his father then shared a hug that lasted for almost half a minute.

"Well then, I'm going to pack for my trip now, and after, I'll meet with Astrid." Hiccup said.

"Sounds good, son." Stoick said.

Hiccup found a basket near the table and he went upstairs to his room.

He packed many things: his clothes, underwear, and all of his drawings and sketches. He then went downstairs to the kitchen, and found a loaf of bread and a jug of water and he put them into the basket as well. Hiccup was now all done packing, and he left the basket his dad's bed before going outside to find Astrid.

A few minutes later, he found her. "Hey Astrid." Hiccup said cheerfully.

"Hi Hiccup, what's up?" Astrid asked.

"Could we please meet at the cove tonight? There's something I need to talk to you about." Hiccup said.

"Sure, I'll meet you there." Astrid said, and kissed Hiccup on the cheek.

Once she was gone, Hiccup began to wonder how Astrid will feel being here in Berk, while knowing her boyfriend is somewhere far away, in another village, or what's more, a kingdom that goes by the name of Corona.


	3. Taking The Next Step

_**Chapter 3: Taking The Next Step**_

While Hiccup anxiously waited for Astrid to arrive at the cove, he wondered about how she would feel when he told her, he was going to be away from Berk for a year. Soon, a while later, Astrid finally showed up.

"Hey Hiccup." Astrid said, smiling.

"Hi Astrid." Hiccup replied, trying to smile back.

They kissed each other on the cheek and found a spot to sit near the lake.

"So what is it you want to talk to me about?" Astrid asked.

"Well, earlier today, my dad and I were talking about how the dragons have been great for all of us here in Berk for five years now, and so, he said it would be good for other villages, to know that dragons are good now, and I agree with him, so apparently, I'm going on a trip to a village for dragon awareness." Hiccup explained.

"Okay, so when are you leaving?" Astrid asked. "Very Soon." Hiccup responded. "Hiccup, when you say it like that, you mean you're leaving..." Astrid said. "Tomorrow." Hiccup replied.

Astrid suddenly looked very surprised. "You're leaving tomorrow?" Astrid replied sadly. "Astrid, if you don't want me to go, I understand." Hiccup said.

Astrid shook her head. "No, Hiccup. Since it does very important, you should go. How long will you be gone, exactly?" Astrid asked.

"Not long, just one... year." Hiccup answered.

Now, Astrid looked devastated. "A year?" Astrid said, suprised, and she now looked like she was to cry.

"Oh, Astrid, please don't cry. I'm so sorry. I guess I should go." Hiccup said, and then slowly stood up, but the Astrid grabbed his arm.

"No, please stay." Astrid requested.

"Okay." Hiccup replied, and sat down again.

Astrid then suddenly punched Hiccup at the shoulder.

"Ow! What was that for?" Hiccup asked.

"That was for agreeing to go on a trip to another village for a year." After what she said, Astrid then kissed Hiccup, this time, on the lips.

Hiccup now had a surprised look on his face.

"Wow! What was that for?" Hiccup asked, smiling.

Astrid smiled back. "That was for agreeing to stay here with me for the night." Astrid answered.

"Wait a minute, for the night?" Hiccup asked.

"Well, since you are leaving tomorrow, we might as well make this night special." Astrid replied.

"So what should we do?" Hiccup asked.

Astrid turned her head to the lake. "We should go swimming." Astrid responded.

"Would the water be freezing?" Hiccup asked.

"Exactly." Astrid answered, and suddenly stood up and untied her hair.

As she now began to take off her clothes, first with her skull emblazoned shoulder pads, Hiccup averted his eyes as much as possible.

After a few minutes of hearing her clothing drop to the ground, Hiccup heard a big splash, which meant that Astrid was now in the water, waiting for Hiccup.

"Alright, Hiccup, now it's your turn." Astrid said. "Okay, but no peeking, so please turn around." Hiccup said, and Astrid nodded and turned around.

Hiccup first took off his fur vest, then his green tunic, both his fur boots, one that was covering his right foot, and the other, which was covering his prosthetic leg. He also took off his brown belt, and brown pants, and then his underwear. Finally, he removed his prosthetic carefully, and he left it near his clothes on the ground. Hiccup was just a few steps from the lake, where he poked his right toe in the water. Hiccup took a few steps back and he dived into the lake. When Astrid turned around, she saw that Hiccup was shivering, and his teeth were chattering.

"Come on, Hiccup! It's not that cold." Astrid said. "It's freezing!" Hiccup shouted.

"You have to swim around to get used to it." Astrid replied, while swimming over to him.

Hiccup couldn't believe this was happening. They were completely naked together in the lake at the cove alone. Astrid took his hand, pulling him deeper into the water, and didn't let go as they floated in the water. After a few minutes, they were now facing each other. They stared at each other for a while, before Astrid came closer into Hiccup's arms. Hiccup's eyes widened as her body came in contact with his.

"Uhh..." Hiccup muttered shocked.

"Just relax, Hiccup. Enjoy this moment." Astrid responded.

Hiccup soon relaxed and wrapped his arms around her.

"I going to miss you so much, Hiccup." Astrid said softly.

"I going to miss you too." Hiccup replied back.

After what seemed like forever just holding each other, Astrid got her head off Hiccup's shoulder and looked into his green eyes.

"I think it's time we got out of the water. There's something I want to give to you." Astrid said.

"Okay." Hiccup said.

Astrid took his hand as they began to get out of the water.

They were now out of the lake, dripping wet, and Hiccup walked over to his clothes. He was about to bend down to get his underwear when he suddenly felt Astrid's hand on his back.

"Hiccup, sit down and cross your legs." Astrid said, and Hiccup did exactly that.

Astrid walked over and sat across from where Hiccup was. Hiccup's eyes widened as he could see her bare chest up close.

"Well, uhh.. so what is it you want to give me?" Hiccup asked.

"You're leaving tomorrow and you'll be gone for a year. Lay down on your back, Hiccup, and then I'll give it to you." Astrid replied.

When Hiccup laid down, he soon realized what Astrid was taking about. He didn't feel this was the right time and the right place for her to give it up to him. Astrid had already crawled over to Hiccup and was now giving him passionate kisses all over his face.

"Astrid, could you wait a second?" Hiccup asked. Astrid didn't listen and continued to kiss him.

"No, Astrid, could you please stop!" Hiccup shouted, and Astrid immediately stopped and stared at him in shock.

"What's wrong?" Astrid asked. Hiccup opened his mouth to talk, but couldn't focus, since he was staring at her chest.

"Astrid, could you please cover yourself up?" Hiccup asked.

"Okay, but as long you do the same." Astrid replied.

"How about we just put our clothes back on?" Hiccup asked.

Astrid nodded, and they both went to where their clothes and put them on.

They both sat on the ground near the lake again.

"So what's the problem?" Astrid asked.

"I think if this is going to be special, then it should really happen on the night of our wedding." Hiccup answered.

"So you do want to marry me, don't you?" Astrid asked.

Hiccup suddenly blushed from Astrid's question, but then took a deep breath, and took both Astrid's hands.

"Yes, Astrid. I love you, and I can't live without you, because you're both the most beautiful girl in the world, and the greatest Viking of our age, and after five years together, I believe that you and I are truly meant to be together, and that's why I wanted to ask, will you marry me?" Hiccup answered.

Astrid was now smiling and she went over, and hugged Hiccup so hard, he felt like he was going to burst. After they kissed for a few minutes, they were gazing into each other's eyes.

"I love you too, Hiccup, and I can't wait for you to be my husband." Astrid responded.

"Do you think you can wait a year? After I return from my trip?" Hiccup asked.

"Only if you promise you won't fall for another girl at that village." Astrid replied.

"I promise." Hiccup said while nodding.

"Good, but we still need to make this night special." Astrid responded.

"I hope you don't mean what you wanted us to do earlier?" Hiccup asked.

"Of course not. You can just wrap your arms around me, and we'll lay down on the grass together. How does that sound?" Astrid asked.

"That sounds great." Hiccup answered.

They both laid down on the grass, and closed their eyes as they snuggled together, and then fell asleep in each other's arms. They enjoyed each other's closeness as the moon shined on the couple in all its' splendor, covering them with a blue and magical glow.


	4. Goodbye, My Fellow Vikings

_**Chapter 4: Goodbye, My Fellow Vikings**_

As the sun began to rise over the cove, Hiccup slowly began to wake up. When the Viking noticed that he had Astrid in his arms, he realized he was going to not just miss spending time with her, but also the island of Berk itself. A few weeks after he had defeated the Red Death, his father decided that he was going to be the chief of the tribe, at least, when he got married. At first, he didn't feel great about taking on the job in the future, but one night, Astrid was able to convince him that he would be a great leader. He felt very happy and lucky and grateful to be with Astrid.

Hiccup remembered back when he was at the harbor watching as Toothless was being taken away, to help the tribe locate the dragon's nest and Astrid asked him why he didn't kill Toothless. When Hiccup said he wouldn't kill him because he looked just as afraid as he was, he realized that his mercy towards Toothless was an act of bravery, and not an act of weakness. With knowing that, Hiccup wouldn't have been able to come up with a plan, to get back Toothless, and save the tribe from the Red Death. He soon thought it was very soon to propose to Astrid, but deep down, he knew he couldn't live without her. Now that they are engaged, he couldn't be happier. When Astrid began to wake up, she smiled as soon as she looked up and saw Hiccup's face.

"Good morning." Hiccup said, smiling back.

"Same to you." Astrid replied.

"I'm sorry that I didn't give you a ring last night." Hiccup said.

"Don't worry, Hiccup. It doesn't matter. I'm just happy you did propose." Astrid responded.

"Well, I'm leaving today. Should we tell our parents we're getting married?" Hiccup asked.

"No, after you get back from your trip, then we'll tell them together." Astrid answered.

"Sounds good." Hiccup said, and they kissed.

"Well, I guess we should be heading back." Hiccup said.

"Not yet. We still have a lot of time to ourselves." Astrid mentioned.

"Alright, then." Hiccup replied.

For the next hour, they stayed at the cove, and after, they walked back to the village, holding hands.

"So when I get back from my trip, we'll start planning the wedding, right?" Hiccup asked.

"Yes, that's right. Now that's settled, you should get Toothless and the things you packed. It would be better for you to get to that village, while the sun is up." Astrid said.

"Good idea." Hiccup said.

They had a kiss on the lips, then Hiccup went toward his house. He grabbed the basket he packed his things in, and then he called for his best friend.

"Hey, Toothless! Are you in here?" Hiccup loudly asked.

Toothless suddenly came down the stairs, and now he was sitting in front of Hiccup.

"I hope you're ready to go flying, because we're going on a trip today."

Toothless growled and nodded, which Hiccup knew meant yes.

"Good. I just need to say goodbye to Dad, and we'll go."

Hiccup called for his father, but he didn't answer.

"Hmm, I wonder where Dad is?" Hiccup thought.

"Maybe he's at the forge, talking to Gobber."

"Stay right here, bud. I'll be back." Hiccup told Toothless.

His pet dragon nodded, and Hiccup went outside his house, and then walked to the forge. When Hiccup got there, he called out for his dad, and Gobber, but neither of them was there. He looked around the village, and saw that there were no vikings or dragons around.

At first, Hiccup wondered if everyone had gone on a hunting trip without him, but then thought they would all be at the Great Hall. He took a deep breath before he began walking, up the stairs of one hundred-and-twenty five steps. As soon as he stepped in, he saw that it was filled near capacity, and every single face- human and dragon - was looking at him.

With Hiccup not having a moment to contemplate what was going on, the human population burst forth, crying out "Surprise!", while the dragons roared together in counterpoint. Hiccup took a startled step backwards, only to come into contact with his father's large body. Stoick's hands grasped Hiccup's shoulders to steady him.

"It's all for you, son." Stoick told Hiccup.

"Dad, what's all of this?" Hiccup asked.

"Well, since you are leaving today to go on a trip, that will definitely mean a lot to the changes our village has made, we decided to give you a magnificent goodbye party!" Stoick said excitedly.

"Whose idea was it?" Hiccup asked, and Stoick nodded his head to the right.

When Hiccup looked in that direction, he was pleasantly surprised, to see Astrid smiling, and broadly clapping with everyone else. Astrid winked which had Hiccup's whole face suddenly turning red. He was about to walk to where she was sitting, but then his father stopped him.

"Hold on, son. I'd like to give a speech first." Hiccup nodded, and stayed near his father, as they walked to the center of the hall.

When Stoick raised his right hand, every human, and dragon immediately stopped cheering and clapping.

"Welcome, my fellow vikings and new friends! First, I would like to thank you all for coming to be here, especially since this will be the last time we'll be seeing my son for a while."

Everyone now had a confused look on their face.

"Well, you should all know, that since the alliance of vikings, and dragons has been incredible for Berk for the five years, I have decided it would be great if other villages knew about this companionship, so my son Hiccup, and his dragon will be going on a trip for a year to the Kingdom Of Corona for dragon awareness. To prove that dragons mean no harm and they can be your friends, your allies, your companions!" Stoick shouted and then he took a mug of mead, and rose it up high.

"Now, let us all raise our mugs, in hope that my son will successfully bring the friendship of vikings and dragons to another village!"

Every viking immediately did the same, raising their mug up high, while the dragons roared together again.

"Now then, go on son, join Astrid and have fun." Stoick said as he sent Hiccup towards Astrid and the rest of the teens, as he took his seat right next to her at the head table.

Everyone else who was sitting: Fishlegs, Snotlout, and the Thorston twins, Tuffnut and Ruffnut, immediately went to talking to Hiccup while they each ate through their meal of meat and vegetables.

"So who are you going to meet when you get to Corona?" Fishlegs asked.

"I believe I'm going to meet not just the King and Queen, but also their daughter, who is the Princess." Hiccup said.

"Hey, I bet the princess must be very pretty." Tuffnut said while giving a smile.

Astrid, along with Ruffnut, were now glaring at Tuffnut, which caused his smile to disappear.

"Either way, there's already only one girl in the world for me." Hiccup said, giving Astrid one of his goofy grins.

Astrid smiled back, and they shared a passionate kiss.

"Wow, you two seem very happy." Ruffnut said.

"Yes we are. In fact, don't tell anyone what we told you, but the truth is... we're getting married." Astrid said.

At first, the other teens looked shocked, but eventually had a happy on their face.

"I thought you said we'll wait to tell everyone." Hiccup told Astrid.

"Yes, but I never said we'll wait to tell our friends." Astrid said.

"So, was this party your idea?" Hiccup asked Astrid before taking a bite a meat.

"Well, I mentioned it, and everyone else was interested and thought it should happen. What do you think?" Astrid asked.

"I think it's pretty special." Hiccup replied while smiling.

When they heard that musicians were preparing to play music, Hiccup suddenly stood up.

"Hey, Astrid. Would you like to dance?" He asked while holding out his hand.

"I would love to." Astrid replied, as she took Hiccup's hand and they went to where the dance floor was, and they began dancing to the sounds of drums, pipes, flutes, and harps.

They had a great time dancing. After a while, Hiccup decided that while he was having fun, he should be leaving to Corona by now.

"Excuse me for ending our dance, but I really think I must go on my trip." Hiccup said.

"Okay." Astrid replied, and immediately gave him a big hug.

"Just make sure to be careful." Hiccup nodded.

"Don't worry, I will." He walked over to where his father was.

"Hey dad, I think it's time for me to go now." Hiccup said.

"Okay, son. Do you need help getting your things?" Stoick asked.

Hiccup shook his head. "No, that's okay. I can do that on my own. Could you help me down the steps?" Hiccup asked.

"Of course, but first, let me tell everyone you're leaving." Stoick said.

Hiccup nodded, and then watched his father walk to the center of the hall.

"Excuse me, everyone. I would like all of you to know that my son has decided to leave for his trip now, so we will watch him as he and his dragon fly off to Corona."

Stoick returned to Hiccup to help down the steps, while every viking and dragon followed. When he was at the bottom of the steps, Hiccup went to his house to get Toothless and the basket which he packed his things in. Once he was inside, he went upstairs to put on his riding vest.

"Hey, Toothless. Come with me, bud. It's time to go." Hiccup told to his dragon when he came downstairs.

Toothless nodded, and immediately followed his rider. They walked over to the cliff of the island, and Hiccup attached his basket with Toothless, and when he looked back, he smiled as everyone, from his father, and Astrid, and rest of the tribe starting cheering. Hiccup turned around, and climbed aboard his best friend, as he slid his foot into the stirrup.

"Farewell," Astrid whispered to Hiccup, though he couldn't hear her. "Godspeed. Make good choices."

"Ready, bud?" Hiccup asked. Toothless snorted, and the rider and dragon shot off the cliff and into the sky.

Everyone watched until they were only a speck in the distance, and finally, until they had disappeared altogether. Hiccup felt fantastic as they soared out over the churning ocean waves gleaming in the sunshine.

Suddenly, Hiccup began to think about Tuffnut said. "Hmm, I wonder if the princess really is pretty..."


	5. A Task For The Princess

**_Chapter 5: A Task For The Princess_**

Rapunzel didn't feel happy as she woke up in her four poster bed, in the castle she was now living with her real parents. Even though she was in the place where she should have been all these years, there were still things she missed so badly. First of all, she missed having long,beautiful, blonde hair that was seventy feet long. There were many things she had done with her hair: used it as a swing, wrapped it around objects, like a pulley or a door handle, had it braided with flowers.

Most importantly, she was able to heal and reverse aging when she sang a special song. She would sing that song while a woman named Mother Gothel stroked her hair with a brush. There are times when Rapunzel would miss her. Whether it is right or not, she has considered Mother Gothel her mother for eighteen years.

It was hard for Rapunzel to stop seeing her as one. The King and Queen, despite what they do to make up for all the lost time, don't really know her. They have to keep being reminded of her favorite foods, what dresses she'd approve of, what instruments she plays, and what books take her interest.

"Mother Gothel would have known everything." Rapunzel thought, then instantly regretted it.

"Mother Gothel was selfish, and she never loved me. She only wanted me for my magic hair."

She still wonders, though, remembering all the hours, the days, the months, and the years of careful attention that Mother Gothel had spent with her as she was growing up. Rapunzel was taught to read and sing, cook and bake, polish and wax, mop the floor and do laundry. She also learned to play guitar and with darts, knit and sew, make candles, and puzzles and paper mache, do ballet and chess, and pottery and ventriloquy.

It had been Mother Gothel who suggested that Rapunzel use her painting abilities to decorate the walls of the tower. Whenever Rapunzel got sick, Mother Gothel would spend days and nights at her side, bringing her entertainment, and convincing her to eat the food she made. Finally, there were the white shells Mother Gothel brought from a three day journey, just so Rapunzel could have a nice shade of yellow paint.

'I love you. I love you more. I love you most,' the words that still haunt her, and she is still not sure they're entirely untrue, but there is no use dwelling on the past.

Rapunzel has a whole new world to explore now, and she wished the man she loved, Eugene Fitzherbert, was around to do that with her. At first, Rapunzel was very afraid Eugene would still be punished for all the crimes he committed as Flynn Rider. Especially if he received the death penalty, but she managed to tell her parents that it was Eugene who saved her from Mother Gothel and brought her back to the kingdom. Eugene was immediately granted a pardon of all those crimes, so he wouldn't be facing death, or any time in jail, but he still needed to prove he was a changed man.

He decided to enlist in the Royal Guard, but it required taking many lessons, for which he was at first hesitant, but then went through with them. For the first year, the couple did their best to spend time with each other while Rapunzel had her princess lessons, and Eugene had his own with the Royal Guard. After he finally finished his lessons, Eugene had to be sent off for a year to visit the neighboring kingdoms. Rapunzel was disappointed that Eugene would be missing two special events that will take place in Corona this year: her very first royal ball, for which the lessons she was taking were to have her prepared and ready.

Rapunzel had hoped Eugene could have been able to come, but she's sure to still have a royal escort for the ball. There also happens to be her birthday, for which she spent her last one with Eugene in a boat to finally see the floating lanterns. Before, the King and Queen and all the people in the kingdom released thousands of those lanterns in hope that their lost princess would return. Now that she has returned, this time, everyone will join together in the palace courtyard to dance and release the lanterns in joy and happiness. Suddenly, Rapunzel heard a knock at the door.

"Come in." She said, and a servant entered the room and did a curtsy before speaking to Rapunzel.

"Good morning, Princess!" The servant said cheerfully. "Did you have a good night sleep?"

"Yes, I did." Rapunzel replied while nodding.

"Well, that's good. Now, you should get dressed, because your parents want to talk to you." The servant explained.

"This early?" Rapunzel asked. "Yes, dear. It seems very important." The servant replied.

"Okay then. I'll get dressed." Rapunzel immediately got up, and walked to her bathroom to get cleaned up, while the servant worked on the bed, rearranging it with fresh, clean sheets.

After Rapunzel had a shower, and wrapped herself in a plush towel, she went to her drawer and found a new pink dress to wear. When the servant had finished making the bed, she led Rapunzel out of her bedroom, down the grand stairs, and the hall to the dining room. When Rapunzel arrived, she saw her parents, King Frederic and Queen Arianna, smiling, while sitting side by side at the table. Rapunzel took a seat across from her parents, and happily greeted them. "Good morning, mom and dad!" Rapunzel said.

"How are you doing, sweetheart?" Queen Arianna kindly asked.

"I'm great. The servant said there's something you both wanted to talk to me about?" Rapunzel asked.

"Yes dear. Now, have you heard of Berk?" King Frederic asked.

Rapunzel shook her head. "No, dad, what is Berk?" She asked.

"It's an island, a village where a tribe of vikings live. A month ago, one of them, who happens to be the chief of the tribe, visited our kingdom. See, he told us that, for the past 300 years, their island has been plagued by attacks from dragons that steal their livestock and burn their buildings. Then, on one night, while an attack was happening very early in the morning, a young viking, who happens to be the chief's son, decided he was going to capture and kill a dragon for the very first time, so he could show the tribe that he was a true viking.

He wanted to catch the most rare and intelligent dragon, which is called the Night Fury, and with the help of an invention he made himself, he was able to capture this dragon. Though it took a long time, he found it trapped in his invention, and so he got out a knife, taking small steps to make sure if it was still alive, and it was, and just before he was about to lower the knife, he took one look at the dragon's eyes, and he just couldn't do it.

He set the dragon free, and while the dragon soon cornered him, it decided not to kill the viking either. The viking and the dragon soon started a friendship, and together, the viking discovered the truth behind the dragons' raid of his village: they were stealing the livestock to bring over to another island to a dragon that was bigger than all of them.

They realized that the dragons were forced to feed the big dragon from what they steal from Berk, or else, the big dragon ate them instead. The viking and his dragon immediately came up with a plan to defeat this big dragon, and later they did, and after that, the dragons became pets and companions for everyone in the village, and it's been a whole year since that happened." King Frederic explained.

"So all of that happened because the chief's son wouldn't kill a dragon?" Rapunzel asked.

"That's right, and what's more is, later today, he and his pet dragon are not only coming to our kingdom to visit, but they're staying with us." Queen Arianna said.

"Really? For how long?" Rapunzel asked.

"About a year." King Frederic answered.

"I can't wait to meet them!" Rapunzel replied cheerfully.

"Which is why we have a task for you." Queen Arianna said.

"Okay, so what is it?" Rapunzel asked.

"Your task is to make sure that they're having a good time here at all times, that they feel comfortable and relaxed while they're here. You'll introduce them to the people of the kingdom and show them to all the shops and activities." King Frederic said.

"Mom, dad, don't worry, I promise I'll do this task right," Rapunzel said, while she went over and gave both her parents a hug.

"By the way, do the viking and dragon have a name?" Rapunzel asked.

"Yes, the viking's name is Hiccup Horrendous Haddock The Third, and his dragon's name is Toothless." Queen Arianna answered.

"Why is the dragon named Toothless?" Rapunzel asked.

"Sorry dear, we don't know. You'll have to ask Hiccup when they arrive." King Frederic replied.

"Okay then, I'll do that." Rapunzel said, and then walked back up to her room.

When she laid down on her bed, Pascal, the chameleon who was her best friend, suddenly crawled up the bed post and laid down next to her face.

"I guess you got a good night's sleep, huh?" Rapunzel asked. Pascal happily squeaked, which obviously meant yes.

"Well, I'm glad you're feeling great, because we'll be having guests coming over to stay with us!" Pascal suddenly jumped up in excitement.

"I know, it's great, especially because I'll have something to do to keep myself busy while Eugene is away." Rapunzel said.

She soon started to think about the viking. "Hmm...Hiccup...now that sounds like a cute name for a boy..."
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As they flew across the waves of the water, Hiccup and Toothless were both enjoying the majestic scenery. The clouds looked as if someone had painted them across the sky, and they reflected down onto the ocean, which looked glassy in the sunlight. Hiccup kept thinking about how it's going to be when he and his best friend meet the Princess and her family.

"I really hope they all like Toothless, because that would be great!" Hiccup thought to himself. "I wonder if I should take the Princess on a flight. While I don't think Astrid would be happy about it if I did, but I'm sure the Princess would love this! You know, being up high in the sky, being able to touch the clouds, and see all the amazing colors. Although it wouldn't be a date. It would only happen just to prove that dragons are friendly and can help us with anything." Hiccup suddenly stopped thinking when Toothless roared.

"What is it, bud?" Hiccup asked, and when he looked up, he saw they were getting close to a craggy hillside, and decided to land there.

As soon as they did, Hiccup carried the basket with one hand while Toothless walked by his side.

"Maybe the princess has a pet of her own. If she does, then I'm hope Toothless will get along with him or her," Hiccup thought.

After a few hours of walking through the forest, Toothless' ears suddenly perked up, as he heard the sound of trees moving and people talking. Toothless lightly growled, as the sounds were coming closer, so close Hiccup could hear them, and he put down the basket he was carrying and put his hand on Toothless' nose.

"Don't worry, bud. I'm sure it's nothing." Hiccup said.

Suddenly, a group of three men came out of some bushes, and were now facing the young viking and his pet dragon. Hiccup and Toothless saw that they were all wearing armor and helmets that looked very different, especially because they had an image of a sun on them. They were also wearing white gloves and black boots. One of them then came forward and took a scroll from his pocket and unrolled it.

"Are you Hiccup Horrendous Haddock The Third?" The guard asked. "Yes, that's me." Hiccup said, while nodding.

"We are the Royal Guard of the Kingdom of Corona, and we have been instructed from the royal family to bring you to their castle, which is where you will be staying with the King and Queen and their daughter, the Princess, for exactly an entire year."

Hiccup's eyes widened, as he didn't know until now that he was going to stay with the Princess and her family.

Hiccup snapped out of it when another guard asked if he was alright. "Oh! Yeah, I'm fine." Hiccup said.

"Now then, if you could follow us, we'll reach our destination in no time." One of the guards said.

Much later, the sounds of the kingdom began to ring in the distance. When Hiccup and Toothless heard the sound, they went to find the source, as they both darted to the crest of a nearby hill, and in front of them, lay a kingdom that was more amazing than anything they could have ever imagined. Bordered by a body of crystal-blue water, an elegant castle sparkled in the sun, flags flying from the top of its many spires. A village of lovely stone and wood cottages and small bridges nestled at its base. Hiccup began to believe that living in the Kingdom of Corona would be so better than living at a village where it snows nine months of the year, and hails the other three.

"Excuse me?" A guard asked.

Hiccup turned around and saw the guards over by a bridge.

"Once we cross this bridge, we're at the kingdom." The guard said.

Hiccup and Toothless went over and followed the guards across the bridge made of white bricks. Once they reached the kingdom's gates, they began to walk on the cobblestone streets, and Hiccup looked around and saw that Corona had more buildings than Berk has now. There are so many thatched- roofed houses and inviting shops.

He also noticed everyone in the village, young and old, male and female, human and animal, were staring at him and Toothless, at least until a guard told everyone to get back to what they were even doing. After a while of walking up the streets, Hiccup and Toothless and the guards made it to the large door of the castle, and the guards knocked on the door. A few minutes later, the door opened and standing in front of them were the King and Queen of the kingdom.

"Thank you for bringing them here, gentlemen. We'll take it from here," King Frederic told the guards.

They all nodded and started walking back to the village.

"Now then, as you know, we've been expecting, well, both of you. So please come in," King Frederic said.

"You don't mind having a dragon in your castle, sir?" Hiccup asked.

The Queen shook her head. "Of course not. As long as it doesn't eat anything that's not food and it doesn't make a mess." Queen Arianna said.

"Yes, ma'am. I promise I'll keep an eye on Toothless." Hiccup agreed.

"By the way, why is your dragon's name 'Toothless'?" King Frederic asked.

"Maybe we should sit down somewhere so you'll both know not just that, but so much more too." Hiccup replied.

Both the King and Queen nodded and let Hiccup and Toothless in, and then closed the door. Hiccup was amazed as he looked around the castle. It was magnificent, especially since he saw it had many pictures and paintings across the walls.

Finally, they all came to the dining room, and both the eyes of the young viking and his dragon widened when they saw it. The table had the size to feed about fifty people. The King and Queen each took a seat on the right, while Hiccup took a seat from the left, and Toothless had laid down on the carpet near him. They didn't know about his new leg, at least not yet, since he had it hidden in another boot he was wearing.

"Wait a minute, our princess should be here too. I'm sure she'll want to know everything. Rapunzel!" King Frederic shouted.

The King and Queen got out of their chairs to stand, while Hiccup did the same. Just about five minutes passed before the Princess came in their sight. Hiccup could not believe his eyes of the young woman he was looking at.

She had slender, green eyes, and short brown hair just like him. She was wearing a purple dress with long pink sleeves and a lavender corset. Finally, she was barefoot, which Hiccup thought was very odd. Rapunzel was now standing in front of him.

"Rapunzel, I'd like you to meet who we were talking about earlier today.

This is Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third, and this is Toothless, his dragon." Queen Arianna told her daughter.

When Rapunzel stuck out her hand, Hiccup just looked confused.

"You're supposed to shake her hand. It's how people greet each other." King Frederic acknowledged.

Hiccup immediately went out and shook the Princess' hand.

"It's very nice to meet you." Rapunzel said softly.

Hiccup slightly blushed when he heard the Princess' voice.

"I wonder if she has a great singing voice." Hiccup thought.

Rapunzel went over and had a seat between her mother and father. The King and Queen both sat down, as well as Hiccup.

"First of all, I named the dragon Toothless because of his retractable teeth. Is there anything else you want to know?" Hiccup asked.

Rapunzel raised her hand. "What's it like now having dragons as your pets?" She asked.

"It's great! We can fly anywhere with them. Now, we feel very safe when they're around. They can protect us, no matter what." Hiccup answered.

"Please, Hiccup. Tell us your story. How did you end the three hundred war between vikings and dragons?" Queen Arianna asked.

Hiccup began the story of what happened five years ago, first with how he caught Toothless with the bolas-cannon shooting contraption he made, along with the many other inventions he came up with. Why he decided not to kill him, and let him go. How he and Toothless slowly started to trust each other, and developed a make-shirt harness and prosthetic tail that allows him to guide the dragon in free flight. How his experiences with Toothless were able to transfer to the classes of dragon training with the other species of dragons. What the real reason was for why all those dragons have been raiding their village for so long, and finally, his plan to defeat the giant dragon that was controlling them. By the time Hiccup had finished the story, it was beginning to be dark outside.

"Well, that was a very great story. I still can't believe that it's all true." King Frederic said.

"Rapunzel, I think it's time we show Hiccup the room where he'll be staying, don't you think?" The King asked his daughter.

"Yes! Absolutely." Rapunzel said cheerfully.

"Hiccup, please bring your things, and follow us." Queen Arianna said.

Hiccup nodded, and grabbed his basket.

"C'mon bud, we're going upstairs." Hiccup told to his dragon, who was by his side, as they followed the Princess and her parents up the grand stairs.
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"Mr. Haddock, I hope that you and your dragon will find the room we chose for your accommodations to come to your satisfaction." Queen Arianna said, only to receive a look a confusion on Hiccup's face.

"I'm sorry to be rude, but I didn't really understand what you just said. Back at my village, I've never heard anyone talk like that before." Hiccup replied.

"What my mother meant to say when she said that was we hope you and Toothless will like the room that you'll be staying in for the year." Rapunzel responded.

"I think me and Toothless should at least see what our room looks like first if we're going to be sure about that." Hiccup mentioned.

"Oh, both of you have absolutely nothing to worry about, because every room in this castle has impressively beautiful qualities, which makes each of them very special to us." King Frederic explained.

"That's good to know, and I hope one of these qualities is that they have enough space for a dragon, because in Berk, Toothless always had to stay outside my house to get a good night's sleep." Hiccup said.

"Really? Dragons have finally become your friends in Berk, but not any of the houses can fit a dragon, especially yours? It must be a disappointment for them not to be with their human every night." Rapunzel replied.

"The dragons don't really mind at all, and besides, it's much better that way. While the island became a home for the dragons, every house is more of a home for only the Vikings, and the only place that can fit everyone altogether is the Great Hall." Hiccup said.

"What's the Great Hall? Is that place an enormous hallway, just like the ones that we have right here in this castle?" Rapunzel asked, and what she got after asking that was look of bafflement on the faces of both Toothless and Hiccup.

"No, Rapunzel, it's not a hallway. It's actually a large building which is served for a multitude of purposes. It's for talking, eating, drinking, and having a meeting." Hiccup explained.

"Well then, it seems like you're quite lucky to be in Corona, because the kingdom definitely has a lot of buildings for everyone to do all of those things." Rapunzel mentioned.

"Great. Me and Toothless can't wait to see what Corona has to offer while we're staying here. Anyway, have we reached our room yet or do we still need to keep going?" Hiccup asked.

"It's good that all of us had been talking to keep ourselves busy while finding it, because we finally made it to your new room, Hiccup. Are you and Toothless ready to see it?" Rapunzel questioned.

"I sure do know that I am! What about you, bud?" Hiccup asked, turning over to face his scaly friend, who kindly gave a short growl as a response.

King Frederic came toward the door and once he had opened it, both the Viking and his dragon were simply amazed, because they had never seen a room like this before in their lives. Even though the bedroom did have much more space than the one Hiccup had back in Berk, the very first thing that he immediately noticed was the bed to the left side. It was a four-poster bed which had decorative fabric draped across the upper space between the posts and a solid swath of cloth that created a canopy directly over the bed. Hiccup could also see a door that was over on the right side, and it instantly peaked at his curiosity.

"Could someone please happen to tell me what's behind that door?" Hiccup asked.

"It leads the way to your very own personal bathroom, Mr. Haddock. You can have either a shower or a bath, and I'm sure the warm water will come useful with both of them." Queen Arianna answered.

"Would it be alright for me to show you and Toothless around the room? You've only heard just one thing about the room that makes it so special." Rapunzel suggested.

She was about to walk even further into Toothless and Hiccup's room when someone had laid a hand on Rapunzel's shoulder to keep her from going another step.

"I'm sorry, dear, but I'm afraid that there's isn't much time for that right now because it's very late and that's why we should get back to our own bedrooms and get some sleep." King Frederic mentioned.

"Yes, dad. I'm sorry, but it's just always so exciting to have a new visitor come to our kingdom! Hiccup and Toothless must be so tired and exhausted." Rapunzel replied.

"Before you guys go, I'd like to thank you for being so nice and understanding about all of this. What I mean by that is all of you being okay with me and my best friend staying here in your kingdom." Hiccup kindly said.

"Your welcome, Mr. Haddock. You seem to be such a sweet young man to say that, and so we'll make sure to have everyone treat in Corona you and your dragon with the utmost respect." Queen Arianna responded.

"Thank you very much, and good night." Hiccup said, while giving a bow to be polite and thoughtful for them.

"Good night, and enjoy your brand new room, Mr. Haddock." The King and Queen both said at the same time before closing the door.

Once the door was shut, Toothless instantly found a good space on the floor to lay down, and soon he was quickly down and out, sleeping like a hard rock. Hiccup raised one of his arms and quickly gave a sniff of his body odor, and even though it wasn't that bad, and it usually never was, he still felt that it wouldn't be so early to get himself fresh and clean. Cleanliness was obviously an important thing to Hiccup, because during the time he grew up in Berk, he would take a bath three or four times each week. Hiccup had always known that if anyone ever did find out, people would make fun of him, and that's why he was so worried when Astrid had asked him about it.

While she did uproariously laugh at first, Astrid gave Hiccup a deep kiss and told him that she really didn't have any complaints about it at all. Snotlout and Tuffnut had also found out about Hiccup's bathing habits, and seemed to take great delight –especially Snotlout- in making fun of him, telling him that he was being girly, to which Hiccup invariably retorted that, as far as he was concerned, _he_ didn't smell like a crate of two-years old fishes that even dragons would not consider edible, and that _he_ was the one who had _Astrid_ for a _girlfriend, _and_ S_notlout usually would visibly deflate at that.

When Hiccup opened the door to the bathroom and slowly walked inside, he was really blown away with the bathroom's marvelous features. It had a large private cast iron bathtub with porcelain interior on a "claw foot" pedestal, which was much different than the ones that they used to bathe in Berk. The bathtubs that the Vikings used were also constructed by them with wooden staves and steel bands very much like a very large barrel, and the staves were usually made of redwood, cedar, or teak. The floor was created with many tiles of the same shape and size making a remarkable hexagon pattern, which Hiccup thought was pretty neat and nifty.

Hiccup walked over to take a look at the huge rectangle-shaped mirror which had enough space for both him and Toothless to see their reflection at the same time. In fact, Toothless could be able to feel free and go around the bathroom, just as long as he was careful and didn't accidentally break anything. Hiccup saw on top of the drawer that there were a lot of things that he had never seen before, which included face cloths, bars of soap, and bottles of shampoo, body lotion, bath foam, and conditioner. The Viking walked over to the bathtub and saw two glass knobs connected to it, with one of them having a capital letter 'H' in the color of bright red, while the other featured a capital 'C' in the color of light blue.

Hiccup quickly knew what the colored letters meant, which were hot and cold, so since he obviously wanted a nice, warm bath, Hiccup turned the 'H' knob on the left until water started to come out and into the tub. Hiccup did the same routine with taking off his clothing, starting with his fur vest, and then his green tunic, both his fur boots, one that was covering his right foot, and the other, which was covering his prosthetic leg. He also took off his brown belt, and brown pants, and then his underwear. Finally, Hiccup carefully removed his prosthetic, and he safely left it on the ground, while he laid his clothes in an organized pile on the drawer.

The dragon rider got himself into the white tub by raising the half of his left leg and then his right foot before he was finally settled and comfortable. _Yes, _Hiccup thought as he smiled to herself and let all the muscles of his body relax into the warm, welcoming water in the bathtub. For a good moment of time, which was about ten minutes, Hiccup stayed in a cool, calm, and collected position while keeping his eyes closed before he felt that he was good and ready to come out. Before he did that, Hiccup pulled out the cork from the bottom of the tub to have the water drained through the pipes from beneath the floors of the castle.

To dry himself off, he used a long towel, which was a great combination of being soft, smooth, quite fluffy, and put on a bathrobe which was just as light and comfortable. Hiccup grabbed his clothes from the drawer and his prosthetic from off the hexagon-tiled floor, and once he had just walked out of the bathroom, Hiccup heard a knock on the door, which was quick and not so loud, but he was sure that he had heard it. He took a short moment to reattach his prosthetic before going over and opening the door, and he was expecting that it was King Frederic or Queen Arianna, or it could have been both of them behind the door, but to his surprise, this person wasn't either of them. It happened to be their young daughter, Rapunzel, who seemed to have a mixed look of worry and excitement on her face, which obviously caused much concern for Hiccup.

"Rapunzel, what are you doing here? Is something wrong?" Hiccup asked, and Rapunzel shook her head before giving a response back to him.

"No, Hiccup, nothing's wrong. Even though it's very late, and not really such a good time, it's just that I wanted to check up on you, and see how you were doing in your new room and... oh my gosh! Hiccup, what happened to your left leg?" Rapunzel asked, while looking down at Hiccup's prosthetic leg.

"It's really a long story, but if you would like to know what happened, please do come in, but just make sure not to wake up Toothless, even though he's a heavy sleeper." Hiccup replied, while having the door open for her.

Being very careful, Rapunzel had slowly started to make her way through the door, and once she was inside the room, Hiccup quietly closed the door before walking over to her.
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"Rapunzel, I hope you don't mind, but before we talk, I'd really like to change into a set of different clothes for when I go to bed later tonight." Hiccup said.

"Of course, and I promise that I'll make sure not to wake up Toothless while I wait here on this bed for you to change and come back." Rapunzel replied.

Hiccup gave a smile before he grabbed his clothes from the bed, from which he had laid them down on, and walked over to the bathroom, and once he was inside, Hiccup closed the door behind him. While Hiccup was changing in the bathroom, Rapunzel kept herself occupied by quietly watching Toothless, and she soon became simply fascinated with the deep and heavy cat-like sound he was making. Less than five minutes have passed before Hiccup eventually came out of the bathroom, which captured Rapunzel's attention with the sound of the door opening, as she instantly turned her head to see him.

Hiccup was barefoot while wearing a long white shirt and pants that were also the colour of white, and he made his way over to the bed, trying to be as silent as he could, but that was actually impossible with the prosthetic foot squeaking with every step he took. Rapunzel couldn't help but let out a few giggles from hearing the squeaks from the prosthetic, since she thought it sounded a little funny, but she instantly soon felt bad about doing so, because the prosthetic was the exact thing that she wanted Hiccup to tell her about. Hiccup sat down on the bed and took a deep breath for himself and a short glance before turning around to face Rapunzel and start having a conversation with her.

"Do you remember when I told you and your parents about the time when me and Toothless were fighting against the giant dragon known as the Red Death?" Hiccup asked.

"Yes, I remember and it was an amazing story to hear, and why do you ask? Was there anything else that you forgot to tell while you were talking about that part of the story?" Rapunzel replied.

"No, I didn't forget. It's just that I decided not to include a certain moment, and it happened after we managed to defeat the Red Death, but since you want to know of what happened to my leg, I'd like to tell you about the events leading up to it first, but only if you don't mind at least." Hiccup responded.

"I don't mind, Hiccup. Please, I'd like to hear everything." Rapunzel said right before she just stayed silent, while having her legs crossed, and nodding again, and she kept Hiccup continue on with what he was talking about to her.

"Even though I tried to steer Toothless away, the prosthetic tail that I made for him had caught on fire from the Red Death unleashing a long stream from its' mouth, and the brief sound told me all I needed to know: we didn't have much time left! An idea had stuck me. Maybe I could trick the Red Death into crashing into the ground, and I would still need a way to make sure it died, however. We had managed to get the Red Death's attention before making the fastest dive we had ever performed and cleared the ash cloud and saw the ground approaching fast, but not fast enough.

Even worse, the Red Death was gaining once more, and the smoldering holes in its wings were having no effect on its descent, and so I raced once again for an idea, and I came up with something. While the Red Death may have been fireproof on the outside, it couldn't be on the inside too, and just when the the Red Death had closed in on us, with the loud hiss of gas building up to blast us from its' mouth, I yelled out "Now" to Toothless. That's when he instantly flipped around in midair, so we were flying backwards, facing the Red Death's open mouth.

With his last shot, Toothless launched a blue fireball right in the massive ball of green gas that was forming in the Red Death's mouth, and it had the desired effect with starting to ignite and cook the insides of the big dragon's insides. The Red Death's eight eyes widened as the gas inside it ignited, creating a large, deadly fireball in its throat, and the Red Death's throat caught on fire and slowly began to started to explode from the inside out! It spread its wings out and tried to slow down its fall, but to no avail, with but its wings were tearing, and several holes had ripped through the membrane.

We were suddenly being dragged back almost right into the monster's jaws, but luckily, Toothless barely managed to avoid it and all of the hot air blew us higher up into the air! The Red Death hit the beach headfirst, creating a massive explosion that rocked the entire island, with fire beginning to consume it. Toothless flapped both sets of wings furiously, while all I could do was hang on and steer him through the spikes as the flames kept getting closer and closer!

The material on Toothless' artificial fin finally succumbed to the fire, and my heart skipped a beat as the cloth was torn off, leaving behind only the metal frame. However, we still had enough momentum going to get us clear and, with care, glide to the ground, but however, I didn't anticipate the Red's Death massive clubbed tail headed straight for us. I tried to swerve us out of the way, praying that it would just pass over, but it was too late as the large and bulbous tail impacted heavily on our left side, throwing me off of the saddle. Everything went dark after that, but not before I felt something wrap around my entire body, but I didn't know what it was at the time because I had already been knocked out by the club on the dragon's tail." Hiccup finished, and took a long breath after talking for so long.

"So I guess that it must have been Toothless who had protected you from the fire by using his wings to cover you up." Rapunzel said, assuming that's what happened.

"Yes, and every day, I'm so grateful to know that he was willing to sacrifice his own life to save mine, because if it wasn't for him doing that, I probably wouldn't be here right now." Hiccup replied, while turning to give a smile at his sleeping scaly friend.

"Hiccup, you're very lucky to have Toothless as a best friend, but what I still don't understand is how part of your left leg had managed to get so badly injured. Do you know what happened?" Rapunzel wondered.

"Rapunzel, to be honest, I'm still not sure what happened to my leg. My dad hasn't told me and I haven't asked him. There's a certain amount of things that could have happened between the time the Red Death's tail knocked us out of the sky and the time my dad found us crumpled on the ground, and I'd rather not speculate. If Toothless had anything, _anything_ _at all_ to do with it, he did it because there wasn't any other way." Hiccup explained.

"Don't worry, Hiccup. I completely understand that. So exactly how long were you unconscious, and during that time, were you able to feel any pain when they got rid of the injured part of your leg and attached a prosthetic?" Rapunzel asked, while she was surprised with herself for even asking such questions.

"I might have been knocked out for about a month or maybe even less than that, and yes, the pain I felt from the operation, was quite unbearable for me to handle. As soon as I started walking on the prosthetic, I knew that it was going to take a while for me to get used to it.

No matter what, Toothless was always there for me whenever I had any sort of trouble, and especially when I'm sleeping the prosthetic would suddenly cause so much pain which would leave me in sweat and screaming in the middle of the night.

I also remember having nightmares of the battle with the Red Death on most nights with each and every one of them starting from the moment that me and Toothless were leading the Red Death into the ground, but after I woke up, Toothless would make sure to help me feel better." Hiccup answered.

"Hiccup, you should know that I used to have many nightmares that would cause for me to be either crying or screaming." Rapunzel mentioned, and what she just said had captured the Viking's interests.

"Really, and do you still remember what your nightmares were about. I mean, if they made you scream and cry, did any of them include thunder and lightning or any scary monsters?" Hiccup asked, and then he felt quite stupid for saying those things, because he didn't want to have Rapunzel scared.

"No, they were usually about my hair, and even though you're probably not going to believe this, but I didn't really grow up with my hair always being short and brown. As long as you don't mind, I'd like to explain how it was different." Rapunzel requested, to which Hiccup responded by giving a simple nod.

"A very long time ago, a drop of sunlight fell to the ground and grew into a magical golden flower with healing abilities. One day, an elderly woman named Gothel found the flower and discovered its' powers when she sang to it. She was determined to keep this secret from the rest of the world and hid the flower to keep herself beautiful and young forever, as hundreds of years passed, and in that time a nearby kingdom prospered. Sadly, the young Queen fell deathly ill while pregnant, and soon the entire kingdom searched for a cure, but eventually a few guards had managed to find the flower and Gothel was powerless to stop them.

After drinking a broth made from the flower, the Queen was cured and the flower's abilities were given to her unborn child, which resided in her unusually long golden hair, and to celebrate the birth, the King and Queen released a floating lantern into the sky. In the middle of nighttime, Gothel carefully broke into the royal couple's room and sneaked to the baby's crib. When she tried to cut a lock of the baby's hair, Gothel saw that the hair turned brown and lost its power. Gothel decided to kidnap the infant instead and the King and Queen were awakened by their baby, but it was too late, and for many months, the people of the kingdom searched and searched, but they could never find their princess.

Gothel had isolated the baby in a hidden tower far away from the rest of the world, and raised her as her own daughter, while refusing to let the girl go outside, telling her the world was a dangerous place where people would try to hurt her and use her gift for themselves. Every year on the girl's birthday for the next eighteen years, her parents and the people of the kingdom released thousands of lanterns into the sky, in the hope that the lost princess would return one day, and luckily she did." Rapunzel finished.

"So in order for Gothel to receive the magic from your hair at anytime, what needed to happen?" Hiccup asked, while he was still in amazement that Rapunzel used to have long, blonde hair which was magical.

"The person must have themselves in physical contact with the hair in order for the magic to work when someone sings the song, and the hair also emitted a glowing light when the magic worked, and the song goes like this," Rapunzel said before singing the healing incantation.

_Flower gleam and glow_

_Let your power shine_

_Make the clock reverse_

_Bring back what once was mine_

_Heal what has been hurt_

_Change the fate's design_

_Save what has been lost_

_Bring back what once was mine_

_What once was mine_

Hiccup was left absolutely stunned in amazement from hearing Rapunzel's voice for a while, and then he soon snapped out of it when Rapunzel kept calling his name for a few times.

"Are you okay, Hiccup? It looked like you just didn't seem yourself for a moment there. Could it have been my singing, because I'm usually great at it. Pascal and my parents always look happy when they hear my voice." Rapunzel assumed.

"Yes, Rapunzel, I'm just great, and you really do have a wonderful voice. That's why I wasn't so focused for you to have my attention. I'm sorry for making you think otherwise." Hiccup replied.

"Thank you, Hiccup, and it's good to know that because now I can officially add you to the incredibly long list of people in Corona who enjoy hearing me sing, and if you want, whenever you're not in a good mood, I could sing to make you feel better, at least, if you think that it would help." Rapunzel suggested.

"I'm sure that it would, but I really don't think that it's necessary right now, but wait, do you actually have that kind of list? Did it take a long time for you to make it?" Hiccup asked.

"Sorry to disappoint you, but that part I said about the list was all just a joke. Even though I'm the princess of the kingdom, I'm sure that everyone would like my singing even if I wasn't a part of royalty." Rapunzel answered.

"How did you finally get yourself to not only leave that tower in the woods but also escape that woman who kidnapped you from your parents? Did you have anybody help you out?" Hiccup asked.

"While I did get plenty of encouragement from Pascal over the years, it wasn't until in one day before my birthday came, when a famous thief known as Flynn Rider had chosen to sneak into the tower to hide because he had stolen my crown from this castle. He had kept the crown in a satchel, and after I knocked him out with a frying pan, I was able to hide it under the staircase to my room, and have him tied up in a chair with my hair being tangled all around him. After talking for a while, we had managed to make a deal with each other, which was for Flynn to take me to see the lanterns and safely return me back to the tower, and only then I would give his satchel back to him." Rapunzel explained.

"Rapunzel, do you know whatever happened to Flynn? Did he keep your crown and run away or did he get sent back here to serve his punishment?" Hiccup asked, wanting to know much more about what's happened in Rapunzel's life.

"I would love to stay and tell you, but I think that it's time for me to go back to my room and get some much needed sleep, and I'm sure that you should too." Rapunzel mentioned.

"Yes, you're right, and Rapunzel, I just have to say that it was very nice for us to stay up and talk with each other, so thank you very much." Hiccup replied, while showing another one of his lopsided grins.

"Your welcome, and I'm so glad that we'll get to have a lot more conversations like this while you and Toothless are staying here with us. Goodnight." Rapunzel said, giving the Viking a quick hug before she walked over and closed the door behind her.

Hiccup took off his prosthetic and left it near the bed before getting into the sheets, and he eventually had gone to sleep, while having all of the things that Rapunzel told him in his mind.


	9. Big Breakfast

_**Chapter 9: Big Breakfast**_

Hiccup made a great big yawn and stretched out his arms when he started to wake up, and eventually realized that the bed he was in during his sleep last night felt much more comfortable for him than the one in his bedroom back on Berk. It was completely constructed out of wood except for the pillow and blanket, and there was only one of each with those, but this bed not only featured two extra pillows, but also a lot of sheets and blankets, which made it quite easy and relaxed for Hiccup. He looked up to check and see if Toothless was still sleeping or not, and to the Viking's surprise, his dragon suddenly came out from the left side of his bed, gently nudging Hiccup with his snout then put his paws up and started licking my face completely overjoyed at seeing me awake.

"It's nice to see you too, bud, even though we were only a few feet from each other. Good morning." Hiccup said, while wrapping his arms around his dragon's neck, and he suddenly remembered that if Toothless put any more of his weight to the bed, it could start to be destroyed.

"Toothless, please, you have to get off the bed, because we wouldn't want to give a bad message to the royal family by ruining the room that we're staying in." Hiccup reminded, and the Night Fury kindly obeyed with carefully getting himself off Hiccup's bed.

"Thanks, buddy, and just to let you know, while you were asleep, the Princess of the kingdom made a visit to our room last night, and the two of us ended up talking for what felt like forever, and she seemed really nice, so you don't really need to worry about me spending time with Rapunzel, because she's not like Astrid, at least, when you first met her." Hiccup said, as he got out of his bed, and attached his prosthetic right away.

"Now if you'll excuse me, I'm going to be in the bathroom so that I can change", Hiccup added, before walking into the bathroom and closing the door behind him.

Only a few minutes had passed by until Hiccup came out wearing his usual Viking attire, and he just put his folded pajamas back into the basket of his things when the door opened and Toothless immediately bared his teeth, growling, but he stopped when a woman appeared, but this time, she wasn't Rapunzel or even her mother, and the woman seemed to be wearing a nurse like uniform.

"Good morning, Mr. Haddock! It's good to see that you're already out of bed and all dressed up, so I suggest that you and your dragon should make your way down to the dining table in time for breakfast, and you don't need to worry about the bed, because it's my job to take care of that for you." The maid informed.

"Thanks, miss, it's really kind of you to do that, and c'mon, Toothless, let's bring ourselves downstairs before the food gets too cold for us to eat." Hiccup said, just as the maid took a few steps away from the door to let them go through.

Hiccup and Toothless made sure to be extra careful not to trip while going down the stairs, and once they approached the dining room table, the Viking and his dragon saw that both the King and Queen were already there and had taken a seat.

"Good morning, King and Queen of Corona. Wait, I'm sorry, that didn't sound right. What I meant to say to both of you is "Good morning, Your Royal Majesty." Hiccup greeted awkwardly, as he took a seat in one of the fifty chairs for the dinner table, and Toothless sat right by Hiccup's chair.

"Good morning to you, Mr. Haddock, and to your dragon as well. By the way, how about you just call us Frederic and Arianna, so it's not hard with using names for you." Queen Arianna suggested.

"I'd like to do that, but only if it's okay with you. I mean, wouldn't you think that it might be weird for me always calling you by your first names?" Hiccup asked.

"No, we don't mind at all, and besides, we want to make sure that during your stay in our kingdom, you'll be enjoying yourself and having a good time." King Frederic replied.

"Thank you, and I don't mean to change the subject or anything, but me and Toothless are pretty hungry, so when is the food going to come, and by the way, where's Rapunzel? Shouldn't she be here too, because I was hoping to talk with her a lot more." Hiccup responded.

"I'm guessing that our daughter snuck out of her room last night to give you a tour of your new room, and the two of you ended up talking for a long time. Mr. Haddock, wouldn't that be correct?" Queen Arianna assumed.

"No, Rapunzel didn't give any kind of tour, she just wanted to check up on me, and see how I was doing in my new room and then she noticed my leg, and she wanted to know what happened to it, so that's why I let her come inside, and before you know it, we talked for a while, and it was great." Hiccup answered.

"If you don't mind telling us, Mr. Haddock, what exactly happened to your leg to have Rapunzel so concerned about it?" King Frederic asked.

"After me and Toothless lead the Red Death up high enough into the clouds, Toothless' fake tail fin was set alight but he managed to shoot a blast of fire into the Red Death's mouth, setting its insides on fire. As the huge dragon crashed to the ground and exploded, I got knocked off when Toothless was unable to turn away from hitting the Red Death's tail, and he saved my life by diving into the inferno of the Red Death's body and wrapping me in his wings. To this day, I still don't know what happened to my leg for it to be cut off, like whether it caught on fire from the explosion, or if Toothless did something himself, but what I do know is that I'll always be grateful for him saving my life on that day." Hiccup explained.

"You're also very lucky to have him as your best friend too." Since it was neither the King or Queen who had said that, Hiccup turned his head to the right to see Rapunzel wearing her crown, a pink dress with short sleeves, and of course, no shoes, and he got up from his seat.

"Good morning, Rapunzel, you look beautiful. I enjoyed the talk that we had last night, so what about you, and did you have a good night's sleep?" Hiccup asked, and he soon became embarrassed that he said a lot of things, although it wasn't really the first time in which he talked that way.

"Thank you, Hiccup, and good morning to you as well. Yes, I did enjoy the conversation, and I kept thinking about all of things that you told me, so that's why I was hoping if after we've done with breakfast, we could go outside, and you could tell me a lot more about your life." Rapunzel suggested.

"Yes, we could do that, and while we're out, you wouldn't mind showing me and Toothless around Corona, because we'd like to see what your kingdom has to offer." Hiccup responded.

"I'm terribly sorry to interrupt your conversation, but perhaps the two of you should take a seat first, and that way, you'll both be able to have your breakfast, because I'm sure that it's going to be coming at any minute." Queen Arianna mentioned, while standing up in their direction.

"Right, and you don't need to worry about your chair, because I'll pull it out for you." Hiccup reminded, as he did exactly that, and not just Rapunzel, but also her parents were very pleased by Hiccup's act of kindness.

"Thank you, Hiccup, and it already seems like we're very lucky to have you staying here in our kingdom, because you're such a gentleman, and so I would love to show you and Toothless around today, but there's someone that I want you to meet. Pascal, could you please come out for me?" Rapunzel asked.

To Hiccup's surprise, a green chameleon suddenly appeared out from behind Rapunzel's neck, and he was now standing on the Princess' shoulder, and seemed to be speaking to her, as if she could actually understand what the small reptile was saying.

"Pascal, I would like you to meet the visitors who will be staying with us; the very first dragon rider, Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III, and his best friend, Toothless, who's also known as the rare Night Fury, and they've both come from the island of Berk, which is the home to the Viking tribe the Hairy Hooligans."

The chameleon immediately brought out one of his tiny hands for Hiccup to shake, for which he used two of his fingers from his left hand to do that.

"It's nice to finally meet you, Pascal. Although I can't say that we've heard a lot about you, I'm sure that all of us are going to have a lot of fun spending time together. We're just going to have breakfast, and then we'll be outside to enjoy the kingdom." Hiccup informed.

Pascal squeaked to Rapunzel again, but with a smile on his face this time, and from what he was seeing, Hiccup assumed that Rapunzel's friend would easily be getting along with not just him, but also with Toothless. When Hiccup looked down, he was surprised to see so much cutlery in front of him, as there were four forks on the left, with one of them being slightly taller than the others, as well as three knives, two spoons, and a different kind of utensil with two sharp ends used to pick up food.

"Rapunzel, I don't mean to bother you, but is it really necessary to have this much forks, knives, spoons, and mugs just for breakfast? Why have more than one anyway?" Hiccup asked, while he carefully leaned over to whisper those questions to her.

"My parents have told me many times that it's better to have more than one of something important, especially when you're having a meal, like if you were using a fork, but you accidentally dropped the fork onto the floor, then you could just pick up another one right in front of him." Rapunzel explained.

"That's a very smart idea, and I'm sure that would definitely be helpful in Berk, because the villagers have a tendency to drop things, but it's a shame that probably won't happen while I'm gone, since the blacksmith will only be used to make and adjust weapons, such as swords, axes, and knifes." Hiccup replied.

"Well, that's too bad, but in the meantime, you can be able to enjoy the use of multiple utensils for not just every breakfast, but also for every dinner too during your stay here in our kingdom for the year." Rapunzel reminded, while giving a bright smile in his direction.

"Yes, that's a good thing for me, and I can certainly be thankful for that. By the way, and I don't mean to sound impatient, but when is the food going to come so we can actually use the utensils, and does your kitchen carry fish, like salmon and Icelandic Cod?" Hiccup asked.

"You know, Hiccup, it doesn't take a long time for the food to come, so I think that all of us have arrived early, and of course, we carry all kinds of fish, but if you don't mind telling me, why did you mention those specific types, like do you just love to eat fish?" Rapunzel assumed.

"To be honest, Rapunzel, I was actually referring to Toothless, because I don't eat fish, or chicken, or even any other kind of meat at all. I've always disliked the taste of it, and it's a little sad though, since most of the villagers in Berk, if not the whole village, love to have meat." Hiccup answered.

"Hiccup, you don't need to worry about that, because we carry a lot more than just meat, I mean we have fruit, vegetables, bread, and dairy. I think that you'll probably might enjoy the food here in Corona so much that you'll want to take most of it back to Berk when you leave." Rapunzel suggested.

"I really hope I'll feel that way about the food, but I'll have to taste it first before I decide which to take back to Berk, and either way, I don't think that my basket will be able to fit any more things, because it's only big enough to carry all of the stuff that I needed for this trip." Hiccup responded.

Just as Rapunzel was about to give another reply back to Hiccup about what he said to her, a small group of servants, about five of them, came through swinging doors, and they were each carrying a large silver tray with a circular cover on top of it, and steam was coming out of all of them.

"Ladies and gentlemen, breakfast is served." One member of the kitchen staff announced, as he and the other servants lowered the silver tray that they were holding down in a lined up row in middle of the table, making it easy for Hiccup, Rapunzel, and both of her parents to help themselves.

"Your Majesty, we apologize for the delay with the food, but we've wanted to make the breakfast for your kingdom's new guest even more special, which is why we've created five different meals for him, as well as for all of you to have." Another kitchen staff member explained.

The circular covers were soon taken off the silver trays, finally revealing what the food was to everyone, and a servant happily pointed out which was on each tray. "There's buttermilk pancakes, Belgian waffles, eggs Benedict, french toast, and finally, a combo of bacon and sausages."

"Enjoy," All of the servants said at once before beginning to walk back into the kitchen, and they quickly stopped when the group heard a voice from the table, which happened to belong to the proclaimed 'kingdom's new quest', and turned around to face him.

"Mr. Haddock, is there something else that you wanted?" One of the servants asked, and Hiccup stood up from his chair, while keeping himself in their direction, and turned to look at Toothless and rub him on his nose before giving a response back to the servant.

"Yes, but it's not me who wants something else, it's my dragon right here who's also hungry, so if it's not much too trouble, could you please bring one hundred of his favorite fish for him? Just so you know, he loves to eat salmon and Icelandic Cod." Hiccup requested.

"Consider it done, Mr. Haddock. We'll be back with your request for your dragon as soon as possible, so in the meantime, please enjoy the food that's already been set down on the table for you and the Royal Family." The servant answered, before going back into the kitchen.

"Wow, so Hiccup, is one hundred the usual amount of fish that you give to Toothless whenever he's hungry?" Rapunzel asked, as Hiccup sat down back in his seat.

"Yes, it is, Rapunzel, and luckily for him, we always have a bit of surplus of fish at the docks in Berk, so even a basketful missing would go completely unnoticed, so anyway I guess that with the food all cooked and ready in front of us, that we should start eating, right?" Hiccup asked.

"Right, and so I think now would be a good time to say something that I've learned in one of my lessons in the french language, Bon appétit." Rapunzel replied, before she and Hiccup began to pick out the food that they wanted to eat with the help of own their forks.
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><p><em><strong>Chapter 10: Eugene's Story<strong>_

"So, Hiccup, did you enjoy the food that was prepared for you, and have you already decided which became your favorites?" Rapunzel asked, and just after she said that, the five servants came back to the table, and picked up not just all of the silver trays, but also the dirty cutlery and plates.

"Except for the bacon and sausages, I enjoyed the food very much, but I'm not really sure of which are my favorites, and I guess that I'll have to taste them another time before I can be officially sure of which ones are a favorite of mine, but I'm sorry if that's the answer you were expecting." Hiccup added.

"It's okay, Hiccup, I understand that you need to take more time with that decision, and I should have known earlier, because while you were in Berk, you've probably never had any pancakes or waffles, or even eggs for that matter, right?" Rapunzel asked.

"We do have eggs, but none of the villagers have been able to make pancakes or waffles, but I'll make sure to tell them all about the food when I go back, so now that we've had our daily meal in the morning, how about we go outside so you can show me and Toothless around the kingdom?" Hiccup suggested.

"Of course, I don't see why not, since it would be great for all of us to get some fresh air, and I'm just gonna tell my parents that we'll be going outside, so if you don't mind, could you and your dragon please wait over by the front doors for me and Pascal?" Rapunzel requested.

"Sure, Rapunzel, I don't mind at all," Hiccup replied, and he turned around to face Toothless, who he could see was still licking his lips from his own personal breakfast of his favorite fish.

"Come with me, bud. We'll be going outside after Rapunzel talks with her parents." He said, looking Toothless in the eyes.

"Hey, Mom, Dad, would it be okay for me to show Hiccup and Toothless around the kingdom right now, and save the tour of the castle for later today? I know that we were supposed to have it much earlier, but I promised Hiccup, and you know that I never, ever break promises." Rapunzel mentioned.

"Yes, dear, I'm sure that Mr. Haddock would like to be given an early tour of the kingdom by the Princess herself, and since you did promise him, it wouldn't be a good idea to break it, so anyway, you don't want to keep him waiting, now do you?" Queen Arianna finished.

"Go on, show him a good time. Just so you know, we'll make sure to bring out some guards outside to find you, and let you know when it's time to come back here. That way, me and your mother can give a personal tour of the castle for Hiccup and his dragon before dinnertime." King Frederic added.

"Thanks, Mom. Thanks, Dad. You don't need to worry at all, because I'll remember the rules when I'm outside, I'll watch where I'm going, I won't ever be rude to anyone, and as my title of a princess, I must always be polite to them. I love you, and thanks again." Rapunzel said, before hugging both of them.

"We love you too, sweetheart." Queen Arianna replied, and Hiccup couldn't help but watch the affection happening between Rapunzel and her parents, and it caused him to think about his relationship with his father, but while it was in a good place, it still needed more time to get better and stronger.

Hiccup quickly got rid of the thoughts about his family when he saw Rapunzel approach him, and could also see Pascal happily squeaked while he stood on her shoulder, which meant that the chameleon was thrilled and excited to be going outside just as his longtime human friend was.

"I'm all ready to go, how about you?" Rapunzel asked, while giving a smile, to which Hiccup grinned back, and nodded at the same time, hoping that he wasn't acting too weird and awkward, but to his relief, she giggled, meaning that she didn't find his answer through his actions to be awful.

"Don't worry, Hiccup, I can easily tell that you're saying yes with those movements, which I thought was sweet, but I also think that it would be great to hear your voice too, right?" Rapunzel asked, and Hiccup instantly gulped, and cleared his throat to give a response with his words this time.

"Yes, Rapunzel, you're right, so since I am going to be staying in Corona for a year, I should really talk more often in order for myself to know new people and learn new things, but if you don't mind, how about I start with opening these large doors right in front of us?" Hiccup suggested.

"No, I don't mind at all, Hiccup, go right ahead!" Rapunzel cheerfully replied, and with that said, he pushed the doors out, and as all of them walked through the entrance, they could easily smell the fresh air and feel the warm temperature from the sunshine coming down on them.

"It's such a beautiful day, isn't it? The stores and shops are just getting set up to be open, especially the bookstores, and. . .oh, speaking of books, Hiccup, what do you say that we take a walk down to one while I pick up from where I left off last night about the notorious thief, Flynn Rider?" Rapunzel asked.

"Good idea, and I remember that you said while you were living in the tower, on the day before your birthday, Flynn had snuck into the tower, carrying a satchel with your crown inside, you knocked him out with a frying pan, hid the crown under the staircase, and tied him up in a chair with your hair, so what happened next?" Hiccup questioned.

"It depends on which is better for you, "Rapunzel answered, as they walked from the kingdom's doors to the town's cobblestone floor. "What I mean by that is, do you want to hear a short version or a long version of the story, because I know how to tell a good story, whether it's true or pure fiction."

"Even though I do like to hear a story, I want to hear the short version of this one, so that way, you could tell me the long version for another day, now please continue." Hiccup responded, while looking over in her direction, and having Toothless next to him on the left side of the town floor.

"Well, to be honest, I don't really know how to tell a short version of any story, so I'll just tell you a short part of the long version. I'm so sorry, Hiccup, but does that make any sense?" Rapunzel asked, while already thinking that Hiccup would be disappointed in her for kinda lying to him.

"Yes, it does, and besides, I'm sure that it could be hard for anyone else to tell a short version of any story, but it doesn't make you any less smart, or even a failure at all, it just means that you thought you at least tried to be good at something, but really couldn't." Hiccup replied.

"Thank you, Hiccup, hearing that makes me feel a lot better inside. I think that Eugene might have said something similar, and I can't help but miss him every time he gets brought up, and I'm sure that you want to know who Eugene is, considering this is the very first time I've mentioned him to you?" Rapunzel assumed, and waited until Hiccup gave a response, which was a nod of his head, before continuing.

"His full name is Eugene Fitzherbert, and he was an orphan during his childhood. Eugene spent all of his time with his fellow orphans in the orphanage, and the orphan children looked up to him greatly and Eugene was something of an older brother to them. Every night, Eugene would read them "The Tales of Flynnigan Rider", which were the stories of a rich and dashing swashbuckler who had an abundance of thrilling adventures wherever he went. The more times that Eugene read the book, the more he kept dreaming of a more audacious lifestyle and one day, he wanted to break out of his orphan upbringing for real.

Eugene eventually ventured out on his own and took the name of his childhood hero, growing up into not only a dashing swashbuckler, but also a gifted horseman. Flynn Rider became one of the most infamous thieves in all of Corona despite the fact that the original Flynn Rider from the book was not a thief. Flynn had a talent for getting himself out of any situation simply by flashing his famous smile, "the smolder" as he called it. Being drawn in more and more by his new ambition and becoming more and more aloof from the people around him, Flynn sought a solitary life filled with money and freedom, preferably on a far away island. He eventually became close to having everything he ever wanted, despite being on the run from almost every single person in the valley, so long story short, Eugene Fitzherbert grew up to become a slightly different version of his childhood hero, Flynn Rider." Rapunzel finished, and took a deep breath after talking for so long.

"So let me get this straight. Eugene Fitzherbert is a real person, who was an orphan. . .wait, I've actually never heard of that word before, so what is an orphan, by the way?" Hiccup asked, and he was already wondering if he would be hearing a lot more other words that he never knew about.

"You're an orphan when both of your parents die during the time you're a child, so basically, Eugene grew up not knowing who his real mother and father truly were, and he's never really had any interest in finding them, or at least, wanting to know more about them, so there you have it." Rapunzel explained.

"Okay then, so Eugene Fitzherbert is a real person, who was an orphan, and raised in an orphanage when he was a child, and while he was there, he loved to read a specific book about a rich adventurer, and the more he did, Eugene decided that he wanted to live a life just like him, and that's what he did, right?" Hiccup asked.

"Yes, you got it, and I think that's going to be enough for now, so I'll save the next part of the story to tell at another time for you, especially because now that we've reached one of the bookstores, it would be a lot of fun for us to go inside, take a look around, and read some books to pass the time?" Rapunzel suggested.

"Of course," Hiccup replied, as the two of them, along with their reptile friends entered the bookstore, he was amazed to discover shelves that were completely stacked with books, and this was obviously new for him to be seeing, considering that the only book he could read on the island of Berk was the Dragon Manual.

"Good morning, Your Royal Highness! It's so nice of you to stop by and make a visit to this bookstore, so welcome, and if there's anything you'd like, please let me know, and oh. . .I can see that you've brought some friends along, and I assume that they must be the kingdom's new quests?" The bookstore owner asked.

"Yes, they are. I'd like you to meet Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third, and his dragon, the rare Night Fury whose name is Toothless, and he's also Hiccup's best friend too, but you have nothing to worry about with him, because Hiccup is a dragon tamer, who came from the island of Berk, and he'll be staying here for a year." Rapunzel introduced.

"That's great! Well then, Mr. Haddock, it's certainly nice not only to meet you, but also for you and your dragon to come inside this bookstore." The bookstore owner said, just before giving a smile and lending out his hand, to which Hiccup quickly remembered that he was supposed to shake it, and that's what he did, while smiling back.

"Anyway, Mr. Haddock, is there a certain book that you wanted me to find in here? Whatever it is, I'm sure that it wouldn't take a long time for me to get it for you." The bookstore owner offered, and was going to search the bookshelves, Hiccup slowly shook his head which stopped him from taking another step.

"Sir, it's very kind of you for wanting to do that, but I didn't even say what book I wanted, and since I've never seen so many books in my life, I wouldn't really know which to choose from, so if you don't mind, could you please recommend a good choice of books for me to read not just here, but anywhere too?" Hiccup requested.

"Yes, I can do that, so how about I show you one of the Princess' favorite kind, which happens to be fairy-tales, and they're an absolute must-read, whether you're male or female, young or old, they're the kind of stories that you'll want to read again and again, and that's why I'll give you a collection of them right now." The bookstore owner explained.

"Thank you very much, that would be wonderful." Rapunzel said, just before she, Hiccup, along with Pascal and Toothless, watched the bookstore owner check through the bookshelves, and pull out a book from a few of them, until he was carrying about eight of him in his hands, being in two pairs of four each.

"I hope that this is enough books for you, and the ones that I brought off the shelves are the German fairy-tales _Snow White _and_ The Frog Prince_, French fairy-tales _Cinderella_, _Sleeping Beauty_, _Beauty and the Beast, _Danish fairy-tale _the Little Mermaid, _real-life tales_ Pocahontas, _and_ Fa Mulan, _and the Arabic tale_ Aladdin_." The bookstore owner explained.

"Don't worry, it's plenty of books for us," Hiccup said, while taking a look at the books. "Now look, I don't want to get you upset or anything, but you don't really expect us to read all of these books right now? I'd still like the Princess to show me and my dragon a lot more than just a bookstore, if that's okay." Hiccup added.

"Of course, it's okay with me. Maybe it would be best to just read one of these books, so how about I let the two of you decide which one for you to read?" The bookstore owner, before carefully handing one pile of the books over to Rapunzel, while he gave the other half of them to Hiccup to hold, before going back to behind the counter.

"Thanks a lot for your help, sir! We really appreciate it!" Hiccup called out, as he, Rapunzel, and their animal friends all walked over to a large space in the bookstore and both of the humans bent down to the floor, and slowly dropped their individual pile of books that they were carrying, and took off every book to put down on the floor.

"Well then, Rapunzel, since the owner of this bookstore said that your favorite type of stories are fairy-tales, that means you must have already read all of these books, so which one of them would you say is the best choice to read?" Hiccup asked, while sitting down and looking over in Rapunzel's direction, and patiently waiting for her response.

"Let's see, I've always enjoyed reading this certain collection of books, not just because they all happen to feature a young girl who's a princess like me, but some of them aren't one in the beginning, and I feel like they could be great friends of mine, if I ever did get to meet him, but Ariel is the girl that I would want to meet the most." Rapunzel answered.

"Okay, so which one of these books does Ariel come from?" Hiccup asked, turning his face to look at the books, and Rapunzel easily helped him out by pointing to a blue book with the title _"The Little Mermaid"_, and featured an image of what seemed to be the moon and a woman who was looking up while sitting down in front of the moon.

"Hey, Rapunzel, do you think that maybe it would be better if I read the book?" Hiccup suggested, while pushing away the rest of the books. "You said earlier that it would be great to hear my voice a lot more, so you wouldn't mind if I read it instead?" He asked, hoping that Rapunzel thought it was a good idea too.

"Of course not, Hiccup. In fact, I don't mind at all! You should know first that it's about a young mermaid who's willing to give up her life in the sea and her identity as a mermaid to gain a human soul and the love of a human prince. Doesn't it already sound like a good story to read?" Rapunzel questioned.

"Although it sounds a bit weird, yeah, it really does sound like a good story," Hiccup said, as he opened up the book and flipped through just a few pages until he came upon the very first chapter of the book. "Now let's get to reading it, shall we?" He asked, and took a deep breath before he began to read.


	11. I Do Details

**I would like to apologize to all of you for the late update with this story. I appreciate that you've kept following it or had the story as a favorite or both, so thank you very much. This chapter was originally going to be titled 'Mermaid Tale' because of Hiccup and Rapunzel reading the story 'The Little Mermaid', but since it has them talking a lot about their engagements and future weddings, I thought that the title should be changed in order to fit what's happening in the chapter. I hope that you guys will enjoy this new chapter. :)**

* * *

><p><em><strong>Chapter 11: 'I Do' Details<strong>_

"Now that was a very. . .interesting story, wasn't it? Oh, wait, you read it already, so that was probably a dumb question to even ask." Hiccup said, making a mental facepalm in his mind.

"No, it wasn't a dumb question, Hiccup, and I agree with you about it being an interesting story, but there's a lot of parts which are romantic, and at most times, quite sad." Rapunzel replied.

"So, Rapunzel, do you want all of us to stay here a little longer so that we could read another story, or should we get going to see more of your kingdom?" Hiccup asked.

"I'd like to stay here for a while, but not to read one more fairytale, just so we can talk about the story for a moment. You wouldn't mind doing that?" Rapunzel answered.

"Of course not, so how about this, I'll be the one coming up with the questions related to the story, and you'll be giving an answer for those questions." Hiccup suggested.

"That's a great idea, Hiccup, and since it was you who came up with the idea, I'll let you go first with the questions, and we'll simply take it from there." Rapunzel responded.

"Okay then, I just need to think of a question. . .oh, here's one! What was your favourite part in the book, and this one will be easy, because we just read the book." Hiccup said.

"Actually, there are a lot of parts in the book that are a favourite of mine, but if I had to choose just one, then it would have to be where Ariel and the prince dance in the kingdom." Rapunzel replied.

"Alright, so why is that certain part from the book one of your favourites, but wait, Rapunzel, are you sure that you don't mind answering a bunch of questions?" Hiccup asked.

"Yes, Hiccup, I don't mind at all, and to be honest, I could practically go on all day with talking about a book that I love to read, but maybe I'll do that some other time." Rapunzel answered.

Hiccup just gave a nod with his head, letting Rapunzel continue. "It's become one of my favourites because I find it to be a very sweet and romantic moment." Rapunzel added.

"Rapunzel, do you like to dance, because it's usually a rare occasion when I try to do it myself, especially because of my leg here." Hiccup said, taking a look at his prosthetic.

"Oh, I love to dance, Hiccup, like whenever there's one happening with the villagers at the town square, I always join in with them, and we all end up having a good time." Rapunzel replied.

"You know, before I left Berk, the entire village had gathered together to give me a big surprise party, and it featured a feast, lots of music, and of course, dancing." Hiccup mentioned.

"That was very sweet of them to do that, and besides, if I was going away from Corona for a year, I'm sure that the whole kingdom would throw a party too." Rapunzel responded.

"Well, as much I loved it, I was already happy even before I found out about the party, since I had just gotten engaged to my girlfriend the night before." Hiccup revealed.

"Wait a minute, Hiccup, you're going to get married?" Rapunzel said, gasping. "Congratulations, I'm so happy for you!" She added, while crawling over to give him a hug.

"Thank you, Rapunzel, it really means a lot to hear that." Hiccup replied, as he awkwardly returned the affection by putting both of his hands on her back for a short moment.

"I'm sure that the village was so happy to hear the big news at the party the next day! So please tell me, was the ring beautiful and have you set a date?" Rapunzel asked.

"To be honest with you, I just simply asked for her hand in marriage, we haven't made any official plans, and we didn't really announce it at the party." Hiccup answered.

"Really, but why? It would've made much more sense, considering all of Berk was in the same place, so why didn't you announce it right then and there." Rapunzel asked.

"Most likely because I was going to be coming here right after the party was over, and it would've taken about a month for Berk to plan the wedding." Hiccup explained.

"Oh, I get it now, so when you get back to Berk, you'll announce the engagement, the wedding will be planned, and then, you'll finally be married!" Rapunzel responded.

"Yes, like it's better to do all of those things, instead of just one of them, and then to go away for a whole year without doing the rest of them, right?" Hiccup questioned.

"I agree, and maybe, at least if you think that it's a good idea, you could invite me to your wedding, and I could invite you to my wedding too?" Rapunzel suggested.

"Hold on, you're getting married too? When did you get engaged, and have you made any plans already," Hiccup asked, and yet, he couldn't believe that he was asking these type of questions.

"Actually, I'm not, but I'm really hoping that it's going to happen as soon as my boyfriend comes back from his year-long lessons and training overseas." Rapunzel answered.

"So it seems like I'm not the only one who's going to be away from their soon-to-be-wife, but is it necessary for your boyfriend to be gone for that long?" Hiccup questioned.

"If he's going to officially become part of the family, well, _my family_ to be exact, then he has to learn everything there is when it comes to royalty." Rapunzel proudly replied.

"It must be hard not having him here. I mean, my girlfriend spent most of her time with me, so I'm sure that she's going to miss me every day I'm gone." Hiccup mentioned.

"Well, I have to admit that I was feeling pretty upset yesterday morning as I was thinking about him, but then my mood changed when I heard that you were coming." Rapunzel reminded.

"I was actually very nervous during the whole flight that me and Toothless took to get here, because I've never been to, or even heard of a kingdom before." Hiccup said.

"There isn't anything that should make you feel that way when you're here, since not one part of this kingdom is dangerous, and everyone's always quite kind." Rapunzel replied.

"I know that's definately true, especially from meeting not just you, but also your parents, Pascal, the servants in your castle, and the owner of this bookstore." Hiccup responded.

"Thanks, Hiccup, that's a sweet thing for you to say, and oh, I have a idea, why don't we throw a party to celebrate your engagement to your girlfriend?" Rapunzel suggested.

"As much as that would be great, Rapunzel, I think it would make more sense for the kingdom to be throwing your party that's celebrating your engagement." Hiccup replied.

"Just because you weren't born and raised in Corona doesn't mean that we shouldn't celebrate the events that happened in your village, but are you sure that you don't want a party?" Rapunzel asked.

"Yes, I'm sure, but still, it was nice of you to suggest the idea, it's just that I think it would be strange to celebrate my engagement in two different places, which are also far away from each other." Hiccup answered.

"Okay, Hiccup, I understand if you don't want to have a party, and maybe after we're done in here, we could go to a restaurant, so you could enjoy some new food. What do you think?" Rapunzel questioned.

"Didn't we just have a big breakfast at the castle this morning, and not so long ago? I still feel quite full from those. . .what was the food we had, because I can't seem to remember all of them." Hiccup replied.

"I believe that the food which was prepared for our breakfast were buttermilk pancakes, Belgian waffles, eggs Benedict, french toast, and of course, a combo of bacon and sausages." Rapunzel informed.

"Maybe it wouldn't be so bad for all of us to go down to that restaurant and see what it looks like, know what kind of food they serve, and then we could go back to it another time when I'm not so full of food." Hiccup suggested.

"Yes, I think that's a good idea, but for now, let's do a few more questions and answers with the mermaid tale that we read earlier, and thanks for telling me about your engagement." Rapunzel said, and gave a cute smile.

"Your welcome," Hiccup replied. "So anyway, here's another question I came up for you. Would you ever follow in Ariel's path, and leave your family to be with the man that you love?" He asked.

Rapunzel carefully thought about Hiccup's question for a moment, while she also wondered if it was kinda like having to choose between her family and Eugene, before coming out with an answer for it.

"Yes, I would, but only if I got to see my family from time to time, because I can't really imagine living my life without seeing them again, and that way, we could share with each other about what's been happening in our lives." Rapunzel answered.

"What if you were a mermaid just like Ariel, and wanted to have human legs to walk around, and then you met someone who could transform you into a human, but you were required to give up your voice, would you make that deal?" Hiccup asked.

"I think that I probably would, because as much as it would be great for me to live in the deep blue sea, I'm sure that one day, I'll eventually get bored, but I'd also need to know a good way to communicate with people." Rapunzel replied.

"You can still do that, at least, if you carry a pen, and a lot of sheets of paper with you, wherever you go, then you'll be just fine, right?" Hiccup asked, while raising an eyebrow.

Rapunzel let out a giggle, and nodded her head, as the Viking could easily tell that she liked this fun game they had of him asking questions and her giving answers for them. Even though Hiccup and Toothless had arrived just yesterday, Rapunzel was glad to have new visitors that she and Pascal could hang out with, especially while Eugene was away.

"Now then, Rapunzel, I have another question for you, and just so you know first, it really has to do with what we talked about a few minutes ago, if that's okay?" Hiccup asked.

"I don't mind, Hiccup. Go ahead and ask me. If this question involves parties and celebrations, or engagements and weddings, then I'm sure that I'll have a good answer." Rapunzel replied.

"What kind of wedding are you planning to have? I mean, even though Eugene hasn't even proposed, you must have already started thinking of what it should be like for you." Hiccup responded.

"Since I'm the princess of the kingdom, it's going to be royal wedding, obviously, and everyone who lives here is going to be in attendance, which means they'll be there." Rapunzel said.

"Exactly how many people live in Corona anyway, because I'm sure that it's probably going to be a problem with trying to get everybody into the castle for the ceremony." Hiccup mentioned.

"Luckily, I was told many times the population of the entire kingdom throughout my lessons, and so the amount of people in Corona happens to be three thousand." Rapunzel explained.

"Oh my gods, Rapunzel, that is definitely a lot of people to be living on an island, but still, I'm sure that there's many villagers who live in Berk too, although I haven't been told the exact population by my father yet." Hiccup said.

"I also think that it would be too hard for me to choose a cake and a dress, so I'd probably end up creating them myself, as well as a bouquet of flowers too." Rapunzel mentioned.

"If it helps, I suggest that as soon as you have a dream or at least imagine what they'll look like, then you should make up a drawing. That reminds me, do you draw?" Hiccup asked.

"Yes, Hiccup, I love to draw, but the one thing that I absolutely love to do the most is painting, and it's a hobby that I've started back when I was living in that far away tower hidden deep in the woods." Rapunzel answered.

"Maybe sometime, we could head to that tower, so you could show me all of the paintings that you've done, but I understand if you think that's not such a good idea." Hiccup suggested.

"Sure, I'd like to go back there, unless it wasn't the exact same place for where I was locked away from my real home and family for the past eighteen years." Rapunzel replied.

"Okay, now I know that it's a bad idea, and Rapunzel, I'm sorry for even thinking that it was a good idea to begin with, so can you possibly forgive me?" Hiccup asked.

"Of course, I can forgive you, Hiccup, but I should really apologize too, because I was only trying to be sarcastic or humorous, but I wasn't that good, was I?" Rapunzel questioned.

"Oh, no, you were pretty good, but I do think that it wouldn't hurt to have a little more practice, and if you want, I could try to help you out with it..." Hiccup offered.

"Yes, of course, Hiccup, that would be great." Rapunzel responded, before giving a smile. "Anyway, it seems like we've been talking a lot more about our future weddings than the book that we've read earlier." She mentioned.

"Yeah, I noticed that too, but do you want to keep playing this game of questions and answers, or should we go out now so you could show me more of the village?" Hiccup questioned.

"As much as the game was a lot of fun, I think that I'd like to do something different, so Hiccup, do you have any ideas that you can think of right now?" Rapunzel asked.

"Well, I don't want to sound impatient or anything, but is it okay if we could go outside, which I believe would be all of us 'doing something different'." Hiccup replied.

"Sure, Hiccup," Rapunzel said, before reaching out to pick up the books. "I think that we've spent enough time in this bookstore, not that it wasn't fun or exciting, right?" She asked.

"Oh no, it was nice to be reading something that wasn't related to dragons, and I certainly look forward to doing it again a lot more times while I'm here." Hiccup responded.

"You're lucky, because when you're in the mood to read something next time, then you can just head to the library that's back inside the castle." Rapunzel suggested.

"I had a feeling earlier that there would be a library in your home, considering how large it is, but I wanted to check out the village for a while first." Hiccup mentioned.

"Well, you can be glad to know that there's certainly a lot more than just bookstores in this whole village, such as bakeries, restaurants, art galleries, clothing stores." Rapunzel said.

"I can't wait for you to show me all of those places," Hiccup said, before noticing that Rapunzel was definitely giving both of her hands a lot of work with carrying all of the fairytale books.

"Here, Rapunzel, let me help you out with these," Hiccup offered, as he came forward and grabbed a few of the books for him to carry. "It would be quite rude of me to let you carry all of those books by yourself." He added.

"Why, thank you, Hiccup, and I can already see that Astrid's such a lucky girl, and I'm sure that she'll want to marry you the minute you're back on Berk." Rapunzel said.

"I'm sure that Eugene won't want to waste any time at all in marrying you when he comes back to Corona, but have you ever thought of just eloping?" Hiccup asked.

"As much as it would be great for Eugene and I to run off and get married in private, it wouldn't be right to not have my parents there when it happens." Rapunzel answered.

"Yeah, I understand, and I don't think that my dad or Astrid's parents would be happy to know that they've lost their chance to see their kids get married." Hiccup replied.

"Let's say that you and Astrid had the chance to elope, Hiccup, where would the two of you want to go, and who would you want to take along with you?" Rapunzel asked.

"I think that we'd like to have just both of our dragons by our side when we elope under the moonlight in a secluded clearing hidden in a forest that's far away from the village in Berk." Hiccup answered.

"That's so romantic, Hiccup, and as for me, I'd want Eugene and I to elope right on the beach with both of us barefoot so that we can be able to feel the sand and water underneath our toes." Rapunzel said.

The two of them brought the pile of books that they were carrying over to the bookstore owner's desk, and they each carefully dropped their pile down on the desk.

"Wow, you're done with the books already, and here I thought that you were going to be in this store much longer, so which one did you enjoy reading the most?" The bookstore owner asked.

"Well, actually, we decided to read just one book today, but I promise that we're going to come back here again so that we can get to read a lot more books." Rapunzel explained.

"Oh, I'm glad to hear that, Your Royal Highness, and it was very nice of you to stop by and visit," The bookstore owner said, before turning to face Hiccup. "I hope you and your dragon enjoy your stay in Corona."

"Thank you, sir, and that's exactly what me and Toothless plan on doing while we're here." Hiccup replied, before him and Toothless, as well as Rapunzel and Pascal, all headed for the entrance of the bookstore, and walked outside.
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><p><em><strong>Chapter 12: Dragon Meet &amp; Greet<strong>_

"So, Hiccup, where do you suggest we head off to next?" Rapunzel asked, as she was quite curious of what place in the kingdom that Hiccup wanted to personally see next.

Just as Hiccup was about to give a response for that question, he felt his stomach make a growling sound, which was loud enough for not just Rapunzel, but also for their animal to hear, and they couldn't help but each let out a laugh.

"Seriously, and yet I thought that I had enough to eat from breakfast this morning so I wasn't expecting to hear that sound again, at least, not too soon." Hiccup admitted.

"I guess that now, we have a good reason for us to eat at a restaurant, and I know a good place that's not far from here, so how about I bring you to it?" Rapunzel suggested.

"Sure, why not?" Hiccup replied, before looking down at his dragon. "I think that Toothless here is starting to get hungry as well, aren't you, buddy?" Hiccup asked.

The Night Fury gave a nod with his head, and then tenderly rubbed it against the boy's waist, telling him that it was always nice for Hiccup to be thinking of him too.

"I'm sure that a lot of time has passed since we had breakfast, from our walk all the way down to this bookstore and going inside to read one of the books." Rapunzel said.

"Well then, what are we waiting for? Your Royal Highness, if you don't mind, would you please bring me and my dragon to this restaurant where we shall eat?" Hiccup requested.

"I would love to, Mr. Haddock, and thank you for being so kind with asking me," Rapunzel answered, turning her head to look over at her friend, standing tall on her left shoulder.

"Hey, Pascal, how would you like to have a big bowl of fruit all to yourself?" She asked, and the chameleon nodded, while giving a thumbs up with one of his hands.

"I must admit that I'm pretty hungry too, so now that all of us have agreed on it, let's make our way down there before we all start hearing our stomachs too." Rapunzel added.

With that said, Rapunzel started walking along the street, with Hiccup and Toothless both following in her path, but this time, they were right behind the Princess, instead of beside her.

"So have you gone to this place before, or is this your first time?" Hiccup asked, wanting to make conversation so that their walk wouldn't seem awkward for either of them.

"Actually, I've been to this restaurant quite a few times over the past year. When I prefer to have a meal, usually lunch, outside the castle, I head to one of the restaurants around in this village." Rapunzel explained.

"Do you know exactly how many restaurants there are in Corona?" Hiccup questioned, as he was coming up beside her, since he thought that it was much better to talk with Rapunzel while seeing her face.

"To be honest with you, Hiccup, I'm not really sure on what's the right number, but I think that there's about more than five, but less than ten in the whole village." Rapunzel replied, making an assumption.

"You know, it would be great if I could have a taste of the food from each of those restaurants before I'm gone, so you wouldn't mind in showing the rest of them to me some other day?" Hiccup requested.

"Hiccup, in case I haven't told you or if you didn't know this earlier, I've already made it my personal duty to show you and Toothless around the village, and make sure that you'll both have the best time here." Rapunzel said.

"Oh, I'm sorry that I asked that, Rapunzel, it's just that I thought maybe you would eventually get bored with hanging out with me and Toothless, and want to be doing something else with your time." Hiccup replied, assuming.

"It's usually a rare occasion whenever our kingdom gets any visitors that came from other lands, and I always love meeting new people and getting to know them before they're gone, so I highly doubt that I'll get bored with either of you anytime soon." Rapunzel explained.

"That's good to know, because I've never thought that I'd get to meet and live with royalty before, and when I was younger, I've actually thought of not just Kings and Queens, but also their kids to be vain, spoiled, and selfish, but obviously, I was wrong about that." Hiccup confessed.

"Yes, I'd say that you were, and trust me, Hiccup, you don't need to worry about anyone back in the castle or even in any part of this kingdom giving you cold and dirty looks, or running up to you while carrying sharp pitchforks and flaming torches." Rapunzel replied with a laugh.

"I'd make sure to have Toothless with me if that ever happened though," Hiccup said, before laughing back with Rapunzel for a moment, then suddenly, an idea came into his mind, which caused him to stop with his laughter, and almost right away, Rapunzel did the same thing.

"Hey, Hiccup, what is it?" Rapunzel asked, as she started to believe that something was wrong, but when she saw a smile grow slowly on Hiccup's face, she didn't think that had been the slightest bit possible anymore.

"Rapunzel, before we go down to that restaurant, what do you say that we give a few of the villagers a personal meet-and-greet with Toothless, so that word will spread around town that nobody has to be scared or worried about him at all while we're here." Hiccup suggested.

"Yes, Hiccup, that sounds like a great idea," Rapunzel responded, and she looked around at the townspeople, to which she smiled back to the ones who gave a smile to her.

"Speaking of that idea, I do know a group of four young girls who would like to meet Toothless. Could you wait right here while I go look for them, please?" Rapunzel asked.

"Okay, but before you go, Rapunzel, if I may ask, are you sure that these girls didn't grow up reading stories about how dragons were always these scary and dangerous creatures?" Hiccup questioned.

"Hiccup, I've known these girls for quite a while, so I'm sure that they'll trust me when I tell them that they shouldn't be afraid about meeting your dragon." Rapunzel assured.

"Alright, if you say so, well anyway, I promise that me and Toothless won't be going anywhere until you come back with those four girls." Hiccup replied, giving a grin afterwards.

Rapunzel smiled back at Hiccup before she, along with Pascal on her left shoulder, walked into the crowd of the village's townspeople and out of the boy and his dragon's sight.

After they were gone, Hiccup began to notice that a lot of the villagers had a worried look on their faces, like they were afraid that Toothless would jump out and attack them.

"Hey, Toothless," Hiccup said, as he brought his head down to face his best friend. "Do you remember when we were at the cove for the first time, and you tried to copy the smile I made?" He asked.

Toothless nodded with his head, although he was instantly wondering why Hiccup had decided to bring this up now, when that was a moment which happened so long ago.

"It's just that these villagers don't seem to feel safe around you, so maybe now would be a really good time to show these people that big smile of yours, huh?" Hiccup asked.

To help him out a little bit more, Hiccup showed Toothless the exact same smile that he had given to the dragon after he ate a small part out of Toothless' regurgitated fish. It only took the Night Fury about five seconds for him to make a copy of his best friend's look, and then he turned his head to present an actual 'toothless' smile for the villagers of Corona. The dragon's smiling seemed to be working so far, as Hiccup looked closely to see that a few people had a grin on their face, while others let out a laugh before covering their mouth with one of their hands. However, none of the villagers even bothered to actually walk right up to Toothless, meaning that they were still scared of them, and wanted to see better proof that he wasn't dangerous.

"Hey, Hiccup, I'm back!" A voice called out, and then the Viking turned around to see Rapunzel coming towards him, but of course, she wasn't alone, as there were about four young girls walking along with her.

"Wow, that didn't take long, like you were gone for only a few minutes?" Hiccup said, assuming, before looking down slightly to face the four girls in front of him. "So who have you brought to meet Toothless?" He asked.

"After I left the tower for the first time, when I came upon this village, a few people had already stepped on my hair, and that's when I knew that I couldn't just leave my hair out, and so I looked around to see if there was anyone who could help. Only a few seconds had passed before I found a solution nearby, as I saw all of these girls braiding each other's hair over at a fountain, and when they saw me, let's just say that it wasn't long before my hair was braided elegantly with all kinds of pretty flowers." Rapunzel explained.

"Well, Rapunzel, it was very nice of these girls to do that for you, but I'm sure that you didn't bring all of them over here so that they could braid my hair, and decorate it with lots of flowers, right?" Hiccup joked, which caused the Princess and the four girls to laugh.

"No, Hiccup, of course not," Rapunzel replied, and took a quick breath to regain her composure. "So anyway, when I told these girls that a dragon was going to be staying in Corona, each of them became quite excited, but were also disappointed. Since you and Toothless would stay with me and my parents in our castle during your time here, the girls believed that they would never get to have a chance of meeting either one of you, but I told them that you were more than happy to meet all of them." Rapunzel said.

"You were right to tell them that, Rapunzel, because me and Toothless don't mind it usually when it comes to meeting new people." Hiccup said, before holding up one of his hands to stop the girls from going any further.

"Maybe it would be best for Toothless to know at least their names first, because I don't think that he would be okay with having complete and total strangers come close to him, even if they are young and female." He added.

"Yes, I think that's a good idea," Rapunzel replied, agreeing with Hiccup, before she walked over to the left and stood behind the red headed girl who was the shortest of the four girls and whose hair had about four braids.

"This girl's name is Mary," Rapunzel said, and then went over to the second girl, who was slightly taller.

"This girl's name is Lucy," She added, before going over to the third girl, who had two braided ponytails. "This girl's name is Abby."

Rapunzel walked over to come behind the fourth and final girl, who was not only the tallest out of all the girls, but she also had just one long braided ponytail that came all the way down to part of her skirt. "This girl's name is Suzy."

"I must say that those really are cute names, but Rapunzel, do you know if these girls happen to be related, because from looking at all of their faces, it definitely seems that way to me." Hiccup said, becoming more interested to know.

Right after he said that, Hiccup began to wonder how hard it must have been for a woman to be pregnant with four girls, and how painful it was for her to be giving birth to each of them, but he quickly shook those thoughts out of his head.

"Believe it or not, Hiccup, but none of these girls are actually related, and they all have their own mother, so anyway, which one of them should be the very first to meet Toothless personally?" Rapunzel asked, while sounding quite enthusiastic.

"Let's see," Hiccup replied, before looking at each of the girls, and taking a moment to think. "How about we let the girl. . . with the most braids in her hair come up first?" Hiccup requested, and made a grin as he saw Mary jump up and down.

"First of all, Mary, it's great to see that you're excited for this," Hiccup said. "Now in order for you to meet Toothless, you'll have to listen carefully to my directions, or else, you won't ever get to have a chance, and Toothless won't trust you." He added.

Mary gave a nod of her head, which showed Hiccup that she understood what he told her, and so he lent one of his hands out to her. "Mary, could you please give me your hand, and it doesn't really matter which one, but it's up to you." Hiccup instructed.

The girl quickly held out her right hand, and Hiccup took it gently, as they both walked closer to Toothless, who stayed right where he was. What the three of them didn't see was that more people had stopped to take a look of what was happening in front of their eyes.

"I swear, Mary, nothing bad is going to happen," Hiccup whispered softly. "You're only going to have your hand on a spot above his nose, and between both of his eyes." He added, and grinned softly when he saw Mary give another nod of her head.

"Just have patience, keep your hand out towards him, and wait for Toothless to come to you," Hiccup said, before letting go of her hand.

He turned his head around to face his reptile friend, and motioned for him to come closer with one of his hands, and so the dragon took small steps in Mary's direction. Toothless stopped moving until his head came just below Mary's waiting palm, and he closed his eyes before raising his head, pressing his nose into her palm. With that being done, Mary quietly gasped with the soft feeling of it, as well as the warmth was running into her palm, and coming right down her arm too.

"So, Mary, do you feel that now?" Hiccup asked softly, and the girl quickly brought her face up from staring at her hand to look at Hiccup with a expression of awe, while nodding, and he looked up from her face to see all of the villagers watching.

Instead of freaking out over the expanded crowd all around them, Hiccup calmly kept his attention back to Mary, and he slowly took her hand off from Toothless' nose.

"I'm glad to see that you enjoyed meeting Toothless, but I think that it's time for one of your friends to have their turn now." Hiccup said, and he was relieved to see that Mary understood, as she nodded her head and stood back in line with the other girls.

"I think that the girl who's the tallest should come up next," Hiccup said, and so he did the exact same meet and greet routine with Toothless for Suzy, just like he did with Mary, and then not once again, but two more times with Lucy and Abby as well.

As soon as it was all done, the four girls went back to standing in a line, and each of them now had a look of pure satisfaction on their faces, since having the chance to meet a dragon up closer for the very first time was better than they ever imagined.

"So, young ladies, even though it's kind of unnecessary to ask you this question, I'll still go ahead and ask you anyway, did all of you enjoy meeting my best friend?" Hiccup asked, and the four girls replied by jumping up and down while nodding their heads.

"That's good to know, but I'd really appreciate it if you girls could spread word around the village that Toothless isn't so bad once you get to know him, so can you please do that for me?" Hiccup asked, while he had himself bent down to reach their eye level.

The girls did one final nod with their heads to Hiccup before turning around to face Rapunzel and each did a cute curtsy for her before walking away until they were out of sight from both the princess, as well as the Viking and his dragon. Hiccup moved his head to see that there was still a crowd of villagers looking at them, and most, if not all of the people, had their eyes wide open, and Hiccup couldn't tell if they were in a state of wonder and amazement or a state of fear and shock. The silence lasted for about less than a minute until eventually, a young boy came out from the mass of townspeople, and slowly brought his hands up, then used them to clap, and soon, everyone else was doing the exact same thing.

Hearing the applause had made Hiccup feel a whole lot better about having Toothless out in public around this village, and so he gave a proud bow to the audience, while he motioned for his best friend to do what he was doing. Toothless rose up onto his hind legs and sat down before giving his own bow to their audience, which only caused them to make the cheers much louder, and so he decided to show the same smile that he made from earlier today.

What happened this time, is that the Night Fury and his human stood up to both see and hear the crowd erupting in laughter, and Hiccup was so glad that it didn't seem to be the same kind when people made fun of him in the past. Rapunzel slowly came forward until she was in front of Hiccup and Toothless, then raised both of her hands, which brought down the laughing and cheering from the crowd, as they could tell that she had something she wanted to say.

"Dear people of Corona, I'd like to thank all of you for simply taking a moment of your time to witness the legendary Night Fury give a rare meet and greet with four citizens of my kingdom, and the first dragon rider of Berk really appreciates it. However, there's a restaurant not too far from here that I was hoping to take him to before the day is over, so I'd be very appreciative if you all could go on with whatever you were doing right now, and let me bring him to this restaurant." Rapunzel requested.

Right after hearing that, the crowd immediately had broken up as the villagers separated from each other and went off to handle their own private matters and other stuff.

"Well, I'd say that from the smiles on their faces, and the sound of their cheers, they absolutely loved it, and are now convinced that Toothless isn't such a danger after all." Rapunzel said, with a tone of satisfaction in her voice.

"Let's just hope it stays that way throughout the whole year, or maybe not, because it does seem like a lot to ask for, isn't it?" Hiccup asked, before making a lopsided grin.

"No, Hiccup, it's not too much," Rapunzel answered, while giving a bright smile in return to his own. "So shall we make our way to the restaurant now?" She suggested.

Hiccup gave a nod with his head, and then let Rapunzel take the lead in bringing them down the path to the restaurant, but he didn't want it to be just silence between them until they got there, so he thought of something that they could talk about.

"So, Rapunzel, since you're the princess, I guess that means we don't have to worry about not getting into this restaurant, because the owner will gladly let us in, right?" Hiccup asked, then did a mental facepalm in his head of how dumb that question was.

"Of course we'll get in, Hiccup, and because of my royal status, not only do I have free access to any eatery on this island, but the owner of it will have the place closed to the public so that I can be able to enjoy my meal in total privacy." Rapunzel revealed.

"Wow, that must be great, but wouldn't it also feel a little lonely to be eating all by yourself, and I know that's how I would feel if I was having a meal alone." Hiccup said.

"Sometimes, but I have to admit that it's kind of nice for me to have a moment of time that doesn't include any of the villagers staring at me." Rapunzel responded.

"What's wrong with that, Rapunzel, like are these people jealous of who you are, or is it just because you're always given the most attention?" Hiccup guessed.

"Oh, no, it's not anything like that at all," Rapunzel replied, while holding up her palms and shaking her head. "I already get enough attention from them when I'm outside..."

"I definitely know what you're talking about, like when I was going through dragon training, everybody had wanted to know how I became so good with the dragons, but unfortunately, I couldn't tell them anything without bringing up Toothless." Hiccup said.

"I'm glad that you managed to get though that, Hiccup, and it's good that Toothless didn't get hurt either, so I guess that when it comes to wanting privacy when you're given a lot of attention, we now have that in common, don't we?" Rapunzel asked.

"Yes, I believe we do, and by the way, that was a great speech you gave earlier," Hiccup answered, but when he saw Rapunzel give a look of confusion, he continued on. "You know, when you thanked everyone for watching us back there." Hiccup added.

"I owe that to catching up on eighteen years full of royal etiquette in the past year, and wow, did I learn a lot, but I don't think that it's necessary to go over all of it with you, because I'm pretty sure that you'd easily get so bored from listening." Rapunzel assumed.

"Maybe if I had been born as a princess, and was about the same age as one of those four red-headed girls I met earlier, then it would be important for me to know that kind of stuff." Hiccup said.

"I agree, but wait. . .since you're the son _and_ only child to the chief of your village, then doesn't that mean you're going to take over your father's position when you get older?" Rapunzel asked.

"Yes, that's right, and while I don't think that it's going to happen when he passes away, but much sooner than that, like after he's given me a lot of advice, training, and preparation first." Hiccup explained.

"Well, I don't care if it's too early to be saying this, but I really think that you'll make a wonderful chief, Hiccup, and your father will be so proud of you." Rapunzel said, while having a bright smile on her face.

"Thanks, Rapunzel, it was very nice of you to say that, and it might probably be too soon to say this, but I think that you're an amazing princess." Hiccup responded.

"Thank you, Hiccup, and I'm sure that the two, I mean four of us, are going to have a lot of fun together." Rapunzel assured, before turning her head, and stopped walking.

"Oh, look, we're finally here!" Rapunzel shouted out in excitement, while pointing her finger at the place in front of her, and Hiccup moved his own to see it for himself.

"All that I can say right now is that it seems good from the outside, but how about we finally check it out on the inside?" Hiccup suggested, and saw Rapunzel make a quick nod, before going forward to open the door, and let her and Pascal go in first.


	13. Afternoon Lunch

**First of all, I'd like to apologize for making each and every one of you wait so long for an update with this story, and I really hope that you'll enjoy the new chapter that I've written. It also happens to be the longest chapter that I've ever written for this story. Just so you know, if you go back to the first chapter, you'll see that I've changed how many years have passed since the events of HTTYD, it's become five instead of one, so this story features Older!Hiccup now.**

* * *

><p><strong><em>Chapter 13: Afternoon Lunch<em>**

Right after Hiccup and Toothless followed their friends through the door, and went inside the restaurant, they both took a moment of their time to check the place out, and each of them were quite impressed with how it looked. Every table was covered with a white tablecloth, which featured an image of the kingdom's symbol, while having a flower arrangement on top of it, and the cutlery was already set up neatly on all of the tables in their view. There were two forks on the left side of the plate, with one of them being slightly shorter than the other, and on the right side was a knife and spoon, while the napkin was folded into the shape of a diamond on the plate. Basically, it was all arranged the same way for how it was with breakfast time in the castle earlier, and Hiccup wondered if every other restaurant had their tableware laid out just like how it was done in this restaurant as well.

"Hey, Rapunzel, this really is a nice-looking restaurant, but why isn't anybody else in here, like is the food terrible, or did people have to wait a long time for their meal to arrive for them?" Hiccup asked, while looking around.

"Oh no, Hiccup, don't worry," Rapunzel answered, while shaking her head. "Eugene and I have been to this restaurant before, so I know it does have great food, and you don't need to wait so long for your meal to come." She added.

"That's a relief, but Rapunzel, if there's no problem with the food and service in here, then how come this place isn't packed with lots of people, because it doesn't really make sense to me." Hiccup said, being very confused.

"Well, to be honest with you, Hiccup, the reason why villagers only go to this restaurant is so that they can have a nice, romantic evening, and I'm talking about husbands and wives, boyfriends and girlfriends. . ." Rapunzel replied.

"Hold on a second, so that's why people come here, if they want to go on a date," Hiccup realized, now having a look of shock on his face. ". . .but we're not a couple, so why bring us to this particular restaurant?" Hiccup questioned.

"I thought that you'd like to have some privacy, because did it feel awkward to have the eyes of all those villagers watching you and Toothless from earlier? Rapunzel asked.

"Yeah, I guess that it was a little uncomfortable for me, although it did feel very good to hear them clapping and cheering, like I didn't do something wrong." Hiccup answered.

"Don't worry, Hiccup, none of the villagers in my kingdom are rude and judgmental people, and they're really open-minded and always appreciative." Rapunzel responded.

"I didn't think they would be rude or anything, but I was a little worried that they wouldn't trust me to go around the kingdom with Toothless by my side." Hiccup admitted.

"Well, I'm sure that when those four girls tell more people about meeting Toothless, not one person will have a problem when they're around your friend." Rapunzel replied.

"In the meantime, let's hope that does happen, so anyway, should we now look for somebody who works here, and can bring us to one of these tables?" Hiccup suggested.

"Yes, and I think that we'll feel much more relaxed if we're sitting down somewhere, especially after we've walked for so long just to get down here." Rapunzel agreed.

She took a few steps over to the podium and tapped on the bell about three times, before her, Hiccup, and their reptile friends all saw a man come out through a door.

"Your Royal Highness, it's such a pleasant surprise for you to stop by this restaurant today, so were you planning to enjoy a meal in private?" The tall man asked.

Once the man had come into full view, Hiccup could be able to notice that he was wearing a suit and shoes in the color of black and he also had his hair well groomed.

"Yes, that's right, but this time, I won't be alone in doing so, and that's why I'd like for you to meet the very first dragon rider and his best friend." Rapunzel answered.

The man turned his head over to face Hiccup, then gave a small smile in his direction, before keeping his eyes on him, as if he was waiting for Hiccup to do something. Hiccup eventually realized that the man was waiting for him to give his name, since Rapunzel didn't actually say it while talking to the man just a few seconds ago.

"Oh, I'm sorry that I didn't introduce myself right away, but my name is Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third, and this is Toothless, my dragon." Hiccup said.

"It's certainly nice to meet both of you, and I can tell that this happens to be your first time being here in Corona, so how long will you be around?" The man asked.

"We'll be staying in the kingdom for about a year, and while we're here, the Princess will be making sure that we're comfortable at all times." Hiccup replied.

"You don't need to worry about that, Mr. Haddock, because Corona has a lot of things to offer for new visitors, such as restaurants like this one." The man assured.

"Speaking of which, it would be absolutely great if me, the Princess, and our friends could sit down at a table so we can relax and have some food." Hiccup suggested.

"I agree, so anyway, if you would all please follow me, I'll bring the four of you over to an area that I'm sure you'll find quite satisfying." The man requested kindly.

Hiccup and Rapunzel gave a nod with their heads in unison, and they followed the man across the exquisite room, while Toothless did his best not to break anything. It wasn't until all of them were back outside again, and they looked around to see that they were on a terrace, with all of the tables having an umbrella on top of them. What's more is that they also got to have a wonderful view of the wide open sea, with the light of the sun reflecting off the water, and it was truly great to be looking at.

"Isn't this quite beautiful, or what?" Rapunzel asked, while she still had her eyes on the ocean in front of her, and Hiccup gave a response by slowly nodded his head.

"Excuse me, Mr. Haddock and Your Royal Highness, but I think that you'll enjoy the sight a lot better if you're sitting down at one of these tables." The man offered.

"Yes, that's a good idea, and sir, I hope you don't mind when I ask you this, but what's your name, because you didn't tell us when we were inside." Hiccup mentioned.

"Oh, I'm sorry about that, Mr. Haddock, and no, I don't mind at all, so anyway, my name is Frank, and it's such a privilege to be serving you today." Frank responded.

Hiccup smiled back briefly before he and Rapunzel sat down at a table, with Toothless sitting near Hiccup's chair, and Pascal staying where he was on Rapunzel's shoulder. Frank pulled out two menus from under his right armpit and handed them over to the new patrons, and he was about to leave them when he heard his name be called.

"Wait a minute, and I don't mean to be rude or anything, but aren't you supposed to ask us what we'd like to have for our meal and drink first?" Hiccup reminded.

"Yes, that's right, but I'm just going to give you a few minutes so that you can look over the menu, and then make a decision on what you'll have." Frank explained.

"That would be great, thank you, and I'm sorry if I was like telling you how to do your job, but as you know, this whole experience is really new to me." Hiccup said.

"It's alright, and because you're a new customer to this restaurant, I'm going to make sure that you're treated so well that you'll want to come again." Frank replied.

"Well, Frank, I must say that I'm certainly glad to hear that, and I can't wait for me and Toothless to be served by you." Hiccup said, now having an enthusiastic tone.

Frank gave a simple nod with his head before walking back into the restaurant, but not before closing the doors behind him, leaving Hiccup, Rapunzel, and their friends alone. As soon as the doors had been closed, the Viking and the princess began looking over the items on their menu, and Hiccup couldn't believe how many sections the menu had. There was a section for appetizers, and another one for soups & salads, while there was also a section for fish & seafood, and another one for items consisting of beef & pork. It still wasn't the end of the menu, though, as there was a section for items with chicken, and another section for sandwiches, as well as another for something called pizzas. Finally, there was a section for desserts, and one for beverages, which Hiccup believed to be just a different word for drinks, and he looked up from his menu to face Rapunzel.

"Hey, Rapunzel, all of these things on the menu really look nice and all, but I honestly think that it's going to take me a while to decide what I want to have." Hiccup admitted.

"Oh, Hiccup, don't worry, because if it's that hard for you, then I'll be more than happy to choose an item for the two of us, as long as you're okay with that?" Rapunzel replied.

"Sure, Rapunzel, I'd appreciate it, and I'm sure it's better for you and I to share a meal than for us to each order a whole bunch of items from the menu." Hiccup said in relief.

"Wait a minute, Hiccup, it's not like we need to pick one item from each and every section of this menu, and we're only here for a small afternoon lunch." Rapunzel responded.

"That's good, because I wouldn't want to stuff myself full of food, and get an awful stomachache, so it's best to make sure that we have room for supper too." Hiccup added.

"Yes, I agree," Rapunzel said, before she looked back down at the menu and moved her eyes around to find a certain section, which happened to be the one for appetizers.

Both Hiccup and his dragon waited calmly as Rapunzel took a minute or two on deciding which item to choose, with Pascal also giving a hard look at each of the items too.

"Pascal, what do you think about this one?" Rapunzel whispered to the chameleon, since she always did value his opinion. "Is it a good choice for me and Hiccup to have?"

He gave his approval by letting out a happy squeak, and the princess's best friend knew what he already wanted to eat, because she already did ask him earlier today.

"Good news, Hiccup," Rapunzel said, while lifting her head up to face him. "Me and Pascal have decided on an appetizer, and it's going to be breadsticks with sauces."

"Okay, Rapunzel, that doesn't sound so bad, but if you don't mind, could you also tell me what kind of sauces they are, and even the names as well." Hiccup requested.

"The first is marinara, which is made with tomatoes, garlic, herbs, and onions, while the second is alfredo, and that's made with milk, cream, cheese, and eggs." Rapunzel explained.

"I'd like to say thanks for describing the sauces to me, but how do you know what all the ingredients are for both of them, because it doesn't say on the menu. Hiccup said.

"Easy, one of the waiters from this restaurant told me, since I was so curious to know, and there's recipes back in the castle for the kitchen staff to use." Rapunzel replied.

"I guess that you tasted them before, so that obviously means you can tell me how good each sauce is, and which one happens to be your favourite." Hiccup suggested.

"Marinara has a strong and tangy flavour, while alfredo is quite rich, meaning that it's full of flavour, especially cheese because it's made from a few." Rapunzel clarified.

"Hearing all of this just makes me want to taste them even more, but of course, I'll have to wait until they're actually on this table to try them out." Hiccup mentioned.

"Yes, Hiccup, that's right, and. . .oh, you asked me which is my favourite, but I'll have to say that I like them equally, since it's hard to choose one." Rapunzel admitted.

"So it'll probably be the same way for me after I've tasted both of them, and shouldn't we have something to drink that can wash down the breadsticks?" Hiccup asked.

Rapunzel gave a quick nod, before looking down to the menu again and searched through it to the section for beverages, where she took a moment to read each item. There were simple choices, such as fresh water and hot tea, while others had a little more flavour to them, with those being lemonade, fruit punch, and the berry drink.

"How about we have raspberry lemonade, which is a mix of. . lemons and raspberries, but I'm sure that you've never had those fruits back at Berk, right?" Rapunzel asked.

"Nope, I've never even heard of them, but it wouldn't hurt to try them out, and since they're being used in a restaurant, that means they're not poisonous?" Hiccup questioned.

"Hiccup, if those types of fruit were actually poisonous, then we'd never have them grow in any part of the kingdom, but they're not, so don't worry." Rapunzel answered.

"You know, maybe when my visit here is done, I could bring a lot of things from this kingdom over to Berk, such as fruit and food we've never had before." Hiccup suggested.

"Sure, Hiccup, that would be great, but it depends on much stuff that you'll take back, because if it's a lot, then you might need to take another bag." Rapunzel advised.

"Another bag. . .oh, right, since I probably won't be able to put all of it in the bag that I already brought with me, so Rapunzel, that's a good idea." Hiccup responded.

"Thanks, so anyway, we're going to have breadsticks with sauces for a appetizer, and we'll each have raspberry lemonade for a drink, isn't that correct?" Rapunzel asked.

"Yes, and now we just have to wait until Frank comes back so that we can tell him that, and I really hope that he'll be coming out here any minute." Hiccup replied.

It seemed like Frank had somehow read Hiccup's mind, as only less than two minutes had passed before he came out the door, while having a bright smile on his face.

"So have both of you decided what you're going to have for an appetizer, or do you need a little more time to decide, because I understand if you do. . ." Frank said.

"No, that's okay, we've already made a decision, so we'd like breadsticks with dipping sauces, and we'll each have a raspberry lemonade for a drink." Rapunzel told him.

"I'll make sure that the chefs work very hard back in the kitchen so those breadsticks will be out in no time, and the same goes for your drinks too." Frank announced.

"Great, but we wouldn't want my friend, Pascal, to go hungry, so I'd really appreciate it if you could bring back at least two bowls of fruit for Pascal." Rapunzel requested.

Frank had been carrying a small sheet of paper in his hand, while he used a pen to write down all of the items that Rapunzel wanted to have at her and Hiccup's table.

". . .and Mr. Haddock, what would your dragon like for me to bring back for him, because I can already tell that he wants something." Frank said, looking at Toothless.

"He absolutely loves fish, especially if it's salmon or Icelandic cod, so when you come back, could you please return with a large amount of either kind?" Hiccup asked.

"Of course, and how many fish would Toothless be happy with, since I wouldn't want to disappoint your dragon by not having the right amount for him." Frank replied.

"Usually, Toothless is happy with a hundred in total, but I'm pretty sure that he can handle any amount less than that, so it would mean a lot to both of us." Hiccup said.

"I promise not to let the two of you down, so if there isn't anything else, then I'll just give you to a little more time to decide on the main course." Frank responded.

"No, I don't think there's more, but Rapunzel, what about you?" Hiccup asked, as he turned to face the princess, since he felt that she should give an answer as well.

"There's nothing that I can think of, but Frank, I'd really like to say right now that it's truly been such a pleasure to have you as our waiter." Rapunzel complimented.

"I'm glad to hear that, Your Royal Highness," Frank said, then gave a smile to both Rapunzel and Hiccup before turning around to go back inside the restaurant again.

After he heard the doors be closed shut, Hiccup brought his attention not to the royal young woman sitting in front of him, but to the vast, gorgeous sea on his left side. Staring at the endless amount of blue water with his green eyes caused him to think about the many times when he would sit down on a cliff in Berk and look at the ocean. Occasionally, he'll be joined by someone whom he didn't mind at all to have by his side during those moments, and together, they'd watch the ocean in peaceful silence.

The person in particular wasn't Snotlout, who would rather be spending all of his time with Hookfang, than doing an activity with Hiccup that didn't require their dragons. It couldn't be Fishlegs either, since he'd want to bring Meatlug along as well, and the dragon would probably ruin Hiccup's activity altogether by passing gas next to him. Neither Tuffnut nor Ruffnut happened to be that person, because they would find the activity flat-out boring, and they'll just find a way to make it a lot more fun for them.

So that meant the person who would be happy to give Hiccup their company was none other than the young woman who would soon to be his wife, and that was Astrid. Astrid could understand right away that when Hiccup looked at the ocean, it always got him thinking about charting unmapped new territories and exploring new lands. If he did both of those things, then it also presented Hiccup the chance to come across many new dragons and new cultures, and Astrid wouldn't mind in living that life.

Unfortunately, they wouldn't be able to do that since Hiccup's father wanted him to not only take over the role of chief in the future, but to settle down and start a family. Despite the fact Hiccup thought it was much too soon for him to be thinking about that stuff, Stoick already had a talk with him _and_ he did propose to Astrid before he left. Hiccup knew that right when a year had gone by and he was finished with dragon awareness for Corona, then preparations for his wedding would begin once he got back.

At least, the preparations will happen as soon as Hiccup and Astrid announced their engagement, since they did promise to keep it a secret until Hiccup returned to Berk. He was absolutely positive that Astrid could keep a straight face and not let anybody in the village, not even their friends, suspect that she was hiding something from them. Right now, Hiccup expected his fiancée to be giving their friends such a hard time in the dragon training academy, since they always said that her missions were so hard.

What Hiccup didn't know at the moment was that he had been so focused on Astrid that he barely even noticed Rapunzel calling his name or waving a hand in front of him. Only a minute passed until Rapunzel decided to take on a more serious approach to get Hiccup's direction, so she picked up her menu, and used it to smack him on the head.

"Hey, what was that for?" Hiccup asked in annoyance, as he began to rub the top of his head, while hoping that the pain would go away, but it wasn't helping for him at all.

"I'm sorry to do that, Hiccup, but you weren't paying me any attention, and if you want, I could have Frank to bring back a bag of ice for your head. . ." Rapunzel suggested.

"No, that's alright, I'm sure that the pain will be gone eventually, and Rapunzel, I'm sorry for ignoring you, I was just thinking about the girl I'm going to marry." Hiccup said.

'I remember that you did talk about her when we were all back in that bookstore earlier today," Rapunzel replied, before taking a moment to think. "Isn't her name Astrid?"

"Yes, that's her name, and even though it's only been a day that has passed so far, I can't help but wonder if deep down inside, she misses me a lot." Hiccup responded.

"I'm sure that Astrid's doing fine, because she knows that the reason you're here is to present something from your village that could help my kingdom." Rapunzel assured.

"Well, I think that I've already made a good start, you know, with the four young girls that you've brought over to Toothless not too long ago today." Hiccup mentioned.

"That's right, Hiccup, so now, you just have four thousand, nine hundred and ninety-six people left, and the entire kingdom will have met a dragon." Rapunzel pointed out.

"Considering that my stay here in Corona has a total of about three hundred and sixty-four days now, I believe it shouldn't come as such a big problem for me." Hiccup said.

"Great, and perhaps you could give the villagers a ride on Toothless and teach them how to ride a dragon themselves, but it depends on how many can fit." Rapunzel replied.

"Only two people are able to fit on Toothless, and he can't handle the weight of any more than that amount, but yeah, I don't think Toothless will mind." Hiccup explained.

After saying that, Hiccup brought one of his hands down to gently rub the top of his best friend's scaly head, to which Toothless made a purring sound from the affection.

"So, bud, even though that I'll probably even know what your answer is, you don't mind if we let all the people in Rapunzel's kingdom take a ride on you?" Hiccup asked.

Right away, the dragon nodded his head, as if he knew that Hiccup couldn't be able to do the dragon awareness without his help, and they'll be a team for the whole time.

"It's good to see Toothless doesn't mind, so anyway, I think that we should decide on what's going to be our main course before Frank comes back." Rapunzel reminded.

"Yes, I agree, but whatever the main course is, could it not have any meat, whether it's fish or chicken, because I'm not such a fan of that kind of food." Hiccup requested.

"Of course, and by the way, I learned in one of my lessons that there's a name for people who never have meat, and that they're called vegetarians." Rapunzel explained.

"Really, then I guess that I can add it to the imaginary list of many things that I am, which are inventor, dragon rider, chief's son, to name just a few." Hiccup declared.

The princess nodded with a smile, then looked down to her menu, and that's when Hiccup knew that he had to stay quiet so Rapunzel could decide on their main course. Searching for a meat-free item was going to be quite easy for Rapunzel, due to the fact that there were a lot of items, which made it even more hard to choose just one.

"You know, Hiccup, it would be so much better for me to pick something from this menu if you could tell me what kind of food that you like." Rapunzel recommended.

"Okay, but I just need a moment to think about it, and then I'll tell you, because it's been a while since somebody has asked me that question before." Hiccup replied.

After he saw Rapunzel give a nod in approval, Hiccup started thinking of all the different kinds of food that he knows has been served in Berk ever since he was born. Hiccup knew that the villagers usually got their meat from animals, such as sheep and boars, which were always killed to become a meal for people in the Great Hall. While others went right ahead with eating the meat that was served, Hiccup chose not to join in with them, most likely out of respect for the lives of all those animals.

However, he did happen to enjoy the bread over the years, but only if it wasn't so hard and stale, which is typically normal for villagers who've tasted it back on Berk. If the bread had freshly churned butter that was made with the milk that they got from Berk's cattle, then it gave the bread a better flavor for Hiccup when he ate it. Either way, Hiccup decided that he didn't want to keep Rapunzel waiting any longer, since it would probably take him all afternoon to think of what's his favorite food.

"On second thought, Rapunzel, you can go back to looking for the main course, and like I said, if it doesn't have meat, then I won't mind eating it at all." Hiccup said.

"Actually, Hiccup, I may not have to do any more searching through this menu, so how do you feel about enjoying a few slices of meat-free pizza?" Rapunzel asked.

"Sure, that sounds good to me," Hiccup replied, and just when those words left his mouth, a noise was made loud enough to get the attention of all four of them.

The noise belonged to the restaurant's doors opening, and it wasn't only Frank that came out the building, but another man who was carrying a barrel with his arms. Both the dragon and his rider could already smell the fish that had to be inside the barrel, considering its large size, and Toothless licked his lips with excitement. Frank had been carrying a silver tray which held a basket of warm breadsticks, with two bowls of different sauces, and another bowl filled with many types of fruit.

"Your appetizers have arrived!" Frank announced proudly, before lowering the silver tray and placing the basket of bread sticks and three bowls down on the table.

Toothless looked like he was getting ready to pounce on the man carrying the barrel full of fish, but decided on holding back until the man was a good distance away.

"I'm sorry if I kept you and your friends waiting for so long, Your Royal Highness, it's just it took some time to find so many fish for Mr. Haddock's dragon." Frank said.

"Oh, Frank, there's no need to apologize, I knew it would take a while to get the food, and besides, me and Hiccup kept ourselves busy talking." Rapunzel replied.

"I'm glad to hear that, Your Royal Highness, so did you and Mr. Haddock decide on a main course while I was gone, or do you still need more time?" Frank asked.

"No, that's not necessary, because we've made a decision, and we'd like to share a cheese pizza. . .and by the way, where's our drinks?" Rapunzel questioned.

Frank looked at the silver tray that he had been carrying and his eyes widened to notice that he forgot the drinks that his current customers were now expecting.

"My goodness, I didn't bring your drinks with me," Frank said, before taking a step back. "Please enjoy your food while I go back inside to get them." He added.

"We will." Hiccup responded happily, as Frank turned himself around, then walked into the restaurant, with the other man right behind him and closing the doors.

Before either the princess or the Viking could say anything, Pascal began eating the grapes in the bowl of fruit, while Toothless dug his mouth in the barrel of fish.

"Well, Hiccup, what are you waiting for," Rapunzel said, before taking a breadstick out of the basket. "Let's have a taste of our appetizer now that it's out here."

Hiccup picked a breadstick at random and could see that its' color was golden brown, while feeling warm above his fingers, but not enough to actually burn them. What he didn't know was that all of the breadsticks had been brushed with melted butter and sprinkled with garlic salt, which was sure to give a pleasant taste. He looked up to see Rapunzel break her own bread stick in two equal pieces, dip one of those pieces into the bowl of alfredo sauce, before she took a bite of it.

The Viking decided to do the same thing, and dipped the piece of his breadstick into the alfredo sauce, then took a bite, and that's when both his eyes widened. Rapunzel noticed the look on Hiccup's face and she wanted to ask him if he was okay, but the girl suddenly remembered that she still was eating her breadstick. When she saw his mouth form a smile, Rapunzel changed her mind about talking to Hiccup and went back to enjoying the taste of the breadstick in her mouth.

Even though he wanted to savor the piece of breadstick, Hiccup knew that he had to swallow it, or else, he probably would've choked on it, so he did just that. After, Hiccup went on to the next piece, but this time, he dipped it into the bowl of marinara sauce, which he found to be different, but tasty as the alfredo sauce. Once Rapunzel was finished with both pieces of her breadstick, she looked at Hiccup to say something, but stopped when the restaurant's doors came open. Frank came walking out while holding a silver tray that held only two drinks in wooden cups, and he set each of them down on the table when he reached it.

"Here are your raspberry lemonades, and once again, I do apologize for not bringing them with me earlier, so anyway, how are the breadsticks?" Frank asked.

"Man, they're absolutely delicious, and I really mean that, like I never had food this good when I was in Berk, but Rapunzel, what you do think?" Hiccup gushed.

Rapunzel couldn't help but giggle from Hiccup's excitement, although Pascal and Toothless didn't bother noticing, since they were too busy eating their own food.

"I think they've always been great, and I should know, Hiccup, because I've had them in the past, and it's good to see you like them too." Rapunzel answered.

"That's right, and I like them so much that I'm certainly going to have a lot more of the breadsticks while I'm staying in your kingdom." Hiccup announced proudly.

"Well, Mr. Haddock, although I'm glad to hear that, I advise that you shouldn't eat too many or else you won't have room for the main course." Frank mentioned.

"Oh, right, well in that case, I'll just have at least two more of them and then I'll make myself wait for. . .Rapunzel, what's the main course again?" Hiccup asked.

"Cheese pizza, but if you're allergic to cheese, Hiccup, then I could pick something else in the menu for both of us." Rapunzel suggested, while looking at him.

"No, I'm not allergic, and you made an excellent choice, Rapunzel, so please don't change it, because Frank probably sent the order to the cooks already." Hiccup replied.

"Yes, I did, Mr. Haddock, and since you and the princess have your drinks now, that means I can just go back inside and make sure that your pizza doesn't get burnt." Frank said.

He did a bow before turning around, and walking back into the restaurant while closing its' doors behind him, and after he was gone, Hiccup and Rapunzel returned to eating their breadsticks. By the time that they were all finished, the basket was left with only crumbs at the bottom, and the bowls had little sauce in them, so Rapunzel stacked the bowls in the basket to make Frank's job a little easier.

"So, Hiccup, what would you like to do after this lunch is over?" Rapunzel asked, before using her napkin to clean her lips and fingers. "I mean, it was my idea for us to come to this restaurant, so do you have any ideas?"

The only idea that Hiccup could think of at the moment was for him and Toothless to go flying, but he believed that the dragon wanted to wait until sunset so they can take a lap around Corona while enjoying the view. If Rapunzel and her chameleon friend were to go along with them, Hiccup wasn't too sure that they would handle the speed, because Toothless usually loves it when the two of them go at a very fast pace when flying.

"Sorry, Rapunzel, there's nothing that comes to mind," Hiccup lied, and he truly felt terrible for doing so. "You know much more about the kingdom than I do, maybe you could think of something for us to do next?"

"Of course, Hiccup, and perhaps when you have a lot more knowledge of Corona later, then you'll come up with a lot of great ideas, so how does that sound?" Rapunzel asked, while having a grin on her face.

"Like I said before, it sounds good to me." Hiccup replied, grinning back, as they waited patiently for their main course, and not stopping their reptile friends from finishing the rest of their food at the same time.
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"Now, did that meal certainly hit the spot, or did it not?" Rapunzel asked, as she and Hiccup walked out of the restaurant with their reptile friends, but not before saying goodbye to Frank, in addition to telling him that they enjoyed the food, his service, and they would be coming back another time.

"Yes, it did, Rapunzel, now I don't have to worry about my stomach making any more noises for the next few hours, so tell me, Your Royal Highness, what's our next fun activity, since you did agree to come up with something for us to do." Hiccup answered, while he stood to face the young woman.

"That's right, and I just need a moment to think. . ." Rapunzel said, and not even a lot of time had passed by before she spoke up again.

"Oh, I know! Let's go make some pretty drawings on the streets!" She recommended, hoping that Hiccup would be up for the idea as well.

"Sure, but if we're going to use charcoal, I left mine deep in my basket, which is still back up in my room of your castle." Hiccup mentioned.

"Don't worry, Hiccup, we don't have to go back, because charcoal isn't what we need for this, but different colors of chalk." Rapunzel replied.

"I'm guessing that chalk must be used to draw or write too and it must be pretty great if it comes in more than one color." Hiccup responded.

"It is, Hiccup, because it helps any drawing stand out a lot better, and perhaps you could take a bunch of it back to Berk." Rapunzel suggested.

"Maybe I should actually try out the chalk first before I make that decision, so where's the best place to make a street drawing?" Hiccup asked.

"Just follow me, Hiccup, and we'll get there in no time at all," Rapunzel declared, before she began to lead all of her friends down the street.

As soon as they started walking, Hiccup was already imagining of how fun it would be for him to create a drawing with a color that wasn't black. Not that he didn't mind using a charcoal pencil in Berk, there had been a few occasions when Hiccup felt a desire to have colors like red and orange, so he could produce a dragon's fire, or colors of green and blue for the trees and roots in the cove, as well as the waterfall and pond in the area. Hiccup wasn't really quite sure about what kind of drawing to make that could manage to stop the villagers in their tracks and have them take a second look at the drawing, or even a third look for that matter.

Even though he drew Toothless many times in the past, Hiccup couldn't imagine how the people of Corona would feel about a drawing of a dragon on one of the streets in this kingdom, so it had to be something different. A part of Hiccup believed that he shouldn't think too hard about what to draw, and the idea will just come to him, while another part assumed that their destination would be coming soon, so he had to think of an idea fast. In the end, Hiccup decided to simply relax, so that way, he wouldn't be too stressed out and not be able to even hold the chalk in his hands. Since he didn't want their walk to have awkward silence, Hiccup walked to Rapunzel's side so they could have a conversation to pass the time.

"Hey, Rapunzel, so what were the type of drawings that you made when you used chalk, because I'm just interested." Hiccup inquired.

"I've created drawings for Corona's symbol of the sun, lots of trees, birds, and other animals, as well as lanterns and stars." Rapunzel replied.

"Wow, that must be a lot, so would I happen to find any of these drawings right on the streets here, or back in the castle?" Hiccup asked.

"Occasionally, I like to make drawings on the streets, but when I'm in the castle, I have a lot more room to myself." Rapunzel answered.

"That's good, so Rapunzel, are you sure that there's going to be a lot of free space for us when we get to this street?" Hiccup inquired.

"If people have already made drawings, they'll gladly remove them to give as much available space for their princess." Rapunzel responded.

"So chalk isn't permanent, I mean, you could just use things like soap and water if you wanted to get rid of it, right?" Hiccup asked.

"You also need a bucket for the water, and a bunch of scrubbing brushes, so yes, the chalk is gone if you use those things." Rapunzel confirmed.

Hiccup was about to say something when they arrived at a specific part of the street, and he could tell why it wasn't like the others.

A total of eight small chalk drawings were already done on the ground, and Hiccup took a glimpse to see what each of them looked like. One had a few trees, another had a pink bunny rabbit, while one featured the sun and a sailboat, there was another that had a smile with two oranges for the eyes, an apple for the nose, and a banana for the mouth. He also saw a drawing which had a sun and white mountains, along with two featuring flowers, but they weren't the same, and finally, a drawing of yellow fruit, which Hiccup believed to be none other than lemons.

"Whoa, the villagers are really talented when it comes to art, so do you think they'll like whatever drawing I make?" Hiccup asked.

"Just as long as it's appropriate for everyone to see, then you're allowed make something truly wonderful." Rapunzel answered.

"Well, that's a problem, because the only thing that I can think of to draw is a dragon, so it that appropriate?" Hiccup inquired.

"Yes, but only if it doesn't manage to scare any of the villagers, and what kind of dragon did you have in mind?" Rapunzel asked.

"I've drawn many types of dragons in the past, but most of the time, it's usually Toothless that I draw." Hiccup responded.

"So just go ahead and draw him if you want, and the only colors that you'll need are black and green." Rapunzel advised.

"That's good to know, Rapunzel, and I'll do my best to have my drawing not look so scary as possible." Hiccup reminded.

When a group of citizens who were surrounding the chalk drawings noticed Rapunzel, they all gave a bow for her, then one of them came forward, with the assumption that their Princess was here so she could make a chalk drawing of her own.

"Your Highness, it's good to see you come to this part of the village, so may I ask why you're here?" The villager asked.

"Me and my friend would like to make a drawing, but I was hoping if there could be more space for us." Rapunzel replied.

"Of course, Your Highness, I'll tell everyone to remove their drawings so that you can have all the space you need." The villager said.

"Thank you very much, and I'm sorry if it's too much to ask, but nonetheless, I'd really appreciate it." Rapunzel responded.

"Don't worry, Your Highness, there's no need to apologize, and you shouldn't have to wait too long." The villager promised.

Rapunzel smiled while giving a nod of her head, before she, along with Hiccup and their friends, watched as the villager told the others that they had to get rid of their drawings, and luckily, none of them argued when they were told the reason why. Just a few minutes had passed until all of the chalk drawings were erased from the ground and each of the villagers had left the area too, but not before somebody gave Rapunzel a basket full of big chalk sticks, with one for every color of the rainbow.

"So, Hiccup, please hold a hand out for me." Rapunzel requested, as she looked for the green and black chalk sticks in the basket.

Hiccup did exactly what Rapunzel asked of him, then he looked down to see two chalk sticks in the palm of his hand.

"Now I'm sure that those are both the colors you'll need in order to draw Toothless, right?" Rapunzel asked.

"Yes, and Rapunzel, if you don't mind me asking, what do you plan to draw with the chalk?" Hiccup inquired.

"The floating lights, they're my favorite thing to draw, and I've even painted them on a few walls in the castle." Rapunzel revealed.

"I'd really like to see those walls sometime, so what colors do you usually need to paint them?" Hiccup asked.

"For the lanterns, I use yellow and orange and for a night sky, I obviously use the color of blue." Rapunzel explained.

"Hey, Rapunzel, please know that I'm only curious when I ask this, but are your drawings detailed?" Hiccup questioned.

"Yes, they are, and don't worry, Hiccup, it's not like we're having a competition to see which drawing is better." Rapunzel answered.

"I didn't think it would be a competition, it's just that I don't believe my drawing will end up looking so good." Hiccup claimed.

"What makes you say that?" Rapunzel asked, as she wondered why Hiccup would have a negative thought about his artwork.

"Maybe it would be better to find a spot comfortable for us to sit before we continue this conversation." Hiccup suggested.

Rapunzel nodded in agreement, and they sat down on a bench nearby, with Toothless lying down next to where Hiccup was sitting, and Pascal remained on Rapunzel's shoulder, while Hiccup put both of the chalk sticks that he was holding back into the basket.

"There's not really much to tell, but I used to be feel very proud of one particular drawing of Toothless." Hiccup said.

"So what was the problem," Rapunzel asked. "Did the drawing not turn out how you hoped it would?" She guessed.

"No, the drawing turned out great, but when I showed it to someone, they asked if it was a deformed lizard." Hiccup replied.

"Well, clearly, that person doesn't know real art when they see it, so anyway, who was this person?" Rapunzel inquired.

"Just one of my friends, but it doesn't matter who, because they don't consider art to be so much fun." Hiccup answered.

"What? How can anybody believe that art isn't fun, maybe I should visit Berk and prove that person otherwise." Rapunzel proposed.

"Really, you'd want to come to Berk, then you must know that it's not quite the same as Corona." Hiccup reminded.

"It wouldn't hurt to find out for myself, since I never got to spend time in any neighboring islands due to my lessons." Rapunzel mentioned.

"Perhaps you could come after my stay here in your kingdom is over, because I'm usually the best guide to Berk." Hiccup advised.

"I would love that, Hiccup, so are we going to use this chalk now, or do you want to do something else instead?" Rapunzel asked.

"Oh, I still want to make a drawing, but most of the ones that I've done in Berk were mostly just diagrams." Hiccup responded.

"How about we bring our drawings together, and have it be a dragon flying through the floating lanterns?" Rapunzel recommended.

"Yeah, that's a good idea, so how about I'll draw Toothless first, and you'll do the lanterns all around him next?" Hiccup suggested.

"I guess you'll be needing these back." Rapunzel said, as she took the green and black chalk sticks out of the basket and gave them to Hiccup.

They walked over to the spot with all the space that was available for their drawings, and Hiccup got himself down on both of his knees. Hiccup began his drawing by using the black chalk to make the Night Fury's body first, and then the green chalk to draw the dragon's eyes. It didn't take Hiccup such a long time to finish the drawing, since he sketched Toothless about a million times already in his notebook.

"So, Rapunzel, what you do think?" Hiccup asked, as he got back up to stand on his feet, or rather, his human foot and prosthetic leg.

"I think that it looks wonderful, and so I promise that I'll be very careful not to ruin it when I draw my lanterns." Rapunzel answered.

"Okay, thanks." Hiccup said, before putting the chalk sticks that he used back in the basket, and taking out the ones Rapunzel needed.

"Here you go." Hiccup added, while he let the chalk sticks roll carefully down from on the palm of his hand, and onto the palm of hers.

"Thank you, Hiccup." Rapunzel replied, then she carefully knelt down to the cobblestone street, and started to work on her lanterns.

By the time that Rapunzel was finished, many lanterns of different colors and sizes were all around Hiccup's drawing of Toothless in a circle. She also managed to successfully draw a dark blue sky in between and all around the lanterns, which made for a magnificent chalk picture.

"Wow, Rapunzel, your lanterns are amazing, and it's as if my best friend is flying through a sky full of pretty lights." Hiccup complimented.

"So, Hiccup, you don't think there's too much of them, or maybe they shouldn't have been too close to your drawing." Rapunzel inquired.

"Nope, you didn't overdo it with the lanterns, and I think having them close to my drawing just makes them look better." Hiccup replied.

"Hiccup, that's very sweet of you to say," Rapunzel said, as she got herself up from the ground to wrap both of her arms around Hiccup.

Although the Viking was a little taken aback from the princess' hug, he returned the affection by patting a hand on her back for a few times. Hiccup had to admit it was kinda nice being hugged by Rapunzel, and he almost wanted to bring his own arms around her when he noticed that a bunch of villagers had stopped to take a look at the embrace that she was giving him, so it was time for it to end.

"Umm. . .Rapunzel, maybe you should let go of me now because there's people starting to stare at us." Hiccup whispered softly.

Rapunzel quickly brought her head off from Hiccup's armored chest and turned left and right to see whatever he was talking about. She instantly made a few steps back to give Hiccup some space, but that didn't stop her face from becoming more flushed by the second.

"I guess that hug I gave you was a little too long, right?" Rapunzel asked, then she let a few awkward laughs come out of her mouth.

"Yeah, but you and I are friends, so it's okay to give each other a hug sometimes." Hiccup assured, while putting a hand on her shoulder.

Of course." Rapunzel responded, and a couple of seconds went by with them just staring at one another before Hiccup spoke up again.

"Hey, Rapunzel, do you think that we should leave our name next to the drawing, so that nobody will get rid of it?" Hiccup suggested.

"Yes, that's a great idea." Rapunzel replied, as she dropped each of the chalk sticks she used back into the basket and took out a new one.

"We could do that by using our favorite color, so I mostly prefer to use the color purple, but Hiccup, what's your favorite?" Rapunzel asked.

Hiccup's favorite color used to be none other than blue, from the light blue of the sky he would wistfully stare at from either the window of the forge or his house, to the churning, blue-green blends of the sea where his mother had disappeared into many years ago. He would watch the sea as a small boy, day after day, waiting for her to return, and as he got older, Hiccup adored the blue in Astrid's eyes. When Hiccup met Toothless, it was like coming across the black shadow he always saw in the sky who gave him his first taste of victory.

The large, dark mass in the corners of his eye that jolted his stomach in a wild combination of fear and excitement at the exact same time. Seeing black gave Hiccup a jittery sensation of flight and power and purpose, to the point where he started wearing much darker clothing. Even though black was a shade of despair for many people, since they wore it for funerals usually, the color made Hiccup feel safe and loved.

"My favorite color is black." Hiccup answered, and as soon as those words left his mouth, Rapunzel looked in the basket and found his color.

Just like Hiccup had done earlier, Rapunzel let the chalk stick slide down from the palm of her hand to come onto the palm of Hiccup's own hand.

"Thanks, so I think that you should go first, since you're the princess, and there's the saying 'ladies first'." Hiccup said, while trying to be polite.

"Aren't you a gentleman?" Rapunzel asked, before she got down on her knees again to write down the phrase 'Created by Rapunzel, princess of Corona.'

Once the young woman was finished, Hiccup knelt down to put the phrase 'and Hiccup, dragon rider of Berk' right under her phrase.

"There, so now when people come by this street corner, they'll know this drawing was done by the princess and her friend." Rapunzel said.

"Great," Hiccup replied, as he dropped his chalk stick into the basket and Rapunzel did the same with hers.

"So, Rapunzel, can we go somewhere to wash our hands, or do you want to make another drawing?" Hiccup asked.

"You're the one who's new here in Corona, so I'll let you make that decision." Rapunzel answered.

"Well, I'd like to wash my hands, and perhaps both of us could do something new after?" Hiccup requested.

"Okay," Rapunzel said, as she put the basket of chalk sticks on the bench they sat on earlier. "I know a fountain nearby that we can use."

Upon hearing this, Hiccup let the princess take the lead as he and Toothless followed her to the location of the fountain. Hiccup let Rapunzel go first in washing her hands from all the dusty chalk and he patiently waited until she was done.

"Rapunzel, didn't you tell me that everyone in the kingdom release lanterns on your birthday?" He asked.

"Yes, I did, Hiccup, so why you do ask?" Rapunzel inquired, as she became curious to what he had in mind.

"How would you like to take a flight with me and Toothless on your next birthday?" Hiccup suggested.

"I'd love to do that, and I can only imagine it'll be more fun to watch them in the sky." Rapunzel replied.

"What do you say that we shake on it, so we'll know that we made an agreement." Hiccup offered.

Once he finished washing his hands, Hiccup brought one of them up for Rapunzel to shake, which she did. Rapunzel felt happy to know that when her birthday comes, she'll be trying something new and different.
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"So, Mr. Haddock, what do you want to do now, since it's your decision." Rapunzel reminded. "I'll give you some time to think." She added.

"Thanks, but maybe we should go find a bench first, because my brain works better if I'm sitting down somewhere." Hiccup replied.

Rapunzel nodded before the two of them, along with their reptile friends, walked for a while until they saw a nice and comfortable bench. The princess, black dragon, and green chameleon all stayed quiet as Hiccup carefully thought of what the next activity should be for them. As he did that, Hiccup drowned out the sounds around him, from the people playing their instruments to the ones selling food and clothing. Hiccup usually does this when he's designing something new, either for the benefit of him, Toothless, or the Vikings and dragons in Berk.

First, he decided to go over each of the activities that he and Rapunzel have already done, and exclude the things they've talked about. They read a fairy-tale at a book store, then she brought four young girls for Toothless to meet personally, and later, they had lunch at a nice restaurant, and finally, they made a chalk drawing, which was more like a portrait foreshadowing what would happen on Rapunzel's next birthday. Unfortunately, Hiccup wasn't able to come up with a new activity other than flying, which he and Toothless would be doing tonight at sunset. Even though he didn't want to have Rapunzel disappointed, Hiccup knew that Rapunzel deserved to know the truth instead of be lied to.

"I'm sorry, Rapunzel, but I can't really think of anything new for us to do, and trust me, that's a very rare thing for me to say." Hiccup said.

A frown had begun to appear on Rapunzel's face from what she just heard, but a few seconds passed before it was gone when curiosity took over.

"Hiccup, what's that thing you have on your leg?" Rapunzel inquired, while using a finger to point at what she wanted to know more about.

The Viking looked down to see that Rapunzel was pointing at his dragon blade, which was attached to his right pant leg like it always was.

"Oh, this?" Hiccup asked, as he put a hand over the holster that the blade was in. "This is my Dragon Blade, and it's nicknamed 'Inferno'."

"So, how does it work and why do you use it?" Rapunzel inquired, while feeling glad that she and Hiccup had something new to discuss.

"For the past five years, me and Toothless have been charting unmapped territories, and during our travels, we sometimes come across wild and aggressive new dragons, so to command their respect and show them that I am one of their own, I invented this device to mimic dragon fire." Hiccup explained.

He carefully took the blade out of its holster to give Rapunzel a better look and he pointed to parts of the blade while describing how it worked.

"One end coats the blade in Monstrous Nightmare saliva, the other sprays Hideous Zippleback gas, all it takes is a spark and. . .boom!" Hiccup shouted.

Rapunzel and Pascal both jolted from Hiccup's imitation of a loud explosion, then they laughed a little before they let Hiccup continue talking.

"A built-in lighter ignites both ends, forcing testy dragons to keep their distance, and I can train any dragon and defend myself if necessary." Hiccup finished.

"Wow, Hiccup, that sounds really fun, so aren't you going to give us a show of you using your sword, because I'd really like to see that." Rapunzel said.

"Rapunzel, I don't really think this is the best place, considering there's a lot of people around, and I don't want someone to get hurt." Hiccup replied.

"I'm the princess, Hiccup, and with my voice, I can get everyone to stay at a far distance so that no one will be harmed at all." Rapunzel assured.

Although he didn't believe Corona had any enemies with dragons of their own, Hiccup wanted to save the Dragon Blade for more important occasions. Inferno was a sword that was made for lighting the darkness, not for stabbing enemies. Hiccup was fond of it; he'd gotten inspired after collecting a little bit of saliva from baby Monstrous Nightmares, which acted like kerosene, and observing that Hideous Zippleback gas could also be stored indefinitely, so he collected the gas, concentrated it and stored it in pellets, and set up a circuit through which the flammable gel could circulate and be ignited by a single click of a mechanism. Hiccup never preferred to use his Dragon Blade as entertainment for people, but he was willing to make an exception for today, and use it just once.

"Okay, Rapunzel, I'll do it," Hiccup said, as he got up from the bench. "You might need to stand on top of this bench to get everyone's attention."

Rapunzel made a wide mouthed smile, then she quickly rose from the bench and took Hiccup's hand to help get her bare feet on the wooden seat.

"Excuse me, everyone, but can I please have your attention?" Rapunzel asked, and she was surprised to see none of the villagers stop to look at her.

Rapunzel figured that she hadn't been loud enough, so instead of repeating what she just said, Rapunzel had chosen to give a loud and clear whistle. The princess raised her left and right index finger, which she put together to make an upside-down "v" shape before bringing them up to her mouth. She placed the tip of the "v" shape just under her tongue, behind her back teeth, and then closed her lips, making a small hole between her fingers. Finally, Rapunzel blew through the hole, producing a loud and shrill sound that managed to get a lot of villagers to stop walking and turn to face her. Only a few people had gotten her attention, but Rapunzel didn't think it was enough, so she kept on whistling until there was a very large crowd.

"Thank you all for bringing your undivided attention to your princess, but it's not me who I'd like for you to focus on right now, but a certain guest who came from the island of Berk, his name is Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third, and he'd like to show you something that's very incredible." Rapunzel announced.

Hiccup had to admit that he was impressed with not only how Rapunzel whistled but how she introduced him to the crowd of villagers gathered in front of them. All of a sudden, Hiccup realized that everyone was now looking at him, so he took a few deep breaths to relax his body before addressing his audience. He decided to repeat everything that he explained about Inferno to Rapunzel earlier to the villagers, and he could tell they were already impressed from the looks on their faces, even though Hiccup was just getting started, as he quickly thought of how to make this an interesting show for Corona's citizens. Luckily, it didn't take Hiccup that long to come up with an idea, but he wanted to make sure Rapunzel was away so that she wouldn't get hurt.

There wasn't any need for Hiccup to worry, since she was already standing with the rest of the spectators and waiting for Hiccup to start his show. First, Hiccup pressed a button to extend the telescoping and retractable blade, and placed his thumb on top of the thumb lighter's metal grinders. He pushed down with his thumb, which caused the blade to ignite in flames and everyone's eyes lit up in astonishment at the sight of the blade. Hiccup carefully swung the flaming sword over his head for about a few times, and he gave a small smile of seeing the reactions from his onlookers.

He knew that the people watching him would eventually get bored if he didn't do something different, so he pressed a button to retract the blade. The Viking pressed another button, which released the green and flammable gas, and Hiccup spun around once, so the gas was in a circle surrounding him. Fortunately for Hiccup, the gas wasn't too close to him, and it wasn't too far that it could reach any of the witnesses who were watching his performance. Once again, Hiccup used his thumb to push down on the lighter to make a spark, which caused the circle of gas to light on fire before dissipating instantly.

By this time, there was a look of amazement on every person's face, and Hiccup could even hear most, if not all of them make cheers and whoops of praise. He decided to make things a little more exciting, so Hiccup sprayed the gas in a few other shapes and motions, from a square and triangle to a squiggly line. Each of these techniques Hiccup did only made the cheering from his audience to become louder, but sadly for them, he couldn't go on with this forever. Hiccup put his fire sword back into its' holster, and then he held up both of his hands to quiet down the crowd, since he wanted to give his gratitude.

"Thank you all for taking the time to watch the display of Inferno, my Dragon Blade, and I hope that you enjoyed it very much." Hiccup declared.

After saying that verbal form of thankfulness, the villagers gave Hiccup a round of applause by clapping their hands and shouting out "bravo!". Hearing all of this loud and enthusiastic approval caused Hiccup to feel very proud of himself, which had been a feeling that was unsurprisingly familiar. It was like every time that the village cheered him on during the exams of dragon training ever since the day that he and Toothless became friends. Hiccup never sought fame or glory out of transferring his knowledge of Toothless' behavior to the other dragons, he simply used those techniques to keep himself safe, and to ensure that he could live to see another day and continue to help Toothless, because if it wasn't for Hiccup, the dragon could have been dead already.

The twenty-year old gave a bow before bringing his head up to catch sight of Rapunzel from the crowd, and he kept his eyes on just her and nobody else. If it hadn't been for the princess, then none of this would've happened at all, and he probably would've spent hours over thinking on what activity to do. Although he thought it wasn't such a good idea in the beginning, Hiccup now felt regret for being so hesitant about going through with showing Inferno. Once again, Hiccup managed to drown out the cheers coming from the audience as he continued to gaze at Rapunzel, while she did the exact same thing.

What neither of them had noticed happening was that the group of villagers Rapunzel had gathered for Hiccup's show began to part into smaller numbers. Just a single minute had passed until the villagers were all gone, but not without having a smile on their face, and also talking about the spectacle they saw. Both Toothless and Pascal kept quiet as they watched their human friends slowly walk toward one another while wondering what was going to occur next.

It wasn't until Hiccup and Rapunzel were practically inches apart when they threw their arms around each other's torso while commencing to laugh together. The chameleon and dragon simply looked on with raised eyebrows of confusion at the behavior they watched take place not so far away in front of them. After what had felt like forever, but was really just a few minutes, the bachelor and maiden pulled back and took a deep breath to calm themselves down.

"Now that wasn't so bad, right, Hiccup? I mean, nobody got hurt and the people all seemed to really enjoy watching you use your sword." Rapunzel said.

"Yeah, Rapunzel, it did feel great to hear them cheering, but that will have to be the last time too, since I don't use Inferno for entertainment." Hiccup replied.

Although she was a little disappointed to hear Hiccup say that, Rapunzel remembered that he didn't create the sword just so he could show it off for people.

"I understand, Hiccup, and I'm sure they'll keep replaying your show in their heads, considering nobody's ever seen that done before." Rapunzel mentioned.

Hiccup instantly began to think if maybe he should give a show of Inferno to the villagers more often, and not for every day, but every few weeks or month.

"You know, Rapunzel, I guess it wouldn't be so bad to show my fire sword more than once, but it can't happen all the time, just occasionally." Hiccup requested.

Rapunzel's face suddenly lit up with joy while she jumped up and down before she thought of a way for Hiccup to show Inferno a lot more often.

"I know, Hiccup, you could show Inferno once for every month of the year, so will you be able to use it eleven more times?" Rapunzel asked.

Even though it didn't seem like a big number, Hiccup did feel relieved that he wouldn't have to show his fire sword for every single day or week. Hiccup looked down to see that he had four Hideous Zippleback gas cartridges, and he thought about whether or not he should use all of them. In the end, Hiccup decided to save at least two of the cartridges and he'll use the other ones later on, so all in all, he agreed with Rapunzel's idea.

"Yeah, Rapunzel, I can use Inferno that many times, and it would be good to make use of the sword during the time I'm here in Corona." Hiccup said.

The princess' smile grew even bigger and she felt very happy inside from knowing that Hiccup didn't have a problem with what she suggested to him. Rapunzel started to believe Hiccup was feeling exhausted from swinging around Inferno, so she now wanted them to do an activity that was relaxing. Not only did it have to be something that wouldn't require Hiccup to use his hands, it also had to be an activity that's completely new for both of them. Just when she was about to feel like giving up, Rapunzel came up with an idea, and they didn't have to rely on Hiccup to use his hands for the activity. They could go on a gondola ride through or around the kingdom, and since a gondola does seat six, Toothless could be able to join them on the ride.

"Hiccup, how you would like to go on a gondola ride through the village canal?" Rapunzel asked. "Just so you know, a gondola is a boat." She added.

"Sure, Rapunzel, but do you know where the gondolas are?" Hiccup asked, and Rapunzel nodded before motioning for him and Toothless to follow her.

"I have a question, are these rides fun?" Hiccup inquired, as he wanted to know more about them before he actually went through with going on one.

"Trust me, Hiccup, a gondola ride is always a relaxing and entertaining experience, so I'm sure that you won't be left disappointed." Rapunzel assured.

"If you've taken a gondola ride many times, then you definitely know what it's like, so Rapunzel, can you please tell me what happens?" Hiccup asked.

"Each ride lasts about forty minutes, and you'll get to see breathtaking close views of all the houses that line up on the streets." Rapunzel explained.

To her delight, a smile had made its way onto Hiccup's face, and that's how Rapunzel knew he liked the sound of it, but she wanted to tell him more.

"That's not all, Hiccup, during the whole ride, you'll be serenaded with music by a singer and a musician who are both quite talented." Rapunzel said.

The only times that Hiccup ever got to hear songs in Berk was when he was a baby and his mother would sing lullabies to comfort him during a storm. Vikings had been known to break into song after drinking contests held in the Great Hall, but Hiccup preferred not to participate in those kind of activities.

"It sounds great so far, Rapunzel, but I have just one more question for you, will Toothless be able to fit in the gondola with us?" Hiccup asked curiously.

"Well, it depends on the gondola's size, because if it's small, then Toothless' weight will probably cause the gondola to sink completely." Rapunzel answered.

Toothless instantly looked at Rapunzel as if he was genuinely offended by what she just said, so the princess felt it was necessary to clear things up.

"I don't mean you're heavy, Toothless, it's very important for a boat not to have too much weight, or else, it won't float on the water." Rapunzel explained.

She came towards Toothless and stoked the dragon's face, with her soft touch causing the Night Fury's green eyes to widen and also his black tail to wag. The Viking only stared in awe of the princess and his best friend bonding right before his very eyes, and it literally warmed Hiccup's heart as he saw it occur. Hiccup stepped back and watched as Rapunzel began to scratch under his friend's chin, and it was at that moment when he realized the direction of her hand.

Before he could even raise his hand in warning, Rapunzel's fingernails reached that special spot under the dragon's neck, causing Toothless to fall over. Rapunzel made a terrified squeak as she quickly yanked her hand back and horror filled her eyes as she kept them on just her hand and nothing else. Hiccup chuckled as he walked closer to Rapunzel and gently grabbed the girl's trembling hand in his own before leading it to the dragon's strong pulse.

"It's okay, Rapunzel, dragons have a spot just under their jaw that they love to have scratched, and if pressed just right, it sends them straight to sleep." Hiccup explained, as he saw Rapunzel relax a lot more from what he just told her.

Rapunzel turned to him with a smile so relieved and so wide that Hiccup couldn't help but burst into a round of laughter, which only grew when she joined in with him‚ and for a moment‚ they let themselves enjoy the sound of their musical giggles in unison. All of a sudden, Hiccup stopped laughing when he looked down to find that he still had his fingers intertwined with hers, but Hiccup didn't bother pulling them away.

Her hand felt warm to his own, petal like, so incredibly soft, like silk that had been washed a million times, and it was a touch Hiccup could get used to more often. Suddenly, Hiccup's brain made its big debut and he froze, sucking in a gasp through his teeth, before yanking his hand back like he'd been burned while every cell in his body careened to a stop, and Rapunzel stopped giggling to look at Hiccup in confusion.

"Hiccup, is everything okay?" Rapunzel asked, while starting to wonder if there was something she missed that would cause Hiccup to change his expression.

"Oh, yes, Rapunzel, everything's fine, I was just thinking if we don't take a gondola ride very soon, then it's going to get pretty dark out." Hiccup answered.

The princess' eyes suddenly widened from realizing that she and Hiccup haven't been spending the past few minutes to reach the kingdom's gondola dock. Even though it was possible for Hiccup and Rapunzel to have a gondola ride at night, neither of them wanted to wait until the evening to share the experience.

"You're right, Hiccup, it's going to be dinnertime later, and my parents don't approve of me being out so late, even if I have a guard with me." Rapunzel replied.

She was about to start walking toward the dock when Rapunzel felt a hand come on her shoulder, and she turned around to see that Toothless was still asleep.

"Maybe it's a good idea to wake up Toothless first, because we wouldn't want him to be worried sick about where the two of us went." Hiccup suggested.

"I agree, but I think that you should do it, Hiccup, you two have been best friends for years, so you know more about him than I do." Rapunzel responded.

Although he wondered if Rapunzel had only said that because she was still shaken up from unintentionally causing Toothless to fall asleep, Hiccup thought it was nice to hear, so he didn't bother asking with her. Hiccup took a few steps away from Toothless, then Rapunzel did the same thing, and she quickly covered her ears as Hiccup cupped his hands around his mouth.

"Icelandic Cod!" Hiccup shouted, and it was those two words that got the dragon to stand up on his four legs and face the boy with wide eyes and a gummy smile.

"Sorry, bud, I only said that to wake you up." Hiccup said, and Toothless' expression changed to a frown and he swatted the side of Hiccup's head with his tail fin.

"Hey!" Hiccup exclaimed as he rubbed his head to try and ease the pain, while Rapunzel couldn't help but giggle and she covered her mouth to hide her giggling.

"Nice try, Rapunzel, but I know you're laughing," Hiccup said, as he turned to see Rapunzel was tight-lipped, pretending as if she hadn't been laughing at all.

"Hiccup, I know this might be a silly question to ask you, but does your head hurt?" Rapunzel asked, and she saw Hiccup wince in agony as he nodded his head.

"If you don't mind, Hiccup, can you show me where it hurts the most?" Rapunzel inquired, as she thought of a way to help take the pain away from Hiccup's injury.

With one of his hands, Hiccup pointed to the spot where Toothless hit him and not long after he brought his hand down, Rapunzel stood up on the balls of her feet. By doing this, Rapunzel's face was now at the same level of Hiccup's own face, and she closed her lips before softly pressing them against Hiccup's cheek. Hiccup's eyes widened instantly as he felt Rapunzel's lips make contact with his skin, and his face simultaneously became flushed from the feeling it gave him. A few seconds had went by before Hiccup realized that Rapunzel only kissed his cheek to ease his pain, not because she liked him as more than a friend.

The boy quickly started to feel foolish for actually thinking that was the case, considering he had a fianceé, even though it wasn't made public in Berk yet. Not to mention that Rapunzel also had a boyfriend, who she was sure would become a fiancé too when he returned from visiting the neighboring kingdoms. Just because the princess wasn't engaged at the moment, it didn't mean that Hiccup could ever think she was available, especially since he wasn't either. Every time that Rapunzel would give him a smile, a hug, or even a kiss, Hiccup would remind himself that they were done out of feelings that were platonic.

"Does your head feel better now, Hiccup?" Rapunzel asked, but not before taking a few steps back to give Hiccup space and making sure to be facing him first.

"Yes, Rapunzel, it's much better, thanks." Hiccup replied, while trying hard not to blush. "Perhaps we should make our way to the gondola dock now?" He asked.

Rapunzel nodded her head before she and Hiccup went back to heading for the gondola dock, but not before Hiccup made sure Toothless was following them. The two human beings stayed quiet throughout the rest of the walk there, since they've already talked about what to expect when they took a gondola ride. Once they arrived, Hiccup could see that the dock was lined up with flat-bottomed rowing boats, which were much smaller than the ships they had on Berk.

However, none of these boats had enough space for Toothless, so he'd have to stay at the dock and wait for Hiccup and Rapunzel to come back on their gondola. Even though it'd take forty minutes, the Night Fury has been separated from Hiccup longer than that, so he was sure the dragon could deal with their time apart. The gondoliers and musicians had been in a conversation with each other, but when they saw the princess approaching, every one of them bowed their head.

"Your Highness, what a pleasant surprise!" One of the gondoliers exclaimed, while stepping forward. "I'm sure that you've come here to take a gondola ride?"

"Yes, that's right, but I won't be going alone," Rapunzel replied, as she turned to face Hiccup. "My friend here, Hiccup Haddock, plans to join me." She added.

All of the musicians and gondoliers took a long look at Hiccup from head to toe, which caused Hiccup to believe that these men didn't like what he was wearing. That didn't seem to be the case anymore when a smile appeared on their faces, and a few of the men came towards Hiccup since they had something to say.

"Oh, we remember you!" One of the gondoliers exclaimed. "You're the same boy who did that fire show in the village square, now that was truly a spectacle!"

Hiccup soon became pleased to know that most of these men, if not all of them, had seen his display of Inferno or at least heard about it from other people.

"Thanks, I'm glad you liked it, so as you already know, we want to go on a gondola, but we'd also want someone to play music for us." Hiccup requested.

"Don't worry, Mr. Haddock, that won't be a problem," The gondolier replied, before stepping to the side. "All you have to do is choose a gondola." He added.

Hiccup took a moment to look at the boats, but he realized it didn't really make any difference, especially because all of them have the same size and color.

"Well, I guess I'll choose. . .that one." Hiccup said, while pointing to a gondola, and he turned his head to face the Princess. "What do you think, Rapunzel?"

"I like it, Hiccup," Rapunzel answered, and she gave him a smile before turning back to the gondolier because there was a question she wanted to ask him.

"I want to ask you a question, sir, and even though I probably know what your answer will be, I'm still going to ask you anyway." Rapunzel announced.

The gondolier simply nodded his head, as he mentally prepared himself for whatever question the princess would be asking him in the next few seconds.

"Would it be possible for Hiccup's best friend, Toothless, to come onto the gondola too?" Rapunzel asked, while looking over to where the Night Fury sat.

Rapunzel waited patiently as the gondolier glanced at the black dragon, but when a frown come onto the man's face, Rapunzel knew it meant bad news.

"I'm sorry, Your Highness, I don't think your gondola, or any other gondola here is strong enough to carry Mr. Haddock's dragon." The gondolier responded.

Although he felt disappointed to hear that, Hiccup wasn't all too surprised because already believed it was unlikely Toothless could be able to join them. Hiccup appreciated the fact Rapunzel still asked the gondolier if it was possible, and he found it necessary to let Toothless know they'll be gone for a while.

"Hey, bud," Hiccup said, as he approached his best friend, who quickly gave the boy his attention. "There's something I have to tell you, and it's not good."

Toothless quickly made a moaning sound, as if he already knew what Hiccup was about to tell him, but he didn't try to stop his human from saying more.

"You can't come with me and Rapunzel on the gondola because there isn't enough room, but the ride won't take long, just forty minutes." Hiccup explained.

Hiccup stepped back in surprise as the Night Fury walked away and made himself comfortable as possible by laying down on the cobblestone street.

"Sorry, Rapunzel, but I need to talk to Toothless for a minute." Hiccup said, hoping she wasn't upset their gondola ride would be delayed for a moment.

To Hiccup's relief, Rapunzel smiled and also gave a nod of her head, which meant she understood, so Hiccup made his way to his friend on the street. He could already tell from Toothless' face that the dragon was sad that he couldn't go on the gondola ride, so Hiccup thought of what he could say to make Toothless feel better.

"C'mon, bud, look at me," Hiccup begged as he got down on his good leg and waited for Toothless to face him, which happened in less than a minute.

"I won't be gone forever," Hiccup said while he put his hands under the dragon's chin. "The ride will only take less than an hour, and I'll be right back!"

Despite what Hiccup just told him, Toothless made a whining sound, so Hiccup pondered of how to make it up to him later, and luckily, he had the perfect idea.

"How about this, bud, we'll go for a flight around the kingdom at sunset, just like we used to do back on Berk, so what do you say?" Hiccup asked earnestly.

Only a few seconds passed before Toothless had a wide grin on his face and his tongue lolling out at the same time, and Hiccup knew what that look meant. Toothless was happy because he now had something to look forward to, and better yet, it was an activity that he could get to do with Hiccup and no one else.

"Atta boy! That's it!" Hiccup exclaimed, as he hugged the dragon's muzzle and petted his snout, and he let Toothless lick his face for a bit before walking away.

"Just you and me, a flight around Corona tonight, I promise!" Hiccup shouted, and he could see that Toothless wasn't moping around on the street anymore.

Since the Night Fury was now in a good mood, Hiccup could be able to enjoy his gondola ride with Rapunzel without having to worry about his best friend.

"So, I'm guessing Toothless is okay now?" Rapunzel asked, even though she didn't think it was necessary to ask Hiccup that from seeing the smile on his face.

"Oh, he's better than okay, Rapunzel, he's great." Hiccup answered, before his smile was replaced with a frown. "I'm sorry for making you wait." He added.

"Hiccup, you don't have to apologize," Rapunzel said quietly as she put a hand on Hiccup's shoulder. "I wouldn't have gotten on the ride if Pascal was upset."

It made Hiccup feel good to know that Rapunzel could relate to him when it came to his friendship with Toothless, but then something else came to his mind. The image of Pascal being the size of Toothless caused Hiccup to chuckle at first, and soon enough, he was laughing hysterically while being close to tears. He didn't bother to notice Rapunzel taking her hand off his shoulder and she could only imagine what it was exactly that got Hiccup to laugh all of a sudden.

Rapunzel didn't think it could be what she just said to him because she hadn't meant to be funny, she wanted Hiccup to know she could empathize with him. She would never find out if she didn't ask him, so Rapunzel lightly shook Hiccup's shoulder, but when that didn't work, she brought up a hand to his cheek. Feeling the princess' hand make contact with his skin once again caused Hiccup to open his eyes and take a few deep breaths which put an end to his laughter. Even as this happened in front of her, Rapunzel didn't say a word because she was actually waiting until Hiccup was completely quiet so she could ask what she wanted to know from him.

"Now that you can hear me, Hiccup, could you please tell me what were you laughing about?" Rapunzel asked as she took her hand off from his freckled cheek.

Instead of saying his answer out loud, Hiccup moved a little closer so that he could whisper it into Rapunzel's ear, and Hiccup stepped back to give her space. A couple of seconds went by until Rapunzel looked at Pascal first, and she moved her head to glimpse at Toothless before starting to giggle. Hiccup went ahead in joining Rapunzel while all the gondoliers and musicians kept quiet and wondered why the teenagers were laughing so much. In the end, they decided it wasn't any of their business, but one of them did clear his throat so that Rapunzel and Hiccup could give their attention.

"I'm sorry to interrupt, but do you two still want to go on a gondola ride, because we understand if you've changed your mind." The gondolier said.

"No, we didn't change our mind," Hiccup replied while shaking his head. "We're sorry to keep you waiting, but my dragon was upset. . ." He added.

"There's no need for you to explain, Mr. Haddock," The gondolier responded as he held his hands up. "What matters right now is your gondola ride."

Hiccup gave a nod of his head in agreement before him and Rapunzel walked over to one of the gondolas, with a gondolier and musician following.

"After you, Your Highness." Hiccup said, as he smiled to Rapunzel and helped her get into the small boat first, then he took a seat right next to her.

"Thank you, Hiccup." Rapunzel answered while turning her head to smile back at him, but then felt her cheeks flush from the close proximity with Hiccup.

Their faces were practically inches away from each other's, and both of them looked away as the musician got on the boat, along with the gondolier. As the gondolier used an oar to pull the boat further away from the dock, the musician had begun to play the accordion strapped to his shoulders. The musician also started to sing a serenade to the music from his accordion, which caused Hiccup and Rapunzel to become less anxious and relax. Both of them sat back in their seats before exhaling at the same time as the gondolier rowed the boat into the kingdom's tranquil canal.

With music filling the air, Rapunzel and Hiccup turned their heads to gaze up at all the buildings which reflected in the shimmering water. Since his shoulders were covered up with leather, Hiccup didn't even notice that Rapunzel had comfortably rested her head on one of them. When he finally became aware of what Rapunzel just did, Hiccup felt his cheeks begin to flush and he wondered of what he should do now. He believed Rapunzel wanted to feel comfortable, so Hiccup thought it would've been rude of him to ask her to take her head off his shoulder.

It was a little embarrassing for Hiccup, considering they weren't the only people on the boat, but it's not like this was supposed to be a date. Even though they were sitting right next to each other, and there was music playing and beautiful sights around them, it would stay platonic. Once again, Hiccup reminded himself that neither of them were single, and Rapunzel was only helping him see what a gondola ride had to offer. With this ride obviously being his first, Hiccup was enjoying it so far, and he wouldn't really mind taking more of them during his time in Corona.

Although none of these future gondola rides would be able to include Toothless, if Hiccup had Rapunzel's company, then they won't be so bad. Suddenly, Hiccup started to think if whether or not it would be okay for him to put his arm around her shoulder, but only as a friendly gesture. Hiccup was worried that Rapunzel wouldn't think of it that way and she would get the wrong message and believe Hiccup had feelings for her. Nevertheless, Hiccup would never get to find out if he didn't go through with it at all, so he let out a yawn while bringing his hand up to stifle it.

As he did this, the Viking quickly raised his left arm just to pretend he was stretching for a moment before resting his arm on Rapunzel's shoulder. Hiccup had expected Rapunzel to take her head off his shoulder or try to pull away from him, but to his surprise, she didn't do either of those things. This seemed to confirm that Rapunzel trusted Hiccup enough to give her this kind of affection because she knew that he was giving it as her friend. Neither Hiccup nor Rapunzel said a word as they continued to enjoy the serenade being sung and they stayed like this for the remainder of the ride.

Even as the gondola headed back to the dock and the musician had stopped singing, the two young adults didn't bother getting up from their seats. It wasn't until the gondolier had cleared his throat when they snapped out of their peaceful state, and also instantly moved away from each other. Since both the musician and gondolier were out of the boat already, Hiccup was the next person to get off, but he didn't fail to remember Rapunzel. Hiccup thoughtfully lent out a hand for Rapunzel to take so that she could carefully step onto the dock without falling and getting herself hurt badly. Instead of saying thanks to Hiccup for helping her, Rapunzel stared at his face, and Hiccup stared at hers until someone else had broken the silence.

"So, guys, what did you think of the gondola ride?" The gondolier asked, as he found the silence rather awkward and thought it was better to talk.

"I really enjoyed it, sir, both the scenery and music were great, and I'd have no problem with having more boat rides in the future." Hiccup answered.

Rapunzel couldn't help but find it adorable how Hiccup gushed about the gondola ride just now, but she didn't find it necessary to tell him that.

"I'm glad to hear that, Hiccup," Rapunzel said before turning to face the gondolier. "The ride was very relaxing, sir, just like every one before it."

"It makes me happy to know this gondola ride has managed to satisfy not only the princess, but her friend here as well." The gondolier replied.

After saying that, the gondolier bowed his head to Hiccup and Rapunzel, along with the musician who performed for them during the boat ride. The green-eyed brunettes nodded simultaneously before making their way to the cobblestone street, where Toothless was waiting for them.

"Hey, bud, we're back!" Hiccup announced, and the dragon rushed to give his friend copious licking. "C'mon, Toothless, I wasn't gone that long."

Rapunzel giggled as she thought the Night Fury's affection toward Hiccup was so cute, and it was quite obvious that Toothless missed him a lot.

"Okay, that's enough, bud, we both know your drool doesn't wash out." Hiccup reminded, as he flicked off as much of the dragon spit as he could.

To Hiccup's relief, Rapunzel had already made sure to stay back as far as possible so she wouldn't get any of Toothless' saliva on her pink dress.

"Sorry you had to see that, Rapunzel, but Toothless never likes being away from me, even if it's only for about forty minutes." Hiccup explained.

"No need to apologize, Hiccup, but I don't think my parents would be too happy about Toothless' drool not washing off my clothes." Rapunzel responded.

"Well, in that case, Rapunzel, it's a good thing you stayed back," Hiccup said, as he scratched Toothless' head. "So, where should we go now?" He asked.

"To be honest with you, Hiccup, I'd like to go home. We've done a lot today, and I can't think of another activity we can do next." Rapunzel answered.

"Yeah, I can't think of one either," Hiccup fibbed, even though he did have an activity in mind, but Hiccup wanted to do it with just Toothless.

Rapunzel and Hiccup started to walk back to the castle by each other's side, and it didn't take long for them to have another conversation.

"Hey, Rapunzel, I hope you didn't mind it when I put my arm around your shoulder during the boat ride." Hiccup said, avoiding eye contact.

"I didn't mind it at all, Hiccup, but I really hope you didn't have a problem with me resting my head on your shoulder." Rapunzel replied.

"Don't worry, Rapunzel, I know that you just wanted to be as comfortable as possible, since it was a long boat ride." Hiccup responded.

The princess heaved a quiet sigh of relief from knowing that her and Hiccup didn't dislike the expressions of affection they did on the boat.

"So, Hiccup, would you mind if I rested my head on your shoulder for every gondola ride that we'll have in the future?" Rapunzel asked.

"Just as long as you don't mind it if I put my arm around your shoulder too, which I swear to do only as your friend." Hiccup promised.

"Deal," Rapunzel said, as she walked ahead to come in front of Hiccup, and brought one of her hands out. "Let's shake on it." She added.

Hiccup grinned to Rapunzel as they shook hands, but Hiccup made sure that his grip wasn't too firm so Rapunzel's hand wouldn't get hurt. After being done with their handshake, Rapunzel returned to Hiccup's left side, since Toothless was already beside him on his right side. They kept quiet for the remainder of the walk through the kingdom, since neither could really come up with anything new to talk about. In spite of that, Hiccup would often be greeted by a group of citizens either smiling or giving him a short round of applause, or doing both. It wasn't so hard for Hiccup to figure out the reason he's getting all of this attention was because of his display of Inferno earlier today.

"Looks like people really loved the show of my Dragon Blade, but it's too bad they'll have to wait a month for another show." Hiccup said.

"You could make an announcement that you're going to do more shows, but maybe it should be a surprise instead." Rapunzel suggested.

'If I make an announcement, they'll be waiting for a show, but I if don't, then they'll be waiting and asking for a show.' Hiccup thought.

"No, Rapunzel, I'll make an announcement, but I'll wait until tomorrow afternoon, so that way, everybody will know." Hiccup declared.

"Great! Do you want my parents to get everyone's attention for your announcement, or do you just want my help?" Rapunzel asked.

"I'd like help from you alone, and even if we tell a small group of people, I'm sure they'll be able to spread the world." Hiccup answered.

"Okay, Hiccup, that sounds good to me." Rapunzel replied, before they went up a staircase that led them to the front doors of her home.

Neither Rapunzel nor Hiccup had to open the doors all on their own, since there was a guard already posted on each side of the entrance.

"Welcome home, Your Highness." The guards said, greeting the princess in unison, then both of them turned to look in Hiccup's direction.

"Welcome back, Mr. Haddock." The guards added, saying this at the exact same time, and Hiccup smiled from their kind recognition of him.

"Uh, thanks, guys." Hiccup responded, expressing his gratitude for them acknowledging his presence and opening the doors for him too.

The guards waited until Rapunzel and Pascal went inside the castle, along with Hiccup and Toothless before closing the front doors shut.

"I can't wait to tell my parents about all the things we did today!" Rapunzel exclaimed, and it seemed like her parents had read her mind.

As soon as King Frederic and Queen Arianna were in sight, their daughter ran to embrace them while Hiccup and Toothless looked on.


	16. Flight at Sunset

**I definitely believe that I owe all of you a huge apology for making you wait so long for an update to this story. The reason why a new chapter took such a long time is because I decided to wait on writing one until I was done with new chapters for my Mericcup fanfic, Archer Meets Viking, and my Jelsa fanfic, Of Snow and Frost, as well as the third and final chapter for my Arrietty/Epic crossover, Double Date. I really hope that you'll enjoy this new chapter, which happens to pick up right where the last chapter left off.**

* * *

><p><strong><em>Chapter 16: Flight at Sunset<em>**

"Hiccup and I had such a great time outside!" Rapunzel said, after she pulled away from the hug with her parents. "We did so much together!"

"Darling, we'd be more than delighted if you told us all about your day at dinnertime, now please go and wash up." Queen Arianna replied.

Rapunzel gave a nod before heading to her room upstairs, and she was out of sight, the King and Queen brought their attention to Hiccup.

"Well, I don't think that I'll need to wear this flight suit for dinner, so I should get changed myself." Hiccup said, before he started walking.

Hiccup was several steps away from walking past Rapunzel's parents when King Frederic held up a hand to stop Hiccup from going further.

"Before you go, Mr. Haddock, we'd like to express our gratitude to you for spending time with our daughter today." King Frederic declared.

"It's nice of you to say that, Your Majesty," Hiccup replied, before giving a sheepish smile. "Rapunzel is really fun to be around." He added.

"Our kingdom doesn't usually have visitors that she can spend time with, so I hope you won't mind spending a lot more time with her." King Frederic said.

"I don't mind at all, Your Majesty, and besides," Hiccup responded before turning to face his dragon. "Toothless enjoys her company too." He added.

"We're glad to hear that, Mr. Haddock, so we'll let you get changed now." Queen Arianna said, before she and her husband stepped aside.

Before they had begun to walk, Toothless and Hiccup watched as the Queen called for a servant to bring them to their room so they didn't get lost. Hiccup believed that was absolutely necessary, since this place wasn't like his house back on Berk, where he could just go upstairs to his room; this was a castle, a building which had hundreds of rooms, most of which Hiccup wanted to explore, but only if he had someone to help show him around.

The Viking and his dragon followed the servant all the way to their room, and Hiccup made sure to thank the servant before he went inside. Obviously, the first thing that Hiccup did was get out of his flight suit, so now, he was wearing a simple green tunic, brown pants, and a fur boot. When he heard Toothless make a soft purring sound, Hiccup gave a small smile and he quietly brought a hand to rest on his best friend's head.

"Don't worry, bud, it won't be that long," Hiccup assured, as he looked at Toothless. "After we've had dinner, we'll go outside and fly." He added.

Although the Night Fury nodded his head, he didn't change his expression, but Hiccup was positive that Toothless would stay patient a little longer. When the two of them came out of the room, they weren't surprised to see the same servant waiting to take them down to the dining room table. Once again, Hiccup and Toothless walked behind the servant and stayed close as they went downstairs, while remaining quiet for the whole time. By the time that they arrived at the table, Rapunzel's parents were already seated, and their servant held out a chair so that Hiccup could sit down too.

"So that's what you wear under that flight suit of yours, Mr. Haddock." King Frederic said, as him and his wife took notice of Hiccup's casual outfit.

"Yes, Your Majesty, and I'm sorry it's not fancy or anything, Vikings don't really have a lot of options when it comes to clothing." Hiccup explained.

"There's no need to apologize, Mr. Haddock, and your father told us the same thing when he visited Corona last month." Queen Arianna revealed.

"Yes, his so-called 'fishing trip'," Hiccup replied, and the royals both gave a look of confusion. "That's what my dad told me the trip was." He added.

The expressions on the King and Queen's faces changed after hearing that, and Hiccup looked around to see that Rapunzel wasn't at the table yet.

"So, where's Rapunzel?" Hiccup asked, as he was genuinely concerned about the girl's whereabouts. "I thought she would've been here by now."

"Our daughter will be joining us soon, Mr. Haddock," King Thomas answered, and only a few seconds passed before Rapunzel finally showed up.

"Here she is now." The Queen declared, as her daughter took a seat right next to Hiccup, who couldn't help but take a look at the princess' crown.

"Hey, Rapunzel, could I ask you something?" Hiccup asked, and he waited until Rapunzel turned to face him, and she gave her answer with a nod.

"Do you always have to wear your crown every time you have a meal?" Hiccup inquired, as he hoped Rapunzel didn't think it was a dumb question.

"Yes, Hiccup, my parents said it's important to wear it during formal occasions, and it symbolizes everything a princess should be." Rapunzel responded.

"What do you mean?" Hiccup asked, and he watched as Rapunzel took off her crown and brought it closer so that Hiccup could see the jewels better.

"The crown's white jewels stand for a strong and adventurous spirit; green represents gentleness and kindness; red stands for courage; and the round golden crown itself stands for leadership." Rapunzel explained, before putting the crown back on her head.

"Wow, you have a lot of good traits," Hiccup complimented, then gave a smile to Rapunzel, whose face soon turned pink as she turned away from him.

What they didn't realize was that the King and Queen saw this moment from start to finish, but they didn't really think it was a matter of discussion. Rapunzel's parents decided to focus on their upcoming meal, which would be filet of sole stuffed with lobster, so they hoped Hiccup didn't mind seafood.

"Mr. Haddock," King Thomas said, and Hiccup turned his head to face the man. "We've already arranged for a servant to bring your dragon his meal."

"Oh, thanks, Your Majesty." Hiccup replied, as he felt quite relieved to know that the King and Queen didn't forget about giving Toothless food as well.

All of a sudden, Hiccup believed that Rapunzel and her parents deserved to have knowledge of his upcoming flight so that they wouldn't be worried. Rapunzel might show up at his room again tonight, so the last thing Hiccup wanted was for her to assume he left her kingdom without saying goodbye.

"Excuse me, Rapunzel?" Hiccup said, and just as Rapunzel looked at him, Hiccup turned to face her parents. "There's something I have to tell all of you."

"If it's about the meal, Mr. Haddock, it's filet of sole stuffed with lobster, but if you want something different, it's okay with us." Queen Arianna replied.

"No, it's not the meal, Your Majesty, I just wanted to tell you all in advance that Toothless and I will be going for a flight before sundown." Hiccup informed.

The King and Queen, along with their daughter looked at each other for a moment before turning back to face Hiccup, who still waited for a response.

"Okay, Mr. Haddock, should we leave the castle's front door unlocked or are you going to take off from your room's balcony?" King Frederic inquired.

Hiccup's eyes widened a little, as he didn't expect to be given options for which location him and Toothless would leave for their flight later this evening. He also didn't know that his room even had a balcony, but that's probably because he hadn't been given a tour, but Hiccup didn't think it was necessary.

"I think we'll use the balcony, Your Majesty, so that way, we won't have to take two long trips to the front door and back to our room." Hiccup replied.

"Good thinking, Mr. Haddock," King Frederic answered, before something came to his mind. "Don't worry, the balcony's big enough for your dragon."

"That's good to know, Your Majesty." Hiccup said, and suddenly, a small group of servants came out of the kitchen while holding a covered silver tray.

Hiccup could see another two servants not far behind, but instead of a silver tray, they were carrying a large basket meant specifically for Toothless. The dragon licked his lips as soon as the servants dropped the basket and opened it up for him, and Toothless didn't hesitate to devour the feast. Rapunzel and Hiccup couldn't help but chuckle for a bit as they watched this happen, but they eventually brought their attention to their own meal.

By the time that a servant had placed a silver tray in front of them, the Viking and the princess had a fork and knife in each of their hands. Even though there was three knives and four forks, they didn't really care about which one to choose, all that mattered was using them. Unlike Toothless, who had been practically scarfing down his fish, Hiccup wasn't in a rush as he took his time to enjoy each bite of his dinner.

The reason why Hiccup chose to do this was because he wanted to save as much energy and sunset was still a couple of hours away from now. Hiccup could understand why Toothless was so anxious to go flying, the dragon hadn't been up in the sky since they arrived at Corona yesterday. The boy would make sure to take the dragon for a flight at least once or twice each day, so that Toothless wasn't confined to the ground for long.

As he continued to eat his meal, Hiccup eventually started to wonder if Rapunzel wanted to join them, and if her parents would be okay if she did. Despite the fact it would mean they couldn't go fast so that Rapunzel didn't fall off, Hiccup believed there wasn't a problem in bringing her along. If there was anything Hiccup took from his time with Rapunzel today, it's that Toothless didn't mind her presence and enjoyed having her around.

Hiccup took a quick glance at Rapunzel and noticed that when her mouth wasn't full, she was talking to her parents about all the things they did together. It made Hiccup feel good to see the princess so happy as she spoke, but the fact it was all because of him had managed to make Hiccup feel much better. Eventually, Hiccup realized that he'd never find out what Rapunzel's answer would be if he kept thinking about it, so Hiccup decided to wait until the two of them were both done with their meal before asking her.

"Rapunzel?" Hiccup said, and then he quickly wiped his face clean with his napkin first. "How would you like to join me and Toothless for our flight?"

When the princess didn't respond right away, Hiccup assumed that Rapunzel was just taking some time to think about his offer before speaking to him.

"I'd love to, Hiccup, but wouldn't Toothless mind? He didn't like being away from you when we took that boat ride earlier today." Rapunzel reminded.

"We had a good reason for that, the boat wasn't strong enough to hold Toothless too, but with him, there's room for two people." Hiccup replied.

Instead of answering back, Rapunzel turned to face her parents, and Hiccup did the same thing, since he thought they deserved a say in the matter.

"Mom, Dad, would it be okay with both of you if I joined them tonight?" Rapunzel asked, as she thought it was important to get their permission first.

"Before we decide, there's a few things we'd like to know, such as how long will this flight last, and how fast his dragon will go." The Queen answered.

Rapunzel's parents turned to face Hiccup, as they were obviously expecting him to give an answer, and so the Viking cleared his throat before speaking.

"The flight will only last until sundown, Your Majesty, and Toothless won't be going fast, he'll just do a gentle glide for the whole time." Hiccup explained.

Before the King and Queen could answer, a group of servants had returned to take all of their plates, as well as the basket Toothless had left bone dry. Everyone remained quiet as each of the servants walked back inside the kitchen, and once they were gone, Hiccup went ahead to be the first to speak.

"I'm here in your kingdom to spread peace with dragons, Your Majesty, so what better way to improve upon that than by having each of your citizens go for a flight on a dragon?" Hiccup recommended.

The Corona royals had to admit Hiccup did have a point; their citizens would be more than likely to have a flight with Toothless if they knew that their princess had gone though with one herself first. Their kingdom had a total of three thousand citizens, and Hiccup would be staying here for a whole year, so that meant the Viking had plenty of time to convince each and every one to allow dragons into their community.

From what their daughter recently told them, Hiccup had been doing a good job so far, as he already managed to get four young girls to meet Toothless personally and none of them felt the least bit scared after meeting the dragon. In the end, Rapunzel's parents didn't believe that there was any reason to prevent Hiccup from doing this, and they felt no need to keep Rapunzel from joining Toothless and Hiccup for their flight later this evening.

"Alright, Mr. Haddock, our daughter can accompany you and your dragon, but only if she's wearing a coat, so she doesn't catch a cold." King Frederic said.

Only a few seconds passed until Rapunzel and Hiccup smiled in unison, and the girl quickly went over to the other side of the table and hugged her parents.

"Thanks, Mom! Thanks, Dad! I love you both so much!" Rapunzel exclaimed, before giving the King and Queen each a kiss on the cheek after hugging them.

"Remember, darling, we'll already be asleep during your flight, so please do tell us about it during breakfast tomorrow morning." Queen Arianna requested.

"You don't need to worry, I'll tell you everything, I promise!" Rapunzel shouted, as she headed for the stairs, but not before taking a quick glance at Hiccup.

"Well, I should go up to my room, since I have to put on my flight suit." Hiccup mentioned, before he got up from his chair and bowed to Rapunzel's parents.

Hiccup was about to turn around when he remembered that him and Toothless wouldn't get to their room unless they had a servant take them there personally. It seemed like the Queen read Hiccup's mind as he saw the woman call for a servant once again, and Hiccup didn't have to wait long for somebody to show up. Toothless and Hiccup followed the servant up the stairs and through a couple of hallways before arriving at their room, and the servant gave a bow before leaving. After closing the main door to his bedroom, Hiccup thought this was a good time to check out the balcony, since him and Toothless would be using it as their spot to take off and land on for tonight.

It didn't take Hiccup that long to find the balcony's entrance, which was a pair of doors, unlike the entrances to his room and the bathroom, which were only one door. When he came out onto the balcony, Hiccup instantly noticed that the sun had come down a bit more, which meant the sunset would be happening very soon. Since Hiccup didn't know where Rapunzel's room was in the castle or if it came with a balcony like his room, Hiccup figured that she'll come over and knock on his door after she was dressed and ready for the flight. It seemed like the King was right about the balcony being big enough for Toothless, in fact, the balcony was so big that it could a fit whole family of Night Furies.

As for his flight suit, Hiccup didn't think he had to put it on right now, since he could do that before they took off, so Hiccup thought of how he could pass the time. Eventually, Hiccup decided to take a nap, most likely because it could help him to gain a little more energy, and he didn't see why Toothless couldn't do the same. Hiccup walked back into their room, but he held off on closing the doors to the balcony until Toothless was with him, and Hiccup made sure to stand aside so that the dragon could get inside the room too.

"Hey, bud, it won't be sunset for a few more hours," Hiccup said, as he patted Toothless on the head. "It wouldn't hurt if we took a little nap till then." He added.

Even though Toothless was still quite anxious to fly with Hiccup here and now, he did feel a little sleepy, so the dragon laid down on the carpeted floor before closing his eyes. Hiccup felt glad and surprised that Toothless didn't try to argue with him, and he didn't waste any time in sitting down on the floor with his back against the dragon's chest and closing his eyes too.

* * *

><p><em>Hiccup slowly got on his knees while shaking his head in disbelief that Toothless just knocked him to the ground, and he quickly brought his head up to the Night Fury. <em>_To the Viking's surprise, Toothless wasn't looking at him, and the dragon had his attention on somebody else, and Hiccup's eyes widened when he saw who it was._

_"Rapunzel?" Hiccup whispered, and although he was at a great distance away from her, Hiccup was able to notice that the princess looked rather terrified of Toothless._

_Hiccup stood up on his feet and moved closer so that he could look at Toothless' face, and that's when he finally understood why Rapunzel's face was full of terror. __The dragon's pupils weren't fully dilated like usual, but they were now impossibly thin slits, and he was also_ _starting to slowly and directly advance on Rapunzel._

_"No, Toothless! Stop!" Hiccup commanded, but the Night Fury paddled like a mindless killer. A stranger even, with his teeth bared, and growling deeply in his throat._

_Hiccup had never seen Toothless like this before, not even around the Red Death, and he didn't understand, but Hiccup still made an effort to get through to him._

_"Knock it off! Stop! Snap out of it!" Hiccup shouted desperately at his friend, but it wasn't working, Toothless couldn't even hear him, and still advanced on Rapunzel._

_The more Rapunzel backed away, the more Toothless approached, opening his jaws wider and wider. There was a familiar whistling squeal, that of a Night Fury charging up its plasma. __Rapunzel quickly looked over her shoulder, hoping there was a way out of this nightmare, but to her and Hiccup's despair, she was at a dead end, with nowhere to run or hide, trapped between Toothless and ragged walls of blue ice. __Hiccup was realizing now what was happening, and he had tried all that he possibly could to free Toothless from this mire, but he couldn't just stand by and watch something happen to Rapunzel that she wasn't prepared for and didn't deserve either._

_Rapunzel had already been taken away from her parents for eighteen years, so the last thing the King and Queen needed was to lose their daughter all over again, especially not in a permanent manner when they were still making up for lost time. __The princess closed her eyes and held her breath as she waited for whatever was coming from Toothless' mouth, but she didn't expect to be shoved out of the way by Hiccup, who was going to look into his best friend's eyes right until the very end. __Everything fell completely silent as a loud boom came when Toothless fired and obeyed the one universal constant of his world: Night Furies never, ever missed._

* * *

><p>Hiccup suddenly propelled off from Toothless' back, and he was now startled and panting, while he also felt sweat clinging to his forehead at the same time. Hiccup took a few deep breaths to calm himself down as he wiped the sweat off from his forehead, and then he got back up on his feet before turning around. Hiccup wondered of what could possibly happen that would lead to Toothless behaving the way he did in the Viking's bad dream, especially toward Rapunzel.<p>

Ever since they met yesterday, Rapunzel had never said or done anything wrong to the Night Fury whatsoever, which is why Hiccup's dream was quite strange. Hiccup started to believe that it may have been more than just a dream, and it was probably an unpleasant event that would happen very soon in the future. Eventually, Hiccup shook off the thought from his mind, as he knew that Toothless would never do anything to hurt him or anybody else that he cared about. All of a sudden, Hiccup yelped in surprise as he heard a knock come from the bedroom's main door, and this had even caused Toothless to wake up from his nap.

"Hey, Hiccup, it's me!" Rapunzel exclaimed cheerfully as she stood on the other side of the door. "I'm all ready for our flight, so please let me in!" She added.

Hiccup walked over to the door and opened it up for Rapunzel, but when he got a good look at her, he could've easily mistaken Rapunzel for a Viking who lived in his village. The princess was now wearing a pale purple dress, simple with long sleeves and it fell down just after her knees. Both of Rapunzel's legs were covered with thin cloth to keep them warm from the cold, and a pair of small boots adorned her feet. A leather corset was laced around her front, extenuating her small waist and hips. Finally, a small fur piece was put around her slim shoulders, and the white of it paled in comparison to her fair skin.

"So, Hiccup, what do you think?" Rapunzel inquired as she gave a cute twirl before facing the Viking. "Is it too much, because I can get changed again."

"No, Rapunzel, you look perfect." Hiccup answered, then his cheeks suddenly turned red, and Rapunzel giggle for a moment when she saw this happen.

"Thanks, Hiccup, that's very sweet." Rapunzel said as she felt relieved that she didn't have to go change. "Are you going to let me in now?" She asked.

"Oh, right, yes, of course." Hiccup replied as he quickly stood aside to let Rapunzel come in his room, and he closed the door once the girl was inside.

Hiccup didn't need to tell Toothless to stand up, since the dragon was already on all fours, and him, along with Rapunzel followed Hiccup as he led the way to the balcony. When the three of them came out further onto the balcony, Rapunzel and Hiccup gasped in awe of the beautiful view that came before their very eyes. Both the sky and the clouds were now colored pink from the sunset, which had always been a perk of living in Berk if you stayed out longer than usual.

The sunset was something that Hiccup enjoyed with Astrid frequently, whether they were on their dragons in the sky, or if it was just the two of them. Unlike all those flights he's had with Astrid in the past, this flight with Rapunzel would be strictly platonic, since Hiccup knew they both had a significant other. Hiccup finally climbed onto Toothless and secured himself into the saddle, then he waited until Rapunzel was at the dragon's side before holding out a hand. Rapunzel took Hiccup's outstretched hand and carefully climbed over the pedal, lines, and harness before settling behind Hiccup with her arms around his waist.

"Are you ready?" Hiccup asked as he had his head turned slightly to face Rapunzel, who gave her answer with a quick nod of her head and a smile on her face.

Rapunzel felt like her heart shot up into her mouth as Toothless took off into the air, and Pascal held on to the girl's outfit for dear life as this happened. It wasn't until Toothless had leveled out and sailed as gently as a leaf on water when Rapunzel took a deep breath before taking in the sight around her. All she could see for miles on end were clouds, large pillars and towers of them ablaze in not just hues of pink, but in also a mixture of orange and purple.

Rapunzel brought her head up to notice that a ceiling of thick clouds hovered above them, and the temptation to touch these clouds was hardly deniable. Taking her right hand off Hiccup's waist, she raised it carefully to touch the cloud, which didn't feel like soft like a rabbit's fur or delicate like a bird's feathers. Rapunzel gasped and flinched a little as she felt cool droplets of water make contact with her fingers, but eventually, she was grinning from this new experience.

Every time that Rapunzel gazed at the clouds, she always wondered if they felt warm and soft and fluffy like a sheep's wool, but clearly, she had been wrong. The clouds were not at all what Rapunzel had expected, but it was still amazing, and she eventually raised her other hand to feel the cloud's cold moisture. Rapunzel was now feeling a lot more confident that she wouldn't slide off, but she still brought her arms around Hiccup's waist when Toothless did a gentle loop.

As the Night Fury broke through the top layer of clouds, Rapunzel gasped once again as she noticed they were now flying under a starry, midnight blue sky. Rapunzel was no stranger to staring at the night sky with her birthday, but this time, it was so much different, as the stars were closer than ever before. Eventually, the princess started to imagine what it would be like to fly with Hiccup and Toothless on the night of her birthday, instead of just taking a boat. She wouldn't get to only see the lanterns up close, Rapunzel would have the chance of practically feeling the heat off of them as they all floated around her. Rapunzel didn't have to ask Hiccup if him and Toothless could do this for her, because they've already made an agreement to do it when her birthday came.

"Well, Hiccup, now I know why it's great to go flying at nighttime," Rapunzel said, and she started to think something was wrong when Hiccup didn't answer back.

"Hiccup, is everything okay?" Rapunzel asked concernedly, as she hoped Hiccup wasn't mad at her for some reason and was enjoying the flight as much as she was.

What Rapunzel didn't know was that Hiccup's mind had been recently occupied by the dream he had not so long ago, and he would've kept thinking about it if Rapunzel hadn't said his name.

"Oh, I'm sorry, Rapunzel, I was just thinking about. . ." Hiccup trailed off as he tried to come up with a good excuse for his silence that didn't include his dream.

Hiccup was worried that if he told Rapunzel about his dream, then she wouldn't feel safe around Toothless, and that's the last thing Hiccup wanted to happen. How the princess felt about Toothless really mattered to the citizens of her kingdom, because if she didn't have a positive view toward the dragon, then Hiccup's hard work would've been all for naught.

"Remember when I told you earlier that me and Toothless have been discovering and mapping unexplored lands for the past five years?" Hiccup inquired.

"Yes, Hiccup, I believe you told me that before you gave a wonderful show of your fire sword to the villagers, so why do you ask?" Rapunzel asked curiously.

"If your parents are okay with it, maybe you and Pascal could join me and Toothless on a trip out of Corona in a few months from now." Hiccup suggested.

"I'd love to do that, Hiccup," Rapunzel replied enthusiastically. "Why can't the trip happen much sooner, like why not in a few weeks instead?" She asked.

"It's going to be summer in a few months, Rapunzel, and I've never really told this to anyone before, but it's actually my favorite season." Hiccup revealed.

"How come it's your favorite?" Rapunzel inquired, as she was now intrigued from what Hiccup told her, which is why she wanted him to tell her much more.

"The air's warmer, me and Toothless can fly higher and further, so we take full advantage of it, since it's the shortest season for Berk." Hiccup explained.

"Well, Hiccup, it seems like we have another thing in common, summer's my favorite season too, because that's when my birthday comes." Rapunzel replied.

"Really, so when's your birthday?" Hiccup inquired, as he wondered if he should give Rapunzel another gift for her birthday besides a flight on Toothless.

"June 24th, and I've learned that's about three days after the summer solstice, which is also known as the very first day of summer." Rapunzel informed.

"That's interesting, Rapunzel, but I think that the trip should happen a few weeks earlier, so it doesn't get in the way of your birthday." Hiccup suggested.

"Good thinking, Hiccup, and if I'm not in Corona, it could help my parents to plan a celebration, so that everything is a big surprise." Rapunzel responded.

Hiccup was now feeling quite proud of himself for suggesting the trip, and he also believed that it could be like an early birthday present for Rapunzel too. Suddenly, Hiccup remembered that he told Rapunzel's parents that this flight would only go on until sundown, but the sun had come down a long time ago. At first, Hiccup thought the reason was that he wanted to impress Rapunzel, but she already was by now, so there had to be a better reason than that.

It couldn't have been to make sure that Rapunzel could handle flying with him and Toothless, even though this was the very first time it was happening. Hiccup decided that he would figure it out another time, but for now, it was time to bring Rapunzel back home, since Hiccup felt they stayed out long enough. As much as he wanted to stay up here a little bit longer, Hiccup knew that Rapunzel had to go to bed, not to mention him and Toothless needed sleep too.

"Hey, Rapunzel," Hiccup said, and he waited at least a few seconds before continuing to speak to the princess. "I think it's time for this flight to be over."

"Why, Hiccup, aren't you enjoying it?" Rapunzel asked, as she started to assume she said or done something that caused Hiccup to make this decision.

"Of course I am, Rapunzel, and I'm glad you're enjoying it too, but I said the flight would last until sundown, and it's way past that now." Hiccup reminded.

"I know, Hiccup, but can't we stay up here for a few more minutes? My parents are probably asleep by now, so they won't ever find out." Rapunzel replied.

Hiccup couldn't really see the harm in having the flight last a little bit longer, and it didn't seem like Toothless would disapprove of that, since he loved to fly. If the King and Queen trusted their daughter enough to let her join Hiccup for a flight, then it was unlikely that they'd check to see if she was asleep in bed. Still, Hiccup thought it wouldn't be good to lie to Rapunzel's parents, because the last thing that he wanted to happen was for them to lose their trust in him.

"Alright, Rapunzel, five more minutes and then we go back, but when we see your parents for breakfast tomorrow morning, we tell them the truth." Hiccup declared.

Rapunzel was about to argue with Hiccup when she remembered that she's never lied to her parents or kept a secret from them before, so she didn't want to start doing either of those things. Ever since the day that Rapunzel reunited with them, her parents have always been loving, supportive, and kind toward her, so she didn't believe that they would actually be mad over the flight lasting longer than expected.

"Okay, Hiccup, I've always been honest with my parents, so there's no reason why I shouldn't be, and I'm sure that they'll understand completely." Rapunzel responded.

"That's the spirit!" Hiccup exclaimed, as he felt very confident now that neither him nor Rapunzel would be facing any conflict with Rapunzel's parents about their flight.

Since he didn't want the last few minutes to be filled with awkward silence, Hiccup tried to think of something new they could talk about until it was time to go back.

"So, Rapunzel, do you think the villagers will enjoy this too?" Hiccup asked, and even though he knew she'd have a positive answer, he still wanted to hear it from her.

"Absolutely, Hiccup, but it has to be during the daytime, since the villagers don't really stay up late, unless it's the night of my birthday, of course." Rapunzel answered.

"Who knows, Rapunzel? Maybe the villagers will want a flight at nighttime, and I don't think Toothless would mind so much, since he'd have a chance to fly." Hiccup said.

"You wouldn't mind that, would you, bud?" Hiccup asked, as he leaned a little closer to Toothless, who shook his head while snorting an excited 'yes!' to Hiccup's question.

"Are you sure, Hiccup? I mean, you're not worried about not getting enough sleep?" Rapunzel inquired, as she still wasn't convinced that Hiccup could handle the task.

"Toothless and I have stayed up late many times before, Rapunzel, and we've always gone for a flight when we feel like it, so it won't be hard for us." Hiccup persuaded.

"Alright, Hiccup, since you're absolutely sure about doing that, we'll talk about it with my parents tomorrow morning when we all have breakfast." Rapunzel responded.

"Sounds great to me!" Hiccup said happily, and since he felt like five minutes have passed already, he thought it was time to fly back to the castle and get some sleep.

Hiccup noticed they were still flying above the clouds, so he gently patted Toothless on the head, and the dragon didn't even have to be told of what his best friend wanted. Toothless turned around to have them go in the other direction and head toward Rapunzel's kingdom, and Hiccup was sure Rapunzel would love the sight of it from up here. Hiccup wanted it to be a great big surprise for Rapunzel, so he decided not to spoil it for her and say anything about it until they had flown over the clouds below them. All of a sudden, Hiccup's thoughts were interrupted when he felt Rapunzel's arms tighten a little more around his waist as she rested her head on top of his shoulder pad.

"Thank you for this, Hiccup, it's been really wonderful," Rapunzel whispered, but she was loud enough for Hiccup to hear her. "Could we do this more often?" She asked.

"When you say 'this', you mean just you, me and Toothless having a flight at nighttime?" Hiccup inquired, and Rapunzel soon brought her head off from his shoulder pad.

"Yes, and I don't mean every single night, Hiccup, just once or maybe twice each week, but I understand if you think that I'm asking for too much." Rapunzel replied.

Even though Hiccup's had many people fly with him and Toothless, from his father to even Snotlout, the person who always joined them at a flight after dark was Astrid. Hiccup couldn't help but wonder if he would be betraying Astrid by giving Rapunzel a flight frequently, even though he had no romantic interest in the princess whatsoever. It would likely be way more of a betrayal to Astrid if Hiccup lied to her about the flights, especially if they were going to be planning a wedding once he returned to Berk.

"No, Rapunzel, you're not asking for too much; me and Toothless wouldn't mind having you with us for more flights, but only if it's okay with your parents." Hiccup said.

"I guess that means we have another thing to talk about with them at breakfast tomorrow, right?" Rapunzel asked, and Hiccup simply gave his answer with a quick nod.

All of a sudden, Hiccup noticed they were almost over the clouds, and he obviously knew what that meant, so he felt now was a good time to tell something to Rapunzel.

"Hey, Rapunzel, you're going to love this." Hiccup said teasingly, and Rapunzel became a little more confused, since she already told him how she felt about the flight.

"Hiccup, what are you. . ." Rapunzel trailed off as her eyes widened and her mouth went agape as she noticed a sight that was familiar, yet different at the same time.

It was none other than Corona, and despite the fact there weren't any lights on in the buildings including the castle, the kingdom still looked beautiful from so high up. Rapunzel thought the view would be even better on her birthday, with all the lanterns floating around them, and she would get to experience that in just a few months. Since she hadn't said a single word the whole time, Hiccup wasn't able to tell if Rapunzel liked the view or not, so he thought that he should ask her in order to find out.

"Do you like it, Rapunzel? I couldn't help but notice you've been quiet for a while, so I just wanted to know if that's a good thing or a bad thing." Hiccup requested.

"Hiccup." Rapunzel said, and she waited until Hiccup had his head turned to face her before speaking again, but what she did next took him completely by surprise.

Rapunzel had brought a hand up from his waist to cup his cheek, and it was hard for Hiccup not to blush from the contact, but he kept himself silent to let her talk.

"I don't just like it, _I love it_." Rapunzel whispered, and right when all those words had left her mouth, the princess stopped to realize just how close their faces were.

Even though Rapunzel was now blushing just like Hiccup clearly was, she didn't make any sort of effort to turn away from him, and Hiccup only swallowed roughly. The two of them were completely silent as their eyes soon fluttered shut and their faces inched closer in a thick air that almost begged for them to close the distance. It wasn't so hard to see why they couldn't let a romantic moment happen right then and there, with the atmosphere so inviting, and nobody around to interrupt either.

Hiccup didn't bother to open up his eyes as he felt Rapunzel taking her other hand off from his waist and sliding it slowly into his hair, since he didn't mind the feeling. At this moment, the only thing they could hear was the sound of their own breathing, which only became much louder when they pressed their foreheads together. What neither of them could notice was that Toothless was flying them closer to Rapunzel's castle, but the dragon didn't want to make a sound and ruin their moment.

Rapunzel and Hiccup had been expecting the other to take action and close the distance between them, but before either of them could do that, they felt a loud thump. The noise of this happening caused both the Viking and the princess to open up their eyes, pull away from each other and turn their heads to see where they are now. They had landed and were back on one of the castle's many balconies, which meant their flight was over, and the two young adults felt a little sad as they realized this. Hiccup quickly dismounted from his dragon, and he lent out a hand for Rapunzel so that she'd get off from Toothless safely, since he thought it was the right thing to help her.

"Thanks, Hiccup," Rapunzel said kindly, but once she was facing him again, she instantly noticed that Hiccup had been looking away, but he was still blushing though.

"No problem, so uhhh. . .do you need help getting back to your room, or can you find it on your own?" Hiccup asked, then he wondered why he even said all of that.

Rapunzel didn't have any guards with her when she showed up at his door earlier today, so it was possible that the princess could be able to find her room just fine.

If all of the hallways outside Hiccup's room were lit up with candles, then Rapunzel probably wasn't too scared to go through them alone and wouldn't need his help.

"Oh, thanks for the offer, Hiccup, but I think you've done enough already with giving me a ride on Toothless tonight, and you should get some rest." Rapunzel replied.

As much as Hiccup wanted to insist on taking Rapunzel back to her room, he was quite tired, and Toothless wasn't likely to let himself fall asleep until the boy did first.

"Yeah, Rapunzel, you're right," Hiccup agreed, but not before nodding his head briefly and putting a small smile on his face. "I guess this means goodnight." He added.

Rapunzel nodded and smiled back at Hiccup, who was about to turn away and open up the doors to his room when he noticed Rapunzel taking small steps toward him. She was only intending to give Hiccup a hug, but Hiccup felt they had shared more than enough contact during their flight this evening, so he quickly stuck out a hand. Hiccup couldn't help but feel a pang of regret as he noticed Rapunzel's smile slowly be replaced with a frown, since a part of him wanted to feel her arms around him. Another part of Hiccup expected Rapunzel to reject his handshake and leave immediately, but instead, she kept a straight face as she took his hand and shook it firmly.

"Goodnight, Hiccup." Rapunzel responded, before quickly taking her hand out from his own, and then she stood aside to let Hiccup open the doors and lead them inside.

Toothless seemed to be aware that there was some tension between his best friend and the princess because neither of them really had a smile on their face right now. The dragon couldn't understand this, since Hiccup and Rapunzel were clearing enjoying themselves while they were both on his back and up in the sky not so long ago. Nevertheless, Toothless remained by Hiccup's side as the Viking closed the balcony doors once they were all inside and walked with Rapunzel to his bedroom's main door.

"See you tomorrow morning." Rapunzel said, as she opened up the door, but before she went through it, Rapunzel closed her eyes and stood absolutely still for a moment.

Hiccup instantly took this as a sign that Rapunzel was upset that he didn't allow her to give him a hug, and now he felt like he should say something to make up for that. Just as Hiccup opened his mouth to speak, Rapunzel had given the Viking a warm kiss on the cheek and left his room, and she made sure to shut the door as she did so. For what felt like long hours, but was really just several minutes, Hiccup stood right where he was in a daze as his face grew even hotter from what just happened earlier.

Hiccup couldn't resist from playing the moment over and over again in his head while he brought a hand up to the same spot on his cheek where Rapunzel had kissed him. As much as Hiccup wanted to remind himself that the kiss was platonic, a part of him was starting to wonder if Rapunzel had supposedly done the kiss in a romantic sense. Before he could even have the chance to think more about it, Hiccup felt Toothless' breath ruffle his already unkempt hair, which caused the boy to turn and face the dragon.

"I know, bud. It's time for bed." Hiccup announced, and he was about to start taking off parts of his flight suit when he realized that his room didn't have enough light.

When he looked around, it didn't take long for Hiccup to notice that his room had a fireplace, but there was currently no fire because he never had a reason to use it.

"Hey, bud, a little help?" Hiccup asked, as he gestured to the fireplace, and Toothless seemed to read his mind as he blasted a fireball onto the logs, setting them ablaze.

"Thanks, bud." Hiccup said kindly, before he began to take off his flight suit, since there was plenty of light for Hiccup to see each and every part he needed to remove.

By the time Hiccup had gotten himself out of his flight suit, he was wearing just a pair of pants because he didn't want to get too hot when he slept through the night.

"Okay, bud, can you. . ." Hiccup had been hoping for Toothless to help put out the fire, but it seemed like that wouldn't happen since the dragon was already asleep.

The Night Fury must have been quite tired from all that walking through the kingdom to the flight earlier tonight so Hiccup decided it was best not to wake up Toothless. Hiccup knew this meant that he had to put the fire out all on his own, but luckily, it wasn't so hard for him to come up with a good idea as he went into the bathroom. Hiccup quickly searched the bathroom until he found a pitcher, which he used to fill up with water from the sink, then he brought the pitcher over to the lit fireplace. Hiccup made sure to keep himself a good distance away from the fire as he slowly held the pitcher of water tight in one hand and used it to douse the burning wood.

Once the fire was completely put out, Hiccup brought the pitcher back to its original place in the bathroom before going over to his bed and getting under the covers. When Hiccup took a quick glance at Toothless, he was surprised to see that the dragon hadn't woken up, since the Viking wasn't being quiet when he put out the fire. Hiccup closed his eyes and laid his head against the soft pillow, and as he waited for sleep to take over, his mind started thinking about the kiss that Rapunzel gave him earlier. A smile soon appeared on Hiccup's face as he couldn't deny that the kiss felt very nice, and that's why he was hoping to receive a lot more kisses from Rapunzel in the future.

* * *

><p>It wasn't until Rapunzel was back inside her own room where she took a deep breath, since she walked in a quick motion through the hallways to return to her bedroom. The first thing that Rapunzel wanted to do was change, considering the outfit that she had on right now was only meant for the recent flight with Hiccup and Toothless. Rapunzel didn't need to worry about her room not having enough light, because there was a warm, lit fire in the fireplace, as well as a few lit candles throughout the room. This must have been done by one of the servants, since Rapunzel didn't remember lighting any candles or starting a fire, so she'd make sure to thank the servant who did all of that for her.<p>

Rapunzel went over to the drawers and searched through them until she found a nice pink nightgown embroidered with flowers and trimmed with ribbon, which she placed on her bed before she finally started to get out of her clothes. Once she had gotten herself out of the corset, dress, and cloth leggings, Rapunzel put all the clothes in a neat pile on top of a nearby chair, while leaving the boots on the floor right next to it. After that was all done, Rapunzel picked up her nightgown from off the bed and put it on, and then one by one, she put out each of the candles in the room with her fingers. Since she had already been taught by a servant to lick her fingers first, grab the wick quickly and let go, Rapunzel successfully managed not to get any of her fingers burned.

The only thing that was left for Rapunzel to do now was put out the fire, but Rapunzel knew that she couldn't be able to do that just by licking both of her hands and patting them on the flames. Rapunzel obviously knew that she had to get a pitcher and fill it with water, and luckily, it didn't take long for her to find the pitcher, which was on a nearby table next to a candle she just put out. Unfortunately, the room was a little too dark for Rapunzel to check and see if there was any water inside the pitcher, so she decided to go ahead with another alternative. If the pitcher was light, then it meant there was little to no water inside of it, but if the pitcher was the least bit heavy in her grasp, then there must be plenty of water.

As soon as Rapunzel carefully picked up the pitcher from off the table, she knew it was the latter in this case because a servant must have filled it in advance for her. Rapunzel went over to the fireplace and slowly began to pour the pitcher's water over the flames, dousing them, and causing her bedroom to become much darker. The princess wasn't too afraid of the dark, and now that the fire was completely put out, Rapunzel placed the pitcher back on the same spot she found it on the table. Rapunzel was about to walk over to her bed, get herself under the covers and go to sleep when she stopped to realize that she didn't feel the slightest bit cold right now.

This felt very unusual, considering there was no source of heat in her room anymore, and she only wore a nightgown, which bared both of her arms and most of her legs. All of a sudden, Rapunzel slowly lifted a hand to touch her lips, and once she did, a strange heat began to arose in her body, and before she knew it, she was blushing. Rapunzel knew that there was only one reason for why this would be happening, and that was kissing Hiccup on the cheek before leaving his bedroom not so long ago. She had only done that to thank Hiccup for the flight he'd given her tonight, but Rapunzel couldn't understand why she'd do that instead of thank him with a few words.

Suddenly, Rapunzel remembered that it wasn't the first time she kissed somebody to thank them, and it was during the time her and Eugene were at the Snuggly Duckling. After one of the ruffians helped them escape the pub after a group of royal guards arrived to find Eugene, Rapunzel gave the ruffian a kiss on the cheek before leaving. However, the princess could recall that she didn't end up blushing after she kissed the ruffian, not even once, so why would that happen from kissing Hiccup tonight? Could it actually be possible that the reason why Rapunzel had felt this way at the moment is because she was starting to develop romantic feelings toward Hiccup?

_"What? No way!" _Rapunzel thought and shook her head frantically just as she felt her heart dropping in her chest at the second that the idea had crossed her mind.

Rapunzel had a very good reason why she shouldn't be falling in love with Hiccup, and it's because they both already have a committed relationship with someone else. Hiccup had a woman whom he would marry when he returned to his homeland, while she had a man whom she would eventually marry once he returned from visiting the neighboring kingdoms. Rapunzel was most likely thinking irrationally, and after having experienced what she did, there was no way that her body or mind would have been at ease anyway.

_"The flight must have given me a cold. . .that's why my body feels so warm. It's got nothing to do with this kiss I gave to Hiccup earlier." _Rapunzel thought to herself.

Hiccup's only been in her kingdom for less than a week, so falling in love with him was impossible, but then again, she fell for Eugene after knowing him for two days. Rapunzel started to wonder if it was such a good idea for them to take that trip before her birthday, since it would only lead to them spending a lot more time together. If she told Hiccup that she suddenly changed her mind and didn't want to go through with it, then she knew that he wouldn't accept that unless he was given a good reason.

_"I always enjoy summer when it comes, and I've never had the opportunity to see places outside of my kingdom ever since I've returned home." _Rapunzel thought.

Unfortunately, Rapunzel wasn't able to come up with an excuse for why her and Hiccup shouldn't go through with the trip, since it was something she really wanted. As much as she enjoyed visiting the orphanage and spending time with all the kids and teaching them how to paint, Rapunzel wanted to experience something new. Exploring and mapping uncharted lands must be fun for Hiccup and Toothless if they've been doing it for years, so Rapunzel hoped it would be the same for her too.

_"I really want to go on this trip, so I guess that I'll have to do my very best with staying a friend to Hiccup and nothing more for the whole time." _Rapunzel thought.

Now that she had made up her mind, Rapunzel didn't think it would really matter if she was falling in love with Hiccup, because he probably didn't feel the same way. Perhaps it was possible that Rapunzel wasn't actually falling in love with the Viking, but simply starting to develop a crush on him, and it wasn't so hard to see why. Rapunzel couldn't deny the fact that Hiccup was cute, especially when he was around Toothless, and she also knew the young man was intelligent and kindhearted.

_"That's right, Punz, it's only just a crush, an infatuation. Anyone could have a crush on Hiccup because he's so nice and I'm sure it'll go away soon." _Rapunzel thought.

It was right then and there Rapunzel had managed to convince herself that was the cause of her new emotions tonight, and she let out a relieved sigh, as she now felt confident they'd be gone. Rapunzel believed it was now time for her to finally get some much-needed sleep, so with that in mind, she walked over to one side of her bed and got herself under the covers. Instead of thinking about Hiccup or the kiss she'd given him earlier, Rapunzel kept her mind focused on imagining what kind of places she'd get to see on their trip a few months from now before drifting off to sleep.


End file.
